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THe EPISTLE 
vvell knovun piercing Iudg- 
ment gracing it , giueitatrue 

ſabſrtence. It bath a Mouth 

wuithout VVords, VVords 
vuithout Spirit , till you the 

Mecznas , through your Ho- 
nours gracious acceptation,af- 

foard tt ftrength EF energy. As 

forthe Heart , tec, 1 the 
pure Intentid of this eAdadreſie 
to your Honour , it 1s vvholy 

Yours ; nor needs the ſpoiles of 

feigned Deityes , to pwme it 
breath , to make it more your 
ovvne, then nouw it is,Or ra- 
ther if you pleaſe, youhaucbeer 
tuvo nevy-borneT wins, put 


forth 


DxzpicaTto RY. 
orth thus naked as 9 


pittymg their pouerty , take the 
nto your Honourable Þ atro= 
nage , and ſafe Protetjon- 
France hath had the bap- 
pmeſſe to pine them their frsF 
birth; your Honour Shall haue 
the trouble to afford them x [e- 
cod: That tohauc breda $ pirit 


able to conceiue and bring forth 


uchiſcues; And JourLordship 
trough your noble Fauoyr , to 


7 you ſee into 
te vvide VV, orld, to Shift for 
themſelues; and like to be for- 
lorne,wnles your Lordshi Pp; 
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Trur ErrsT: w i NE: 

emore \Þheer pre + 
KI rok, F oViINÞ the 
Syvect:Thoughrs s Death , 
and Eternity, \expreſced 127 Out 
tonoue.' Not to ondertake ,to 
make that foveet onto you , 
(vuhich othervwiſe puere bit- 
ter )vVho through afayr prepa- 
ration of a Chriftian and ver- 
twous life » hawe: confidence 1n- 
ough to looke grim Death: #2 
the face ; and wuith good ſere- 
nity of conſcrence;,to vvay} on 
Eternity: but rather that your 
Lordship  avould pleaſe to 
commend the ſame to others of 
like qe » VoUbo bar 
the 


DEDICATORY. 


pleaſures, and delights of this 
uvorld, may haue need of ſuch. 
noble Reflettions,as Monfieur 
de la Serre, Authour of this 
V Vorke , wvell. verſed vwith 
people of that ranke, hath lear- 
nedly, and-pioufly shevvedto 
this more free and difſolute age. 
So sball-your Honour , do # 
charitable <xvork of mercy, the 


the <ogue of the allurements,. 


| /arisf 


) 


wvorld be edified , and 1 well 
fied," to baue put to my 
Your Honours moſt humbly 
and truly deuoted: i 
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S T houghtes, then thoſe of Q 

} Death. Spirics being ray» wi 
24 ed; tha knowledge ff - 
Diwpne thinges ,;do-engr = £ 
RD ocopy bonne = || 
ye of their a 


baniment in, wa "range Lak: wherg 
we figh ynder:the burden of our Euils. Sla- \ 
ues live. not ;;butiof the hopeto ſee them(el- | 
nes atliberty ;cheirptiſans aud. their-irons 
are bigs, both-of/horxout-and dread, 
which pus chcir/ſoules ypantheracke, The 
vu ſhines petfor them at. all-,apdallrhe 
luadry. pleaſures agteable to their ſenſes 
ch their nature, ferue-but-to-atfli 
hems $0 As ind Weir. Gs Car 
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'2 The ſweets ma 236 -W 
- the ayre ofa-dy ing. lyfe, Whoſe nloments 


- 


laſt. tor ages. Wearethoſe flaues{0 ehchai- 
ned withm-the priſon of out bodies} as exi=- 
Jed from the p&adiſe of our delights, where 
-the firſt ivnocency of our parents, had cſta- 
blithed vs a Manhon: fo trneitis, their difſ- 
@bcdience hath ciianged our hodjesinto pri- 
ſons, andthe delightes of our Soulev into 
thraldome . What teclings then , may we 
haue 1n this ſeruile condition', whereunto 
weare brought, bbt thoſe of an extreme 
dolour, and bitter ſorrow, to fee our ſelues 
depriued of 'the' Soueraygne, God, where 
Soules do find theaccompliſhment! of their 
Tet ?: The harts beitig-holily enamoured, 
ſpeakeſoſweeta language both of ghes 6 
ſobbs , inthe abſence'of that they lone, as 
itthe' Angels were rouched withenuy, they 
woulddefiretoTearneit, to make therof a 
new/Canticle of glory in'their Erernity.'' 
Of all che dolours that may'tyrannize 
a foule , ſuch as know wharin 18'ts'Toue; 
find not 2 mofe'intollerable; 'then' rhat'of 
cheabſenceof the'Subiect with»they loue 
perfetly indeed Anditic berrueythat'af- 
fetions drawtheirforce from their! merit, 
what ſhould ourJoue be:towarts:chis Saui- 
our}, whole petition fo wholy :adorable, 
cannot brovkEtott Ipadiſos but with theſel- 
«113 \ 


ues. 
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of Death; | Chap. 'r+ 3 
ues. And how be it this great God be infinit= 
ly lonely, yet would he needs be borrowing 
a hart of nature,to reſent the/draughts of our 
loue, & rodye on theCroſle of their woun= 
dings. What excefle of goodnes? How may 
they refi{tthe ſweet ſtrokes of his mercy? He 
eſpouſes our Condition; for to ſuffer all the 
nulſeryes thetof ; {finne and ignorance on- 
ly remayning without: power agaynlt his 
perſon) in ſo much as dying, he changed the 
countenance of death , and makes it ſo be= 
autitull , as generous harrs at thistyme, figh 
not, but in expeRation of their laſt figh , 
{ance euenthe ſelfſame moments that lead vs 
» | to the Tombe; conduct ys alſo to immor= 
C tality ... 
$ Thepaynes which my Sautour hath ſuf- 
y Þ fered on Mount Caluary , hauc beene fruit- 
a | full ro bring forth divers puniſhments, in 

fauour.of the infinite number of Martyrs, 
e | wholoued:notlife, but to reflent it's death. 
'» | His Nayles bayue forged them others of that 
ff | ſort . His/Thornes baue thence produced 
| new Thornes ;and the forme of his Croſle 
f- | hath made them to invent ſome others ofthe 
t> | lykezapd the turning vpſide downeof his, 
hath ſerned 'S, Peter for a Couch to:dye in. 
e | Forioyrather, then of. payne, [ would, ay, 
I-F thatallthe dead! yinſtrumenrs of thepaſijion 
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" 6 The ſweet Thoughtes : 
of my Redeemer haue beene. tho/preparas: 
tines of the Triumph, that a miltion ot ſous< 
Jes haue cartyed away in'their Martyrdom; 
The Scourges haue been for S. Bartbolomew ,| 
the Nayles for' S$. Andrew , the Sword: tor 
$ . Paul, the wounds for $. Francs, and the 
Crofle ſerues on earth , for a new ſubiect 
of Enuy, tor the whole world togeather, 
fince that euery one can pretend no: better. 
then tro this glory to ſacrifice his life, yponr 
rheſame Aultar, where the Authour ot lite 
hath beene immolated. 

O how the amourous plaintes of that 
great Apoſtle make all ro reſound with a 
ſweet melody } Mc-thinkes the ſwect accets 
of his cryes do cue rauiſh mySparit through 


minecares. The tyme of my Iyfe is roo Jong 
(fayd he inthe ſtrength of his Paſſion) lam 
wroubled ro reckon vp the moments-of it's 
durance . When ſhall it be, that Þ ſhall live 
forth ofmy ſelfe; to goto live in him, whom 
I loue much berter then my ſelte:? Quite 
contrary to thoſe guilty'Soules , who ttand 
diſcoutiing of death as of aloffe; where he 
defires it for recompence: So as the Sun had 
neuer a"fayre 'day tor him', and 'Nature-{o 
beautifull in its diuerfiries ; and {fo truitfull 
to bring forth ſo many wonders ;*was bars 
ten for/his contentments un A 
| A - 


of Death. ' [ Chap. 1 #5. 
obicats of his pleaſures was quite withour: 


thy othim, he liued, and dyed ot Loue at; 
once'. Q{weet Life ! But yet more happy- 


diuers tymes, the humideſpaces of the ban=: 


tor death ynto herſuccour, with accents of 
melody;, foſweetand-fo pittifull withall, 
asthatit cannot chooſe but then, euen yield 
to the aſſaults of Compallton. This bird be=- 


ing richly drefſed yp with innocency, pro. 


claymes the truth of het Death to Forreſts, 
to Champaygnes, and to Rockes by 
accents of her tunefull notes , whoſe har- 
mony doth rauthh all thoſe, that haue\en- 
ſe offecling in them , and giues them a de- 


dying on the ſtore of his teares, repreſents 
to ys this bird .' For being now weary to 
liuvefo long ty me abſeated trom his Lyfe, he 
ſends vp his amoutous fighs to Heauen- 


cryes out; how he deſires to abandon his 
body, for to-go, to bchould the God of his 
Soule. The hatmony of his cryes , ſo pow- 
erfully attracts the harts vnto him, as all 
thoſe who ate able to hearc but the Eccho 


A 2? bor- 


_—_ 


the world ;and yet through a Miracle wor-. 


death ! The Swan after ſhe hath meaſured: 


ckes , cuen tyred out With lyuing ,  calles; 


the ſad” 


firetody with her. This Diuine Apoſtle , 


watds, & with'a yoyce full of allurements, 


of it and to perceyue Prs ſweetneſle, doe. 
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6 The Sweet Thoughtes 
borrow wings of al fides to fly out of them= 
ſelues, while the Earth is in contempt with 
them. You Soules of the world-., I inuite 
you hecre to hearken to this' Conſort of 
Muſike, where the Angells hold their part, 
but-you mult purify your ſenſes , it you 
Wilbe rauiſhed with Pleaſure, and Ioy. 


What Pleaſure it is to thinke of Deaths 
>CAAP-I1. 


2 O>Bx 
I) 3; TRAYAILLER ſtrayed from 
'A\ < his way, and puzled in the full 


y of the night , within a thicke 
forreſt, finds himſelte on a ſud- 


is ſtrooken . He caſts his eyes on every ſide, 
but ſees nothing but ſhadowes of horrour 
which preſage the ſun-ſer of his life , The 
noyle of the impetuous. winds that puts a 
garboyle into the boughes, beate ſo rough- 
ly on his eares , as he breathes but in a dead- 
Iy feare, more intollerable wellnigh then 
death. His imagination being troubled, lets 
him (ee in dreame, in the midſt of the dark- 
NCes,.as Many Precipices , as the ſteppes he 
makes on his way. In ſo much as he belje- 

| ues 
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more , through -the/ſenfible apparence of 
ſomecuicent danger,;Lheheauens & carth 
being hid alike from his eyes wichin obſcu- 
rity, tor remedy repreſent to him deſpaire, 8 
in effec , his Indgement being now ſtupid 
with terror, hath notthe liberty of diſcourſe 
but to.conglude ypon hislofle, al things the 
while cotributing to his moſt diſaduantage, 
Himſelfe ſcesnor himſelfe/awhit, as if als 
ready he wezequite beſides himſelfe ; & the 
lictlefenlehe hath lefr hing,ſerues him, bur 
toſulfer euils ,which.in their excefilc dorob 
him of his ſpeach *s CC; violge3; not tidy es 
© -Thusbrought tothis-extremity, whers 
death is-/more-preſent, with-him then. lite, 
ſince he wholy dyes and liues but to halfes; 
he lifts now at laſt his-eyes to 'Heauen- 
wards ; Where he diſcryes a ray of light:to, 
diſcloſe. zhrqugh the birth -of the . Aurore 4; 
which ſernueshim asa Beakon or Watchto- 
wer4&remithim intathe. path of his way 
which-he had loſt - The day by little & little 
b makes the ſhadowes of death , with enul-. 
"© rone him, to.yaniſh.out of Gght, & with the, 

| | | A4 hope 
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hope of Iyuiog,affoards hint the conteritmGe 
ro beti61d the pre $ which tte hath eſ- 
caped: in ſo much aghe arriats roche places 
of his deſites wirth'a peru, More pleas 
fue then he felrpaine, - 

Let vs now-fay\, Weate theſs' Traiays 
Jours, wandeting in the rhicke'Forreft: of 
this wotld , during the 'darknes: of $yHis! ; 
which enwraps vs ore every fide.'®' The 
Winds of teniptations blufter without ceaſs 
in our carts ; cuery ſtopp we feertie'ts make 
forwards, leads ys'into the Totabe-,*finee 
we dye encry hotite; andthe abyſles are als 
wayes open to'ſ willow vs vp; a culpa- 
ble of a thouſattd ſores of 'crimies © Being 
brought to this eſtate, the Heauteh Hides 
felfe-trom our eyes, 25 not able to pretend 
awhit for it's glory : So as being oppreſſed 
with dinets dilafters {we breathithe/sytc of 
alyfe, fyll of anno yes, and'of viiſulfcrable 
affitions , _ | 
- The light of Etotnlty, which ſhities to 
vs itt the port' of the chey;isthis good 
ly 4#ters, who day difperſesthelhadowes 
ef our night fot euer, "What cotitentmerit 
roattie at this port: aifiidgſtſo matiy ſtories? 
What happinefle toenioy: the brightnes'6f 
5 Sir; which i$/not fbiet to Eclyples, af- 
ber bs many Was trigis | Weareall Pt- 

grimes, 
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of Death 1 Chap. 2: 29 

grimes , who continually trauayle, from 
thiswotld into the other; The darknes'of 
finneis the'thadow of our bodies, fincethey 


| accompany vs withour ceaſe; What incomes 


arable feliciry , to go forth'of out felues, to 
find outthat/day which ſhould }lumine'ys 
erernally?:What may we deſire in'Slavery, 
bur Liberty ©In:darknes, but light?:and int 
Trauayle, bur 'Ref#2 T his earthis xpriſong 
let vs neuer thinke, then, but to-recouer our 
libenys This yvniucky dwellings a place 
ot obicuriry,let/ys gape after tlic light. This 
fatalt Manfon , 4s ferrle-onely / bur: with 
thothes andaroublesy ber ys get forth of it's 
boundsz to fymidthe'ttme tranquillity: :.and 
according 28 wethall approach to the'good 
of death; to ſhall we diftatice out ſelnes #16 
the euits bf4yfe.: 17 1119 07 0 em ot 

O ſweerdeath where our 'miſeries termine 
themſelues vO cruel life; where ovr difa- 
ſets take theit begining !'O welconie 6eath 
whete 6tranndyesdo-tind their ſepulche! 
O dread tife where out: dolours! find -theit 
cradle! The molt afiliftedidraw al their e64 
ſolation from the hope of death. Ate wenot 
ofthis humber, as fubie& ro al] the diſgraces 
of L:6t; andto the cruell lawes of Fottude ? 
With-what ſweeter hope may we-mitigate 
out payties;then with that of a ſpeedy'breas 
A5 King 


, ——_— —_——— TI ———— 
—— . 


20 - - The ſweet Thoughts: : 
king the chaynes ot our captjuity 2?:If -we 
dyed not eutry houre, there would beno 
contentment toliue. For what likelyhood 
is there that a trauailour ſhould rake: any 
pleaſure toltop inthe midit of his way, du- 
ring thetyme of aſtorme ? Now the: world 
isneuer without tempeſts : What remedy 
were ittomake a ſtop at a flaſh of lighte- 
ning , or acracke of Thunder ,in the midſt 
of the way of our life? 375 2 


Being preſſed witha ſtorme, and encom= - 
paſled with Rockes; ſhall we notbeſ{eding Fi 
our deſires before hand to the port; with | 
this griete, for nothaving wings to fly more c 
ſwitclyrhither? Soasit the ſhip of: our life, | |" 
cannotland butatthe ſhore of the ſepulcher, 
is it notat this port whither we are to-aſpire : 
eucry moment, to put vs in the\Lee from | ©' 
Shipwrackes , whereof ſo many wiſePilots b 
have runne hazard ?. I hauenofeare but of Y 


old age, fatd Zenon, For of all euils, that of | 
lifejs the moſt intollerable. Ineffet if we | © 
thinke on the diuerstorments, that pull a- 
wayour life, by little and little from'vys, we 
ſhould be of Socrates his opinion , who of all 
the-momets of our life, prizethnone butthe 


laſt. O happy moment, & irkeſomerothoſe % 
that go before! { am troubled ( ſaid David) in T 
the bouſe of men : when hall 1 arriue mee that of ( 


my 


of Death. [ Chap.'2; It 


my Lord? He was alwaies going thither, but 


the way ſeemed ſo long and tedious to him, 
as he ſighed continually afterthe end of his 
JOUrNCy . A | 
All things tend to their Center; the Stones 
being rayſed from the earth , do borrow 
wingsto their weighty nature, to deſcend 
downe beneath, where they alwaycs hue 
their, looke, The Rivers, thovgh inſenti- 
ble ate touched with this amoutous curioe 
ſity to. reuilite continually their Mother. 
And the Piramida]l flames of fire do witnes 
they burne , but with deſice of ioyningthe= 
ſelues with their firſt beginning. Andhows 
beit their cndeauours are ynprofitable, yet 
haue they neuer other ſcope. The Heauen is 
our Center; with what more violent paſli- 
ons may we be quickned then with. that of 
being rauiſht from our ſelues, to joyneas A= 
romestotheir ynity, & as rayes to the body 
of their light? Thoſe Torches of the night 
whoſe numbers infinite, and beauty inc6- 
parable, not ſo gallatly ſbew vs their twin- 
ckling baytes , but to enthrall vs with their 
wonders. T hey ſhine not to vs, but to ſhew 
vs the way of their Azure vaults, as being 
the only. place of ourrepoſe. Andit ſeemes 
the galloping courle of the Sunne, goes not 
ſotufning the great globe of the ROE” $, 
ut 


x2 | The ſweet Thaughtes 
but to ſhew the way fromalott ynto the Inz 
habitants of the Earth. 

It ſome. one had the gift of-propheey, & 
that it were forerold ys, in a certalfne tyme 
ſet downe, that we were to poſſeſle an 
ample fortune, be it of goods or greatnefle, 
all tranſitory a likeywere it not credible, the 
day of this attendance Would be to ys of a 
long put-off ? How many fighes , as'Wit- 
neltes of our languours , ſhould we be {en- 
ding forth, before this felicity ſo promiſed ? 
The greateſt dolout we could poſſibly ſufe 
fer, would be but of impatience z for through 
forceof paſſionately deſiring this good , all 
ſorts. of euils would: be' inſenſible to vs - 
The Sanne thacpoſtsſo ſwift would then 
£0 luggiſhly, and its diligence could not 

ay ys a-Whit, from accuſing it of flouth, as 
otten as we gazed ypon Heauen. 

Let vs now conſider , the myſtery of 
this Propoficion, and ſay, that our Sauiour 
and the King of Prophets hath giuen vs this 
a{lurance from his mouth , that the laſt in- 
itancof our lyfe ſhalbe the firſt of our imt« 
motrality; and ſo on the dayof- our death, 


| Rl 
ſhould we poſſeſle an infinite number of I 


felicityes, be they in immortall goods, be Þþ;. 


they in the greatneſles of nature it ſelfe. 
From what{weet diſquietneſſes, might we 
w_ ceeme 


LUres 


— 


of Deagh.  '[ Chap. 2+ 73 
(ceme-to; be-exempr in the expeRation of 
his happines? The holy Soules whobreath, 
in this world the ayreof grace, live not,but 
ff the ioy they haue of continually,'dying . 
ith how many ſighes of loue,; and lan- 
oU0UT , ſite they Heauen art all houres? 
\|| che feyre daycs the Sun affoardsthemro 
their eyes, ſeeme to be ſolad &lowring,as 
1ardly-do they marke the diffetece berween 
elight and darknes, becauſe they loue-bur 
he eternall dayes, which are to ſhine tothe 
irth of thewfelicity . And this is the day of 
death, where ceaſing to be men , we begin 
0 be as Angels . ; 
$ . Frauncis wounded on all fides with a 
houſand darts 'of loue , fighes -in the pre- 
nce of his Mayſter,, for griefe that he can« 
not:dycof his wounds. He contemplates 
he wounds of his Redeemer, and his loo- 
es haue this Diuine vertue with them, as 
» make his ſoule ro reflent the ſmart. And 
hroughthe force of his {weettorments, the 
Ns Bmorous paſſion wherewith he is takenima=- 
n- Ke himto reflent thedolours of his Mays 
ne Mer, in{o much as the markes thereot'them» 
h, Erlucs are imprinics inhisftigmatized Body 
henit is, that ſoo wning with ioy,extafied 
ithpleafure,and raniſhed with a thouſand 
Its of: tehitiryes wholy Dinine » he hy 
: iters 


14 The ſweet Thoughtes - 

ſters himſelfe from the earth, ts approach ll | 
ynto Heauen. He fecles himſelfe ro dye of MF * 
loue , without being able notwithſtanding Il 7 
to looſe his lyte : for though his wounds be 
mortall , fince all rermine at the hart , yet ll * 
theircauſe is immortall . So as dyingin his ll { 
Iyfe , and liuing in his death, he dyes, hely- lf f: 
ues, Wirhout dying, and without Iyuing. h 
Of dying , what apparence , fince he 15 
ſunke in the ſpring of lyte? Of lyuing who 
would belieue it? Let vs then fay, that it he 
dye, it is of a Dzatha thouſand tymes more 
ſweer-then lyfe; andit he liue, it is of a lyfe 
of extaly, which teeles nothing of the hu- 
mane. 

,* This ſweet Saint , ſeeing himſelfe vnder 
the wound of the bloud of his Maiſter , be- 
lieued verily he ſhould make ſhipwracke, 
through force of defiring the ſame,in fo 
goodly a ſca, whoſe tempeſts wereſo much 
the moregratefullro him, as loue ſerued it 
ſelfe of his ſighes, to driue away the ſtorme. 
Andintruth, how could he looſe himſelfe 
inthe preſence of his Saujour, whoſe Croſle 
ſerues'him, as well for a watch-tower, at 
for a Hauen inthe midit of the torments, 
which his wounds haue cauſed ro grow in 
- him? He would feygne haue found ſome 
rocke', within this ſea of loue ; but the w 
(- - & 97 


a 
Be | 
6 oa 
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_ of Death: © '{ Chap. 2: T5 
lot who ſteeres the ſhip of his lite, 1s 4 Port 
ofafſurance for all the world; ſince he:co- 
mands the winds and tempelits . 

What-pleaſure needs maſt this great Saint 
take ,/to ſee himſelfe thus ſmitten with the 
ſelfe lame wouds of his Maiſter? The Crofle 
fayles bim 5 howſocueryet he hath it in the 
hart; The Crowne of Thornes he miſfeth ; 
but whatſay I ? he weares it in his Soule. 
But then at leaſt , he ſeemes not to be de- 
prived, but of: Nayles and Gaule ? I de- 
ceiue'my ſelfe. For as for the nayles he ca» 
ry es the markes thereof, as well in hands, 
feet , as ſide 3 and for gaule, the tongue ta« 
kes very greedily the {weet bitternes therof. 
O great Saint thrice happy! Tel vs the plea+ 
ſure whichi1s to dye, ſince you dy ſo {weet- 
ly in the extaſies of your felicities ? How 
irkſome needs muſt life be to you, and the 
earth be in contempt with you, in this traſ- 
poretva of 10y , Wherunto you are ray- 
ſed'£i” 

$. Stephen hath beheld the Heauens ope- 
ned; and you his hatt, who hath created 
them.-S. Paxl hath ſcene ſo admirable things 
2s/might not betouldyand you felt ſuch de+ 
licious as cannot beexprefled. S. Peter hath 
beene dazeled througha beame of glory; 8: 
you'by one of lone,” whoſe light hauing 
| pierced 


\ \ dy 
A 
" "# ? 
"w - 


76 » .The ſiveet Thowghtet + 
pierced your darkſome body, bath made ir 

tranſparent to the eyes of all the world; ſo 
commanicating it's diuine qualityes :there+ 
into; as the markes therof. remayne eternal. 

5. Toby hath ſlept vpon the boſome: of his 

Maiſter; and by a ſweet tranſport your bart, 
got through , and fought, within the bo+ 

fone of his hart , your moſt affuredirepo> 
ſe. This ſame diſciple hath beene a; witnefle 
of his 'rorments; and you participant 'sf: bis 
ynes , with this glory yermoreober, of 
earing.as well che wounds in the Soule, as 
the markes on the body. So as your fauours 
are ſo.deare,as- none dare enuy them for fear 
ot preſumption; though otherwiſe they be 
moiſt worthy of enuy « -- | Fs 

- - wonder the thoughts of Death ſhould 
be eiſpleaſing, fince we dye wut pleaſure 
inthe lite wwe lead. There are none ſo-blind 
in the knowledge of themſelnes, that know 
not how:they dy euery houre ; were it; not 
Juſt then, that we ſhould thinke yporthat 
which we ate continually a doing'? And 
wheretore ſhall we nottake pleaſyre at this 
thought,ific bethe|moſ}ptofirable & ſweet 
that we are able to:conceine ? It-33 /ymnpol- 


ſibis rs rhinke of death, but we mult needs 
be chmking of: Ettrnall life: which {ugceds 
the ſame: orzatherfay. we! It is impolible 
b<3iSin tO 
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to thinke of the imaginary 'ewl} of death, 


And where ſhall we befinding of thoughts 
both ſweeter and deerer, then thole of. our 
Soueraigne Good? Soas if for the rayſlin 

of our fpirits thither, we are to paſlle intouh] 
imaginations and idea's of-death;; the light 


of the Sunne which ſhal-ſerue vs tor obiez 


ſhall diſperſe all thoſe vayne ſhaddowes, 
which ſubſiſt not butthrougha falſe opinio. 
The ſtarre of the day, neuer ſhewes more 
bewtifullthe when it hatheſcaped, through 
flight,from a ſhole of clonds which do hide 
its light . Thoſe obſcureclouds , ſo ſtrongly 
relieue the flaſh of its light, as thenceir ap= 
peares to be radiant in exceſſe. The like may 
we ſay:of our Reaſon, being as the Sunne of 
our life , that from the tyme-ir eſcapes from 
all theſe vayne ſhadowes of feare and dread; 
which do veyleits brightnes; itappeares {06 
ſhining, as it ſerues for atorch to paite very! 
confidently withall , from this life 140:rhe-0# 
ther. The Will loues but the Good zitis rhe 
Needle that is alwayes a pointing. at this 
Pole. It is the Iron, which- inceſſantly fol- 
lowes this'Adamant, asits only obie&:'In 
fuch forty awe arenor capable of loue, but 
to purchaſethe good which is preſented vn« 
toys, beit falle , imaginary, or true And 
therin 
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a8 The ſweet Thougbtes 
therin is iudgement. giuen-ys to know the 
1nd that is from the ane, andthe 0-= 
INETS$> 641 | 
- Now, that life isa falſe good, there may 

&:doubt be made ,: fince it hath no. other 

ndation init , then misfortunes &,my+ 

ſeries - That 1t4sa0 imaginary-good,we ate 
enforced to-belieue;, whules its pleaſures arg 
but of fancyes and dreames . Bat that death 
isatrue good, weare:to-houldforcertaine, 
Gnceiristheend of the terme of pur exile, 
of ourcaptiuity., of our ſufferances. For we 
cannot enter into; glory but bythe gate of 
the tombe, where þcing reduced to our no- 
thing, we returne 19 our firſt beginning. 
$ weetthen are the thoughtes, which make 
the life faſtidious and death pleaſing; & yet 
more {weer the deſires, that termine all our 
hopes in Heauen. Such as know not the. 
Artofdying well & diliciouſly,are ynWwor- | - ; 
thy.to kiue , lmpatience in the, expeRation | ba 
of-death ,is more {enſible toa holy. Soule, 
then the greateſt pleaſures ro a man of the 
world . Wecannat love lite , but in-cheriſhs 
mg.the fatall accidents, that are inſeparable 
from:it, which made Terence to ſayzThat be lo+ 
ged not any thing,of all: that which was in-him, but 
the bope of a ſpeedy dyimg, Sint 

« AneflcR, there is no. greater: canſolarien 
| ! JN 
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wel with all-the : pam ram nr 
cleave VRto ir, ofalbthe. congiraursthavare 
found, in, nature: , thatiſimeol man would 
prooueito. be the moi eqrouryun ihe ab 
flited loue not, butby the: fweet: expeAa- 
tion of death;, and:the.others of: 1hie hopeof 
aſccondlife., with reaſon: imagining wich 
chemſelues, that if on earth they berouched 
with ſome pleaſure, they halbe one-dayace 
compliſhed/in Heauen with al:deſtrable d& 
lights Ang throvgh:the:good! of our death 
it 1s, that we poſleſleths ſoneraigne pood:of 


 eternall life. It is theentryof our te licivy, - 


the pallage ftxom the falſeand imaginary ;'1d j! 
the trugandalwayes permanons, He' is yer 
ynborne, whoſe batt being 'gliined: withal 
ſorts of contentments, hath. neuer gaped'at« 
ter new pleaſures, 9-211) 2nt77* DIO 
: Thereagnota Soulein tbe world ,- how 
bappy ſocuer-it thinkedr-lelfe, that pointy 
not is pretenſions beyond: that fame which 
it poſſeſſecty, We hokd irgood to berich, our 
defixes are 'alwayes inchaſe of Good'.:We 
are rayſed; tp; the rop of the greareſd 'dignt- 
ties, we bnild new Fhranes in our imaginas 
tion , notfinding on: eanhſcape inovgipro! 
ſatisfy our Ambition withalj:Iniſo muchas 
ma batlifalwajes Ts A ae 2 
164 (6 B 3 e 


20 The ſioter ThowgPrde 
-he hath once propoſed to himſelfe” -: Which 
makes ys ſeniiblyro perceiue, that thevbie&t 
Hf. out defires, is forth of nature zarid that if 
'welrgh in the midſt ofour felicityes, i It can 
-be but of the-hope wwehaueto poſſeſſe ſome 
greater -then-they: .” We have lyued: long 
3nough then; ra Tantaths his Hel; where'we 
arecontinualtyiathirſt, without being euer 
able rodrinke./ Wemuſt be 'vſing' of ſome 
xiolence with our felues,and go couragiou- 
ſly before:death;/fince'it isthat which with- 
rren this ſecond®life from'vsz" wherein 
abides the accompliſhment of our happines. 
To. dje, is 'but/ro"caſt into the wynd the 
laſt fGgh:ofour miſeries; Todje, is burto make 
aparttion .of our ſehues},” commeniding the 
body tothe Earth, & the 'Soule'vnato Hea- 
uen;. To dye, is. butto.bida laſt" adiev to the 
world, preferring the company of 'Angels 
befote.chat ofmen «T6 dye, is'to'beno more 
vnhappy - Todje, istodeſpoyle'ys of our in- 
firmicics ,andtoreueſt vs with a"nature ex- | +; 
emptfromſuffzrances. Oſweet death, fince | 
1t leades vs to the. ſpringtof-lite!: O ſweet 
death, ſince itgives ys the Eternity of glory” 
in.exchange of a moment of 'dolour!: O 
ſweet death, fince ir makes ys ro reuibe for 
euer, ina felicity immortal! 
+0 yes Soules of the world, thinke chen 
alwayes 
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of Deah... . :[Chap. 2. 2r, 
alwayes of death, if you willtaſt with plea- 
ſure oF {weetnes of life , For itſhalbe cuen. 
ih this lalt moment, where you ſhal receiug. 
the Crowne of all the others ; you may figh 
longinough in your chaynes, you are neuer 
like to be delyuered thence; it-teath come 
not to breake the gates of your priſon . Go 
beforerit: then; and carry-in your-counte- 
nancethe defire of meetip git , rather theh'a 
feare to be touched with it. We ſhouldiufs 
fer with, a goodcheere, tha; ſame whictwe 
mult of neceſſity endure. What ſay Icndure? 
- & Verexa'payne, is approach tothe end of 
© Þ onescuils? Wereiit a payne to becomefor e- 
© Þ yer exempt fromtheir (ufterances?. Let. ys, 
© | ratherfay.,,a; Conrentment, ſince thereby 
” | do we get forth of ſadncs, to enter intoioy 
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Let.ys 
bandane) the dwelling of misfortunes ,..to 
lue.grernally.in that of the felicities of Hear 
UG [| THIN LESS 7 Dfifles! |. O] Yligun? 
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SP EAT H? hath it's delights, as 
q well-as Lyfe © 1b was never 
more happy, nbrmore'content 
then" at ſuch tyme; a5hie aw IM © 
25>0* himſelfe ypon the Flirone'of I 
his danghill , oppreſſed vader the burden of 
his miſer 5 He Hyel ſo delicibafly*m the 

depth of his d6lours, 'as he would Hine (fy I 3h: 
fered il wayts,, ant have dyed ihceſantly i MW! 
chat maiiher . His wounds, fertiey him'asa' 

firtour to his lone © For, in 100king there= 
tnts,” lie becanjecattoiitous or fe: but 
Fetlbutd he-not thi Fe, but (t&&y@26hi+ 
tinually: ſo pleaſing was death vato him, 
therby to obey him who had impoſed that 
law,vpon him. Loue changes the natureof 
thinps. From the tyme that a Soule is chaſt= 
ly taken with this paſſion , it neuer ſuffers 
for the ſubie& which it loues. The paynes 
and torments therot are changing the name 
& quality within the hart. They are Roſes 


tatherthen Thornes, For if it ſigh, itsof ioy 
an 
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of Death. T'C Chap Zo IF 
4nd not of payne : if it be neceſſary to dy;1o 
conlerue this louely-caufe of.fts life, iris no 
death toir, buta'meere rap: of contentment 
which ſriers 1 irfrom it-felfe; in fauour of 
another ſelfe; Which its loues miorethen-it 
ſelfe In ſuch wie as it begins to line con< 
tent, from thepointit begins to dye in; of 
arher to:rake' s flight; towards the obiet 


hath propoſed to it ſee; ef the full pets 


feftion = its loue. 

"From this'goodly 'Yetity , do I draw 
this! lyke confkequence » T at/ che hearts 
Wounded with diutne loue do/ neuer figh 
in their torments, but of the ap ptechenſion 
they haue of their ſhort Aitrainbet 6& Death; 
which to'ys feemes ſo foule and defornied; 
ypon the ſilent, changing ifscountenan+ 
ce, in their reſpe&appeates a"thouland ty- 
mes more DEabtifoll, then ie. Whence it is, 
that they are-alWayes thinking thereon; t6 
to bealwayesedhitent; Mice it ts'the point 
where tlieit payne$do termine; 8& where 
their felicityes begin . The” moſt pleaſing 
thoughtes; which our ſpirit can tell which 
way to conceyue, can haiie mo Sther obiect 
theii' that of contentment;'6fptofit, and of 
vertiiez in (0 thiich as they are the three ſorts 
of $60ds wherero oiit will is tyed. | © 

Now; Where ſhall we find more plea- 

B 4 {ure 
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24 _.- Tre ſweet Thoughts 
lure then inthe.thought' ot- death... ſince it 
bs the great day, of our Fortune, where we 
take polle(lion of the delights of Heauen? 
Where more profit, then, 1a the.ſ{elfe ſame 
tought zfince the ſoueraygnegood, which 
is promiled to:ys, is the But, the 'End, and 
QbieR.thereot ? And where-mote-vertue, 
then to thinke alwayes of, Death-;3-whileſt 
with the armes of theſe {weert.rhoughts we 
triumphouer vice *I belieueit is impoſlible 
to alt pleaſures withont thinking of death, 
in.regard theſe delights are,continually a 
flyingaway and inceſlan;ly dy with vs: in 
ſuch wiſe, that if we cannot reflent the cons 
tentments þut, within their fruity, & in runs 
ning alwayesafter them; they are rather diſ- 
lealures, then pleaſures, and'therefore we 
fold there are-no greaterdelights, the thoſe 
of thinking of, Death, as;being-.the only 
meane to make them eternall.. EE | 
-  Whenlreſent yato. my ſelfe S. Laurence 
extended ypon the deuduring, flames ., but 
yet more burned vyith the fire, of his loue , 
then with that of his. puniſhment, how he 
£ryes. out with a cheerefull,yoyce, inthe 
mid{t of the-heates, which conſume him, to 
be. turned.on the other {ide ,as f he thought | ., 
he ſhouldnot dye, but by. halfes-, being ſo | ſe: 
bur halfe burned; I do feele. my ſelfe _ gr 
| {he 
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fornor ſuffering it; for that his lite being all 
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of Death, \--+Chap. 3. 24 
ſhed with the ſame iumps of ioy,that tranſ- 

orted him, Death is ſo welcometo'him, as 
he deliciouſly roles his body on the coles, 
as ithey were very. beds of Roles ::Soas if 
he be touched with any payne at all, it is 
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of loue-, finds its element in: the fue: what 
conſumes1t, and theretote he fighes ot glad- 
hoy all heexpireadmidit thoſe: heats, if 
his'hart be.allaflame. already , & his Soule 
of Fire ? For it he,were to be turnedinto 
aihes , the ſtronger muſt needs preuaylecSo 
as, he cannot beconſ{umed, but through the 
fire at his lone, O {weet encounter -Q wel- 
come co mbat! And yet more deerethe T'rxi- 
umph! Death afſayles him- with Aames;, it 
allaulcs him with heats; but the fire whete- 
with he is holily burned, triumphes.,& rg- 


duceth himco aſhes; ſoto render themas co- 
ſecrates, .. This: great Martyrnener taſted in 


his life more {weerpleaſutes:the that ot fee- 
ling-bimſelfe to dy vpon this bed of flames, 
becauſereſenting death; he felt the delights 
ofjimmortall life, wherot hemade himſclte 

a crowne. Roto vl of Ki 
Kings, Princes,and allthoſe whoareray-- 
ſed|to{omegreat fortune,, confeſſeitto. be- a 
greatpleaſure tody,, fince they dycuery ho- 
Bs WCt 
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»6 ' The fbeet Thiwbbres 
refoliweetly amidit their greatneſſes. Ifay, 
ſo ſiweeily , tor their{pirits and their ſenſes ate 
{ſo ſtrohgly occupyed with their continual 
noyes, as the Clocke Which keepes accompt 
ofthe houres of our 1yfe , may Toundlong 
inough its 24. houres a'day, and they heed 
it no more, tnen if they were ſtarke deafe, 
Andthe night tullof torrour-, which -r& 
preſenrs to ys the ſame of the Sepulcher, cis 
notfrighe them any more, then if they yyere 
quite blind. Needs muſtthe charrmes of theit 
pleaſures be 1trong, to mike them inſenſi- 
ble to that which croucheth them ſo neete; 
S. Auguitin ayd , how the greatneſſes 6f the 
wortd;alperſed a kind of leproſy on the fou- 
ic, which even berummed all the ſenſes of 
the greateſt Porenratsf the earth. In effe&, 
all rheir fighes, all cheir aRionsdo but cat 
ry the countenance of Dieath-with therf, & 
yer perceyue they nd whit therof.''A 


thing'! To lige, and fi6tt6 thinke of 1yfeat ri; 


any ryme; obirathet of Death ; fits t6 tide 
anddy is but one thing ! It is yet truenot- 
withſtanding , that we dye without ever 
thinking ot deathz wherin do we [pbife our 
ſelues of the ſweeteſt contentments of fe, 
becaufe our whole felicity conſiſts in dying 
well ; and the meanes' to incurte'kÞlorl- 
ous deathyis alwaiestochinkeof the Os 


of Daath." i 1{. Chap. 3. 27 
ofyfe; to the end co beencouragedthroygh 
hope ; 20 poſletle the eternall glory which 
is promiſed vnto vs. We'do naturally loue 
our {ſe{lues-with ſoltrong afteftions, thatall 
the powers :of the world ; are not able to 
burſt/the chaynes thereof, 14 1+ +11hg 4 
But' what more mighty proofes may we 
affoard ofthis verity; then; thac of thinking 
conrintal{yof Death; ſince the ſame 5s the 
day of-cvir 'Friumph ?-7/bencsball 1, begin: to 
lize noz 10:dje for ever? (ayth the:Royalli/Pre- 
pher ,Ourlyfeis 4 continnall combatz;and 
the day of our Death is tkavbt our Victore. 
Alt the"Nartyrs though they were: ini the 
thickeſt bf the fight, and alwaies inthe aRt- 
on 'of- defending” theinſefues'; . yet:in this 
watr6ofrhe world, choapht themſclues ve- 
ry happy to findthe octativny where! they 
_ to-appeare the laſt 'enderrionys 
ofthet fourape inthe 'midfy of corments; for 
that they fourjd in/Death thecrowne'ot, im» 
mort4ll 'yfe.,-O' ſwetrlyte; and:crucll the 
ittendate)! co! 011 2007 Sf) , £9 4114 
- 1 A3"oftely 28% WEeearry- our 


| thaughtes 
beyon®flafut6; atzd teuen- ro Heauen Our 
ſpirit t#wmaines whobyſmidfed therewith 4 
b:vabſe thay if this divine fpircty ; where 
it ſeegit fee elevate# abone it (ele; it be- 
gnstoligt'heIyte of Angells The carth 
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'2$ .- The ſiveet Thodghtes *; 
3s imcontempt with 4c, and when thechay: 
inesof it s body:falloff in their! firſt: conditis 
on, it ſuffers their. tyranny throughcon+ 
'Ntraint . So that, if it be permined.vs at all 
-moments;t0 abzdonthe world in-thought; 
to haue thereby ſome. feeling of, heauenly 
delights 3 hould we. be: our; enemies ſo 
"farre, as to contemne theſe dinine pleaſu- 
xes , in groueling without ceaſe in our mis 
ſeryes , while"the"only meanes .to be tous 
-ched: with it; 1s tothinkg on Death ; ſince 
'thereis no other way inlyte, tofyndrhe fe- 
-licity we ſeeketort: el (16,303 1970 10 
-..: We may piouſlyſaythat the; Virgin pu- 
-reſt; & molt holy{lwed on earth alyte hitle 
differing fromochat:lyfe which is liued in 
-Heauen'qher ſpirit alh divine; intertayned 
icſelfe alwayes with- the Angels; or rather 
with God himſelf; while ſhe had:the glory 
of bearing him within: her ſacred; wombe , 
orinher armes;|\inſ{o;much as her life was 
avoluntaryDeacth;all.of Joue,-ſeeing-that 
through loue , ſhe tooke no pleaſnre”bur,to 
dye ,{o to poſlefle more perfectly the-onely 
obiect of her lyfe . - She prized not her dayes 
bat inthe expeRation of their laſt night, as 
knowing its darknes was to: produce the 


brightnes of anetetnal day, wherof herſelfe Þ 


had-beene the Aurora. O how fweet would 
4 it 
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of Deaths" Chap:'3. _. 79 
it be, to be able to live in thar fort, forto dye: 
deliciouſly! Iris not'alife wuly immortall 
(0 be alWayesthinking'of death, if death af-" 
ford vs immortality?” Hi ſatidious 15 the life 
ofthe world ; the Pfropheteryes ? Let vsnow 
then be ioyning our yoyceto his cryes, and' 
ſay , that death only is'to be wiſhed tor.” All 
the holy Soules, Which imitation of my 
Sautour, haus zdorned'theſelues with thor-! 
nes, have been turning the face tothe tom:b= 
wards, thefe'to gather Roſes . With death'it 
3s, Where they termine'their deareſt hopes. 
So as if they live content, it 3s not bur 
throuely the: ſweet hope Which they Haue 
"Yo dye. - | 
|| © yeeprophane Spirtts, who ſacrifice 
4 [1ot but to yoluptuouſnes, pull off the hood 
of paſſion that thus blinds you, to deſtroy 
thoſe.aultars of Idojatry; whereon you im- 
molate your ſelues, without thinking of ir, 
for puniſhment of your cry mes. If you will 
know the true pleaſure indeed, it confiſts of 
thinking of Death, as of the Spring that pro- 
cuceth ,our delights. Our. Crownes are at: 
the end of their carieze, nor {hall we ever 
ome to poſſeſie the Soueraygne God, to. 
hich we aſpire with ſo much feruour and - 
neſt, but by the way of Death. ben hall 
ceaſe to lyue with men, layth Dauid? He is e- 
uen 
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320. The ſiveet Thoughtes: \, 
uen troubled amigit the, ject Þ of the: 
earth. His Scepterand his Crownearc ſo, 


contemptible to him, as he would willing- 
Ly change his Throne with the dunghijll of 
169 , on condition to. dye with his conftans. 

Toliye, is,no, more then to; be {eque» 
(1.04 from that which.one loues :'and/ aftex 
God, what may we 1oue? Attex him; what 
may we deſire? So'as, ifnow theſe holy at# 
fetions & thele diuine withes cannot. looks, 
on plory,, but in paſling bythe Sepulcher, 
ler.vs thinke continually on Death,as ofthe 
way wWe.take, & which weare yet to. make. 
This1s the onely meane to render vs-conr 
tent, forthat theſe thoughtes are inſeparable 


trom the eternall felicity which is promu- 
led vs, 


That it belongeth but only to cond $ pint 
to thinke continually of Death, 


"CH AP. IIII, 


V CH as know the Art of fa- 
miliarizing death with life , 
through continual remebrance. 
of their end, do neuer changet 
The COUNIENAance In aNy Perits 
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« | che things which are agreavie to them; {pas 
E Þ they xemayne invincible in theis miſeryes, 
» | through the knowledge they haue, of their 
-_ 

x 


condition . Wounds neuer hurttheir ſoules, 

| Þ andall the maladies. wherewith they may 
t | be touched, afflict but their body only, Their 
» | good Spirit habituated with the ordinary 
encounter of a thouſand ſad accidents inſe- 
parable from lite, taſts their bucternes in is 
cturne,and teeles their thornes without any 
murmuring. The end of all actions ought tg 
be the firſt ayme ofthe iudgement that con- 
ceiues them, if it will unthe griefe of has» 
uing done them . So as from the tyme that 
weaice capable of realon,are we toſerue our 
{clues of it, to.confider the neceſſity of our 
5, mortal and tranfitory condition ; tbar.the 
continuall obieR of our end, may lerue as 2a 
condition -& meancs to arriue happily-the- 
reuntOs - Gre 
The wiſer ſort atethoſe, who repent at 

_ - [leaſt, for that which they hauedone; & true 
fa- Fviſedome ,conſits in- not cominting tolly . 
© » JAnd what more great may a man aGmit,the 
DEE Bhat, to-never thinke of death, ſinceit is the 
" d whereall our actions receive their, prizs 
I. br payne? Remember thou Death ( the Wilma 
BS ſayth) 
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22 The ſiveet Thowghtes 
ſfayth) and thou 5 balt never ſyn - O-glorious re- 
membrace, who raiſcſt ysto ſo higha degree 
of honour, as neuer to offend God, which is 
theonly pettetion ofthe Soule, next to the 
knowing him, and louing him withall ! 0 
glotious remembrance , which changeſt our 
trayle andguilty Nature into one Which! is 
wholy innocent O glorious remembrance 
thatrmakeſt ys deliciouſly to breath the ayre 
of Grace , ſince they liue in the eſtate todye 
euery hower , for to liuc eternally ! O-glo- 
rious remembrance, which on earth makeſt 
vs the intiabitatits-of Heauen?O glorious re- 
membrance, wherethe Spirit findsboth its 
Good, and repoſe. 

Whea I repreſent to my ſelfe the pitiful 
eſtate of our Condition, I am afrayd of my 
ſelfe : for diſaſters and milſeryes do ſoattend 
vs at the heeles, as there is almoſt no medium 
betweene dying and lyuing. Weſigh with- 
out ceaſe, the whole ayre we breath, & our 
very being that ſo tumbles al wayes towards 
Its end, wiſheth not, bur its not being, whi- 
ther euery inſtant leades it withour inter- 
miſſion . What better rhoughtes may we 
now conceiue, then of theſe verities; ſince it 
Is too true, that we are borne vnhappy, for 
to live miſerable, vntill the point ofdying? 


And the only mcane to change this miſery 
wah into 
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23 
into happines; 4s cuery A 10 thinke 
ypan it, tor featecot falling enerinto neglect, 
$ Þ vr forgetfalnesobout ſelnes: 1 : 
| ''Thereare-feeble Spirits ,- who dare not 
carry”-their thoughts yntothe end of the ca+ 
riete-of their life; /they euenfayntin the mid 
way ; theit thadoweaffrights:them ; they te- 
are euery thing they imagine, without con- 
ſidering the dbiec of their teare ſubſilts not 
but in their fancy onty'; and bow: by that 
meanes; tO become/ingenious to: torment 
themſelues: To feare death, is to feare that 
whictisnot, finceitis but amere priuatio, 
and to haue a further feare:otthe thought 15 
to fly the thadowy of his ſhadow' which is 
nothing - Wherein/theſe Spirits do but feed 
their owneweaknes, lining in:death, and 
dying in-their-life; wirhoutdreaming once 

of Deatir.-Bur'what goodly matter ( will 
they ſay, 1ſoro mayntaine their errour )for 
one. to thinke' of that, which naturally all 
the world abhors'? Is irnot to be miſerable 
inough tobe borne, and ro 1yue, & dye In 
my ſeries, without. one be burying his ſpirit 
before his Body;through the continual me- 
mory' of hisend?Jr iseuen as much, as ta 
tory makeonesſelfe/vnhappy beforehand , foto 
ng*F dreame of che euils,Which we cinot auoyd. 


ſery[ tis inoughtoendute the conſtantly, when 
_ C they 
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3% _. | The ſweet Thoughtet: ; 
tneyarriue, without goingto meet with the, 


as it.it could .cuer arriue too-late. 

Feeble apparences of Reaſon! Admit that 
Nature abhorres Death , as theruine of this 
ſtrait vnio of the body with the ſoule;know 
we not allo how this nature, blind in allits 
paſſions, and brutiſh in-all its feelings, takes 
alwayesthefalfe good forthe: true , not be» 
Ing ableco worke, but by the Scnſes, which 
as mareria[l, take 1ts part { T'obelieuc: now 
that our miſeryesaugment, by this thought, 
that we lyue & dye miſerable, were much; 
while on add cotrary we do bluntithe: point 
of theirthornes;-in ſo thinking of them , in 
regard this continuall conſideration of our 
misfortunes in this life, makes vs to take the 
way of yertue, for the attayning one day 
theglory, and telicity of the other:. To imas» 
gine it alſoto bea griefe , to: dfeame aſlidu- 
ouily of Death, as ot an incuitableeuill, is a 
meere imaginatio which cannotſubkiſt , but 
within itſclfe; For we are neuer to thinke 
of Death, but as of a neceflary good , rather 
then'of an infallible cuill,fince otherwiſe,it 
7: nothing ot it fel te, We ſhould only repre- 
fent ro our felues that weareto change both 
condition and life ;and how this: change, 
can beno wayes made, but at the end of our 


courſe, whither we are continually waAbHg 
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and that without pauſe awhit. Our being of 
ic(elfe deſtroyes itlelte , by lictle and hile, 
withall things els of the, world beſides. Iris 
a funerall Torch burning by a Sepulcher , 
that ſhines as long as the. wax of. our body 
laſts, while euen.the leaſt blaſt of diſaſter is 
able toextinguithir for cucr, For how beit 
the earth be large and fpacious , yet hath it 
noe voyd place, in its whole extent, but 
where to point every one his Tombe;euen 
as nature, which though fruitfull of it ſelfe 
to produce many Wonders, yet ftndsan im=- 
potency withall ro engender tyyice its Iy- 
uing workes, 

The Fables informe vs well , how Exrix 
dice-was delyuered from -herchaines in Hell 
bur not from her priſon ; ſhe had the power 
to approach ynto the bounds of the diſmall 
place of her captmity, but not to ſet her ſelte 
at liberty. So as if the Poets, within the Em- 

ire Which they haue eſtabliſhed ro them- 
——_ baue religiouſly held this inuiolable 
law, of. not to be able to dye twice z with 
What reſpet ought weto adore the truth {o 
knowne to euery one, and (o ſenfible to all 
the world? And the knowledge which we 
haue thereof, thould yncefſantly draw our 
| pinits , to theſe thoughres , to the end they 


{ltray nor, iathe labyrinths of fin, which.is 
C2 the 
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36 . + The ſwett Thoughtes ' 
the only Death of'the 'Soule. | } 
| When | repreſentto/my ſelfe the faces 5 
which theſe men of the world do make 
when they are ſpoken to of Death, I haus 
much ado to belieue, they are capable of rea- 
ſon , fince they ftaile thereof , in the conſi- 
derationof this important yctity , that they 
are burmecre purrcetaction and a little/duſt, 
ready to becalt into the wind 1n' the twin= 
cklingof an eye : That walke they where 
they will , they but trample their Tombe 
yndertoore, ſince the earth ſeemesto chalege 
Its earth whereof they ate moulded and fra+ 
med. They ſhut their eares tro the diſcourſes 
that are made tothem of Death, which they 
are oneday to incurre;' and-open them to 
hearken to theClocke, whoſe houres & mi- 
nutes inſenfibly coduct them into theSepul- 
cher, Whither willingly they would neuet 
go. In ſo much, as howbeir they are haſting 
euery moment to death, yet they dare not be 
caſting their eyes on the way they hould,as 
If che ſight could forward their paces: wher- 
in truly, I can not abide , nor excuſe their 
puſillanimity , fince the danger whereints 
they put themſelues, produceth an irrepata- 
ble domage . 
This ſame is an infallible maxime, That 


fuch as ncuer dreame of death, do neuer _ 
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of Death. 1 [ Chap;: 4+ 27 
ke of God, foraſmuch as one-cannot-come 
at him, butby Death onely. On the other= 
fide , not to thinke.euer of, the end ,, which 
touldcrowne our workes,, were as much; 
as tocontemne the meanesoft our Saluation 
and-ſp/to forgetour Saniour. who with his 
proper lyfe,, hath tanſomed ours .. The eye 
cannot ſee at one and-the ſelte ſame tyme 
two different obie&s, in diſtance onefrom 
the other . The lyke, may. we ay, ;of the 
Spirit, though 1 it's. pOWers. 'be. diverſe, 
yer,can it not faſten: its affeions | Vpon 
two ſubieRs at once,.ynequall and ſeue; 
zall one from the other - .If-it, loue the E+ 
arth;then is Heauen in,contempt with it: if 
zt haue.anexireme paſſion of ſel 
its lyte, the diſcourſes of death are dreadful} 
to it, And by how muchit ſequeſters it (elfe 
from choughtes of its. end, the leſſe ap pproay 
chethit ro. God through thoſe yery thoghts. 
Lord ,' I will thinke of my Lifi Us. ſaydthe 
Propher)for to remember thee. T his great King 
andgreat Saint withal,did belieue the me- 
mory of Death wasinſeparable from that of 
his Mayſtcs , lince dye he needs mult one 
day himſclfe .,.. 

.. OlweerDeath, and yet mare ſweet the 
remembrance, if it betrue , that it power» 


y reſiſts agaynit alt.manner of vice ! We 
C3 cannot 


2] 
A 


Sal .aT: } 4 


ap Jo, 


FEYO7 


28 *-The ſivtet Thoughtes - 
cannot know good fpirits, but throgh good 
actions, & there is none better in'Tyfe, then 
then of preparing ones felfe for death. What- 
ſoeutt we cando which is admirable indeed 
looſeth the whole'admiration, if it have not 
Telatio therunro, nor may 'a'man bethought 
to haue[yued, butto'dy rather, who'thi oe 
not euer of this {weet neceſſity, wherebt the 
law diſpenſeth with no-man. The greateſt 
erfection confilts; for one to-know'him- 
ſelfe, ſo as the Spirit: cannot make ics Emi- 
nency appeare, but by beholdingir ſeltein 
Its nature, created torender the continuall 
homage 'of reſpe@ ro'its Creatour. And be- 
ing abaſed in this neceſſary ſubmiſſion , 
it thould conſider thatits immortality boiids 
ypon eyther an eternall payne, otels 'on a 
lyke glory, andthatit is notat all, butto be 
happy for euer,or eternally vahappy.Vpon 
theſe conſiderations, it may found the yeri- 
ty of its glory, ſince it could not tell how 
to purchaſe eythera luſter, or a greaterthen 
that of knowing well itſelfe .'Fors' then, 
its divine thoughts make it to take it's light 
towards the place of its origin, - not prizing 
the earth, but to purchaſe there the merit of 
Crownes, which irpterends to poſleſſe in 
Heauen. BIO 
Among the infinite number of:errours , 
Tha which 
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ef Death. ["Chap: 2. 29 
which make'the'greatelt part of the world 
ro be guilty of crime ,thisſame is one of the 
moſt conimon of al; Toefteeme(forſooth) 
thoſe extremely ; who are eloquent, be it 
of the rongne'or pen, and to put themin the 
Tancke:of-the' more excellefit Spirits; As 
thoſe alfo, who through a thouſand fleights; 
being al very criminal;ca tel} tow roamaſſe 
a great deale'of riches to aritte to the higheſt 
dignityes. Thusdo the ſpirits of the world, 
and areſo eſtcemed by ſuch as they, Burl 
anſwere with the Prophet ,, how all theit 
Wwiſedomeis folly betore God', The good 
ſpitits-indeed arc alwaies adheringtogaad, 
andthereisno/ottier in lyfe;-rthen-thar!; to 
beallwayesthinking of death; for to learne 
to dy well, Since in thisapprentiſhip only, 
are comprigedall the ſciences of the world. 
Eloquennee hath ſaued neyther Crcero; nor 
Demoſthenes: Riches have vidone Creſus: $0 
oreatnefleshaiie thrown Belus King of Cy 
pros out of his Throne, intoa dunghiil.' To 
what purpoſe {erues it , to: know howto 
, | falkewell, if weſpeakenotof-chings more 
neceſſary, and moreimportant.of our ſalua» 
vation'?* To what end ſerues it to berich , 
ſince we muſt needs. bea dying miſerable?' ' 

On the other fide; thereis no other riches 
tnenthat of Vertue; and I-had much ratber: 
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49 » The dere TONE & 
pollpleone abque z;then the-grownes of all 


the Kings of-ze !World belo vw. What plea» 
ſure maya man take to hehold himfelfe rays 
ſed to, 'T ups =__ he wm dar Faux 
moment, be;ge(endinginto:theSepulcher? 
Whartis won, of allthoſe, who haue beepe 
mounting the degrees ot Forzune ,&: beene 
ſeene on the top otmoſt.eminens-dignities? 
Diſaſtres , oz4ime which.changes all chiogs, 
haye let them-tall into. the;Vombe; z {oa 
there:remaynes no. more of thez/huctbe. bare 
remembrance , that lometymeszthey haue 
beene. Conſider we then, and boldly let vs 
{ay ,how it belongs togood:Spugtsonlys te 
becuery houre; thinking ot Deatbpfince we 
dy euery howerzT hat theſe thaugbresare 
the moſt ſublime, avhere with a ghad foule 
mayentertaine:tfelfe>-T hatdat althe-wayes 
which may lead vs;to Hcauenjthere 15nons 
_ moreaſlured, they that otchntionually thine 
king.of the Jaſtinftany, which. taulb wultify 
or coidemne'all the, pther of our. life for that 
ouratios taks their Rule fro thelg though» 
res toireceiue:the price ofahem..' All the xeft 
is but yanity 4 andmeeretolly (15, V3&!19326 
. 'Out oftheſe thoughtes ; there 35!tio goody 
Out of theſe thoughtes,, there Is | norepoſi 
Whothinksnot obdeatb; thinksof nothing 
lance al ſceme to.tetmhine at thus Faſd _—_— 
p11 916K Ws e 
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Ka 7 F perry 4» 4r 
The moſt happy aremiſcrable,it this thoghc 
make nat. yp.the oreateſt part, of their bap= 
pine; Antd:tbe richelt are in great. neceſſity 
if they-dreamenotof that, of their mor 

condition, Wharſocuer. is ſaid , if Death be 
not the ohie& of the whole diſcourſe, they 
are: bus words of ſmoke-, that turne into 
wynd.;Whatſocuer is done, if Death be nor 
tobels of the ations, all the effefts are 
ynprofirable.-In fing,all glory, all good, all 
repoſe, &all the contentment of the would, 
conſiſts i thivking alwayes.of Death; fince 
theſearhpughtes are, the- only meanes5 to. at» 
teyns the erernall felicity, wherto they ter- 
wins 1A p&a-generqus -Spirir:cannot giue 
forthymore paegnantproofes of its goodnes, 
then in-thinking-on the-Death of the, body,, 
whileseuen of this moment Ma the lito 
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; 4 F> ITS 'isimpoſſibla.t0 know. the 
C Ks ; = ;world:without contemnangit 


gl 1% Js 5 hi.nce the\difaſtres and myleryes, 
9p! DY wherewith jr.is ſtuft ,. are 3he 


C5 contl- 


4% . , The ſiveet Thiughtes 
contintall obiects of this knowledge. And 
from the point that our judgment hath bro- and 
ken the viſards of the falſe and imaginary orle 
goods , which ynder the maske 'of *rheir  ©9* 
_ goodly apparences deceyue our will, it ſud- oler 
enly abhors in them, that very ſame which ealu 
ark poor heertofore it ſeemed to cheriſh, Þ<* all 

henceir happens that we can neuer enter all n 


into knowledg of the' world, but we acquit '"" t 
a for 


our {clues of it at the ſame time throgh ings 
row, for not hauing deſpiſed it ſoonex; ſince "my 
otch 


all its goods are biit in/apparence onely,and IP" 
its evil In feb SEAE. if it be's Thad we ff [we 
may boldly ſay; thatmiſeryesate the leaves f'* Pu! 
therot , misfortunes the branches; aud death KF ? VIC 
the fruit. Andit-is ynder the ſhadow of this hey (h 
vnhappy Tree, where our forefathers haue perſon 
built our firſt rombe, 5392-2lithv; Let 

Maa may ſceme to diſguiſe him(elfe; if he Ingat 
will, vaderthe richelt ornaments of Grea-F®" the 
NC3, Ge with the fayreſt liveries of Fortune. eturne 
Well may he trample Scepters and Crows an ts, 
nes ynderfoot , in the proudeſt condition, ff". pe 
whereto Nature and Lot{might haue ray- ilerye 
ſed him vp. Heis yet the ſamepl-meancaſf?” "Pt 
peece ot cortuptioni,' ſhut vp if-aiskin of ue lig 
fleth, Whereoft the Wormes haue.taken po(-E* Ms Vi 
ſellion already fromthe momerof his birth. hall 
Let him meaſure as long as tis Will a thour"* friu' 
"IU. C— End ic: Lot 


of Death, | Chap. 5. _ 42 
and tymes aday, the ample ſpaces of the 
vorld, With this proud ambition, to make 
conqueſt of them all., yet he mult be fayne 
olet them fall, if he would find the true 
eaſures of th2m without compaſle, enclo- 
ed all within ſeauen foot of earth , which 
hall marke out his Tombe. If he aſſemble 
ith the ſame ambition, all the Thrones of 
ings, for to make them ſerue as Aultars, 
rhereof himſelte thall be rite Idol ; he ſhall 
ot chooſe bur lend his eares ro the Oracles 
ff [(weer Neceſſity, though cruel for him: for 
emuſt dy, and conſequently ſerue one day 
5a victime ypon thoſe very Aultars, where 
BWicy hall be yiel ding of 'Sactifices ro his, 
nerſon , | | 
Let him beſtow Empires , as favours, 
ingdomes for preſents, and whole Citries 
or the leaſt recompence, and then when he 
eturnes1nto himſelfe, for to know What he 
ants; he ſhall find, that he needs no more, 
ut a peece of a ſheer to ſhrowd(with all his 
ſeryes) the hotrour of his infetion and 
orruption . Let the Sunne neuer iſe, but to 
ive lightto his triumphes,, if he ioyne nor 
0 is Vietories thoſe other of his paſſions, 
« (hall celebrate but his 6wne onerthrow, 
1d triumph on himſelfe without thinking 
i it; Let tte heauens be rayning on hiskead 
as 
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as many felicityes, as there are. diſaſters 0; 
earth ; all his happyncs concludes wat 
Death, while by the way of his proſperitie 


44 


In tine,although through his great poſlelli 
of goods, he know not what to defite, nc 
what to looke for 5 yet ſhall I nor forbe; 

ere the lefle ro put him in the rancke of th 
molt miſerable of the world, if vertye be ne 
the richeſt of his treaſures, For notchangin 


his condition awhit, in the accompliſhmy 
of his greamnefles, and of all his delightes, hi 


is al wayes the (ame, a little aſhes, alittle dul 
alinlecarth- And howbeirt of the aſhes 
thewood of Libazap, of the duſt of 4zure, c 
of ſome more noble or fertile earrh ; yer is2 
butmeere putrefaction ,and thecrult.of a 


thele goodly apparences isfullof inteRion 


I eſteeme him very happy, great & ricl 
whocoments himlelte, with! the ,meritin; 
of theſe greatnefles, thelſctelicities, and rhel 
riches: for the glorious contempt which hy 

-makes of the for being abuled in the know: 
ledge of himſelfe, hebeholdsallthe worl 
beneath him, and defires but thegontinuarid 
ofhis repoſe 3 {incein the only thought « 
Death,he poſlciJeth al the goods of lite. Tt 
great Monarkes of the world ſceke the inte 
tions of lyuing happy in their greatneſles ( 


he goes on euery moment to the Sepulcher 
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of Death.' -{ Chap. 5; 49 
je, the meane of dying content in his miſe 
ies: they arealwayes in care , to extend the 
zounds of their Empire & he pleaſeth him- 
elfe ro bound his ambition, with what he 
oſſeſleth, fince he wants norany thing fot 
jis voyage - They make a maſle of riches; 8 
etakes glory-in pouerty, knowing that the 
icheſt are robbed at the end of the courſe of 
ite , and 'that we go torth of the world," in 
ike manneras we enter into it, With the firſt 
Habit of thoſe miſeries, which we haue in- 
Kericed from our parents . In ſuch ſort as 
inking perpetually of Death, inthe way 
here it 15 toapproach euery moment-, he 
aſts not his eyes ypon greatneſles , butts 
aue pitty on thoſe who poſlefle them. He 
Fontemplates not the fauours of Fortune, 
Sut to publiſh the inconſtancy thereof . So 
Bf he regard Thrones, it is but to meaſure 
de depth of the precipices that environ the, 
nce all crownes for him are made both of 


#: reedes/, give him not any other Enuy 
|Fben that of rrampling them vnderfoot, in- 
eed of holding them in his hands, fince 
Wbcy are the markes of a plory of ſmoake, 
hich reſojues into nothing , to returne to 
5 firſt beginning. 

& T here is nodoubt, but ſuch as thinke coti- 
1 | nually 


are and thornes. And the Scepters as light 
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they are changing the countenance cue 


46 The ſweet Thoiightes 
nually of Death, are rayſed aboue all ths 
greatneſles of the earth , becauſe Erernity is 
the obicct of their thoughtes , So as if they 
deſire greatnelles, they wiſh they may be e- 
ternall : iftheyienuy Treaſures, they marke 
the polleſſion oft them beyond Nature , to 
the end Inconſtancy of ryme may not be- 
reaue them of them. They haue no ambi- 
tio forthis vayne glory of the world, which 
the leaſt miſchance may change into infa- 
my; not for thele Crownes,, which a litle 
wind ot diſgrace, makes to falfrom the head, 
All theirglory is to thinke of death, for to 
be able ro atrayne at the laſt inſtant of lyfe, 
the Crowne of immortality , wherein con: 
fits the perteCtion of all felicityes pcflible 
to be defired. 

Greatneſſes are of the ſame nature, with 
thoſe who poſleſle the, they are but ſmoke, 
they are but wind; for we ſee the to yanill 
away in the twinckling of an eye, wit! 
their ſuoiet, Soas if they ſeeme to ſubfiſt 
nocwichltanding in their continuall flig 


houtre. to vegteat aboue the common ſo 
of mea, in honours and in riches onely,1 
tobe miſzrable, if the true greatnes of mai 
confiitin meriting all, and poſſeſling nc 
thing . Inio much, as he who thinkes c 
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of Death.” - [Chap.5, #7 
he Death in deſpiſing the telicuyes of this Jite, 
\: © makes himſcltero be worthy ofthe glory of 
ov ihe other; andin theſe only thoughtes is he 

]Y raiſed ſoaboue himſelf, as if he were capable 
ke of yanity,, he would not know himfelt. For 
from the.tyme , that he1oynes the thoughts 
| of Death, to the verity of bis mortall con» 
p;.þ dition, he taſts before hand in the mideſt 
of his courſe , the {weetnes of the goods, 


= which he pretends to receyue at the end. 
1 1 Would lay, that the ſenſible imaginations 


which he hath of dying cotinually ( as there 
is nothing more certayne then it ) makes 
him to tread ynder foote, all the greatnefles 
of the earth, {ince that his ſoule direRs his 
blef lookes ynto Heauen, . 
Inefte&t, wereit not as much, as to offed 
2 Prince, to offer him at ſca, the Ctowne 
of a Kingdome ,in the midſt of ſtormes and 
tempeſts , wherewith his ſhip were miſera« 
bly toſſed? orels at ſuch tyme, as he were 
ſeeneto be taken with a mortall diſeaſe?For 
he might anſ{were yery pertinently, they 
ſhould attend him, to make bim thoſe offers 
on the ſhore, or when he were recouered of 
his health. Now, we ſeemeto repreſent this 
Prince, ſince like ynto him, do we floate y- 
pon this fea of this world , whete the Ship 
of our lile, is incelantly rolled with divers 
4 4 mizfor» 
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the fury of this rethpeſt' borh Scepters and 
Crownes z would it 'not be accoumedira(h 
now fot ys, to receive them at hethands, in 
this pittifull eſtate whereinto/we art redus 
ced, & notto hope fora calm&or ceffation , 
tor feare of ſeeing our hopes/quite buryed 
with our life, in accrue] ſhipwracke , whole 
danger cuen followes vs a5 ticere, af theih+s 
dow doth the body ? Sov if ſhe make'vsthe 
ſam: offers, during the mortal malady'whe4 
rewith we are {cifed from'the moment of 
ournatinuity (fince we begin'to'dy, fromthe 
inſtant that we begintoline) were itnot 4 
folly to acceptthem? And for'ys toanfwere 
her, andto with hertoexpect till Weeome 
ypon the ſhore, is a yayneattendance; while 
there 1s no other port, in the ſea of litezthen 
that of the tombe: and to attend alſo for the 
cure of this contagious malady ; which we 
haue taken'of ourparents, wete to expe 
that ſame, which ſhall neuer come to'paſle. 
So as indeed we ſhould be throwing al theſe 
Crownes at her head, and make vle of 'the 
Scepter, ſhe prefents ys with, as of a ſtaffe to 
be auendged of herfor ber perfidiouſnes, 8 
to teſtify ro her that our conſtancy ſcornes 
herlzutry ; and that onr contentment & 're- 
poſe, depends gotawhit of the a 

| o& 


to:th other Empire. 
Lere. vs conclude th 


do maike out the thrones of their glory in 

heauen, not being able to find aty thing on 

Eaithy that were worthy of their greatness 
Hence it is, they take-ſuch pleaſure; to dy 

withoutceaſe and to: increaſe their content» 

ment yerfuriher, thatrhey alwayes are thins 

king-vpon it .. O ſweet, remembrance | of 
death,a thouſand times more {weet then 2H 
the delights ot life ! O cruell forgetſulnes of 
thisnecelſity,a thouſand tymes more ctuell, 
thenalithe paynes of the world! O' {ſweet 
memory of our end, where begins cur only 
teliciry:!Q glotious obliuion of our mortal 
concitis, the only cauſe of our difaſiers!Lert 
vs not-liue then, btt.to thinke on the. Ge- 
lightof Death; & let vsnor dye but to con- 
tcmahethe pleaſure of Iyfe : let ys forget 311, 
but the remembranceof Death. Lei vs 1cue 
nothingy/but its thoughtes : and never el= 
/teeme bur the only ations which have re- 
Jation to'this laſt y/ fince this is that alone, 
whence vc arc to receyue cyther price, of 
Pay nGs 
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cal Contemplation vpon the Tombe of A- 
lexander the Great. 


CHAP. VI. 


NALL yeeGreat Kings ,| Loe 
1 heere fommon you to appe« 
are about this Tombe., to bes 
hould therein the wormes, the 
corruption and infection of the 
greatatt, the happyeſt , the mightieſt, 8& the 
molt dreadfull Monarch of the world 46 to 
ſayallin a word, of Great Alexander ; whoſe 
Valour could neuer/ admit compariſon:; 
whoſe Viories haue had no other atm” 4 
then thoſe of the Vniuerſe ; and whoſe Tris 
-emphes, haue hadall the Heauensfor wit- 
nes, all the Farth for /Spoyles, for flaues all 
Mortalls , for Trumpet Renowne, '& Fot- 
tune for Guide. Deſcend then, from your 
thrones ypon this dunghill , wherelyes the 
companion of your glory, and your great- 
neſles. Behould and contemplate this Pour- 
traitof your ſelues'drawne tothe lyte, after 
the originall of your miferies. 
Cyrus, approach you ynto this vnlucky 
place, ypon your Cliariot al of maſſy gould, 
an 
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| 1 Cha c » . 6, i 
and come attended with that atten 
\. | pope, which made all.the world idola- 
trous in admuationot it ; that the infinite 
number of your ſubies, may be an infinite 
number of witneſſes, to conuince you of ya- 
pity and tolly, in behoulding this Victoii-® 
ous P xince heere beſeiged by all ſoits of mis 
ſeryes, within a litle hole, which ſerues as 
bounds and limirs to his power. 
Colider,how this great Taker of Townes 
1s ſurprized himſelfe by the wormes ; how 
this Triumphant ſouldier is defcated by the, 
& how this Inuincible caprtaine, hath beeng 
yanquiſhed by death , and brought into this 
deplorable eſtate, wherein youlce him. Are 
5 you not aſhamed to be ſcatedin that. glitte- 
s, f ring Chariot, fince needs you mult deſcend 
+ F thence to enter into this diſmall dwelling ; 
t- | wherethe wormes atrend your corruption? 
ILY This great number of ſubies, which enui- 
i- | :on you onall fides, toſerforth your glory, 
ur Fl is2 tx0up of the miſerable. For they dye in 
ie following youz and on which {ide ſocuer 
t- | yougo; Tyme conducts you all togeather 
I- B into ca, Tombe. Ft e 
2 Impole your lawesypon al the people © 
the Earth ,yet needs miſt you LS, 
Yy | Gameof Death: Build you as long 2s you 
©, } wilathouland proud Pallaces in yout Em- 
ad D 2 pre, 
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we: The ſweet Thoyghts | 
pire, yov canot hold them but'in fee-farme 
thougityou b: the*proprietary thereof, be- 
cauſe cuery moment you are at the point of 
departing, Well may you deckeyourſclfe yp 
with the richeſt robes: of yanity , and play 
the God heere beneath, with Crowne on 
the hezd and icepter inthe hand ;yet looke 
what you are, conſider what you ate like to 
be, & contemplate your muſenies at leylure, 
inthe'mirour of this ſepulcher . To day you 
loure on Heauen with an arrogant eye;and 
to morrow you thal be ſeene metamorpho- 


Zed intoa ſtinking peece of earth . -Fo day 
you make yourſeite adored of ſuch as haue 


noiudgment, butin the eyes only ;'andto 
morrow thall you befacrificed in the fight 
of all the world torexpiatio of your crimes, 
and hardly (hall be tound a handfull of your 
athes, fo true it is, that you are nothing. 
Xerxes, deſcend you alittle, fromthetop 
of that mountayne of annoyes , where they 
fad thoughres do-houla you'beſieged with- 
in this Vale of Ciſaſters and of miſleryes, to 
behold tierein, the” pirritull ouerthrovw of 
the proudeſt Conquerour of the-workd. 
Spare” your teate$ , to mourne vpor þ1s 
Tombe, if you will but acquit your (e]fe of 
the ivſteſt homage, you may yield to'his 
memory. You weep before hand}, for the 
Deat: 


of Death, ,[Chap. 6. $2 
Death of your ſouldters, in foreſecing their 
end, with that of the world. What will you 
lay now of the death of this great Caprayne 
who fora laſt glory, after ſo many trium- 
phes is deuoured of wormes and metamor- 
phoſed into a ſtuffe alof corruption, encom- 
paſlled all with horrour and amazement. So 
off as if you will needs be ſatisfying your ſeife, 
e Þ afford your teares for. your owne proper 
uE harmes , fince you are to incurre the fame 
df lot, without reſpect , ether of your great- 
>-Þ nes, or power. All your armyes are not cf 
YE force inough to warrant you from Death : 
eB you mult bow your necke vnder the yoke of 
WF this neceſlity, whoſe rules ace without ex- 
ht ceptis, whoſe law Ciſpenſeth not with any. 
es, Alexander is dead , Cyrus his predeceſſour 
ut hath dyed alſo,attera thoulandother Kings 

who haue gone before him , andy ou runne 
OPF now afterthem: but to meit ſcemes, you 
EY} carry too great a port of Greatnes with you. 
-f The carth wherof you are moulded & fra- 
0h med, demaunds but her earth z you muſt 
quit your ſeife of all, and your ſcepter and 
df crowne ſhall not be taken for more, at that 
by laſt inſtant, then as ſheephookes : for that if 
ot we be differentin the manner of liuing, we 
Ay are yet all equall in the'neceſlity of dying. 
Now theriore , it is a vanity to ſay, you are 
All . D 2 of 
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54 The ſweet Thoughts 
of the race of Gods . Come & ſee heere, the 
lace of your firlt begining, for as you are 
orne of corruption, lo you returnc to pus 
trefaction, If you doubr thereof as yet , ap- 
proach with your intected fleſh to theſe rot- 
ren bones , & with yourclay to theſe alhes: 
Tf they differ in ought, it can be but in cou- 
Jour only. 

Tell me, to what end ferue all thoſe Sta- 
tues of your reſemblance, which you cauſed 
to be greed on the lands of your Empire, 
ſince tyme deltroyes & wines the original? 
Thinke you, belike , they dare not medle 
with thoſe pourtraits , which are but yayne 
ſhadowes of a body of ſmoke? You trouble 
your ſelte roo much, to make it credulous to 
the world, that you are immortall, as if this 
beliefe could affoard you immortality , If 
you haue but neuer fo litle knowledge in 
you, know you not your owne mistortu- 
nes ? If you haueſenfe, haue you no feeling 
of your miſeries ? I know well you are a 
King, buta King of the dead , fince al thoſe 
to whome you glue the law, do receyue it 
from Tyme, which makes them to dye eue- 
ry houre. Admit yoube the chicfe of men, 
yet ifthey be miſerable all of them together, 
aslubieR to a, thouſand ſorts of accidents ; 
may we not well {ay, thatyouare the yn- 

happyelt 
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you are bauta heap of duſt, which cuery lit- 
le blaſt of wind, may ſcatter on the ground 
to diſfolue it into nothing. 

Apelles, thou took'ſt a pride to be called 
the Paynter of Alexander; come then , and 
{ce the ſubieR of thy glory, it thy heart ſerue 
thee to endure the horrour of it, This ſame; 
is that Alexander, whoſe Maicſty ſo dazeled 
taee heertofore,and whole ſtench at this ty+ 
me {oinfets the whole world. I miſtruſt 
thy audacious penfill to be ableto repreſent 
the greatnes of his miſeryes to the lyfe.Doſt 
thou remember him at ſuch tyme as thou 
dreweſt him, armed atall points , ypon his 
Bucephalus , euen vpon the point of his for- 
cible retayning the laſt crowne of his Tri- 
umphes, not hauing ought to conquer eſs 
beſides ? Andſometymes agayne fitring on 
his Throne with the Crowne ofa Conque- 
rout on his head, and with the Scepter of 
the Empire of the world in his hand? Durſt 
thou maintayne now, theſe athes are the 
draughts of thy originall ? ifthou wilt faue 
thy credit from reproach , do thou imitate 
Thymntes , draw the curteyne ouer Alexan- 
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£6 The ſweet Thoughtes 
gersface., that he may nor be knowne, ſo; 
heno more bimlielfe., 

And thou Liſyppw, who employed ſo oft, 
haſt made yſe ot ſuch rich materials to-man» 
rtaine this great: Monarch on foot; theſe rote 
ten bones, which make vp this. Carkafſe 
which thou ſeeſt , haue beene the ſubiect, 
both of thy glory, and thy labours. It at be 
true , that water cates into the {tone , then 
weep thou freely on thy owne workes, to 
deſtroy them thy felfe , fince their obiect 1s 
buryed, while tyme prepares.their Sepul-» 
cher, 

Ceſar , Mark, Antony , Pompey , Anmbal,and 
Scipio , ſtep yoy a little aſide trom the way 
of your Triumphs, to come, and ſee as you 
paſle,the miſerable ſpoyles ofthis greatKing 


alwayes yitorious, of this great Monarkef 1 


alwayes triumphant, Approach .you-ynto 
his Tombe, behold, contemplate, & ſmell 
the horrible corruption; would you ſay this 
carkaſſe heere that ſtinkes ſo abbominably, 
were the body of that invincible Alexander ? 
whoſe valour hath deſpoyled the earth of its 


Laurelles, and who being not able yet, toſt 


bound his ambition , with the compaſle of 
one world, goes ſeeking him another;hows- 
ſoeverin digging the earth, he hath found 
bur the place of this Sepulgher,, where ne 
es is 


witly 
Andi 
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ole 


changed into wormes, and are nothing els 
but meere. putretaction z and their, proud 
Pallaces intothis litle-trench; and all their 
ornaments into theſe ſpiders webbes, which 
encompalle him round. 
| Caſt your eyes ypon theſe images of hor- 
| rout: This is the d:iaught of him, who tiled 
| kimſelte che ſonne of 1uputer- Ammon, & who 
| exacted Aultars from men, to make himſelf 
-| adored. ludge younow of the perfection: 
of this Idol , Go your waye:z into all places, 
| | whereyour ambition gufdes you, conquer 
y Þ ali, triumph vpon all, and tor a laſt victory 
uf make. Fortune herſelte as your Tributary, 
off thatthe rouling of her wheele may receaue 
£ 
0 
I 


its motion from that of your wills ; al theſe 
Victoryes,and alltheſe Triumphes, accom- 
panied with all the glory of the world, ſhal 
not Warrant you awWhit from Death : nor 
ſhall all the perfumes of Arabiaexempt your 
Heh from purrefaCtion. 

Ceſar , diſpute no more with Mark-An- 
tony about the Empire of the earth : Nature 
would:have. yon to take vp this difference 
berweene you, ſince neyther of vou both ca 
witly pretend, butto ſeauen foot thereot . 
Andif you can hardly belieue it , meaſyre 
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v9 - The ſweet Thoughts | 
ou the ſpaces of Alexanders Tombe, who 
Hath worne the Crowne ypon his head , 
Which you deſire. This is the onely meane 
to finith your quarrell, rather then to quenh 
your fury,in the bloud of your ſubieRs. Ce- 
ſar, play not the proud man fo, in the midit 
of thy felicityes; it is now along while, ſin- 
ce thatdeath hath ſtood waiting vpon thee, 
yaderthe Throne where thou ficceſt in the 


Senate, for tolet thee know, and perceaue Ty 
at once, that he mockes at thy gireatneſles, A | 
and contemnes thy power, by dzowning a 
thy lyte within thy bloud. 4 pt 


Stoope a littletothe pitch of thy vanity 
Mark- anthony, there isno likelyhood at all 
thou thouldit euer betriumphing over thin 
enemy, fince thoucanſt notſo much as yan- 
quiſh tay pathons, which is the beſt yitory 
that we can pollibly obteyne of our (clues. 
Thou ſhalt euen looſe the Empire of all the 
Earth, where thou ſhalt find ſo ſhamefull a 
Tombe, as they ſhall not dare to ſpeake of 


thy lyfe , by reaſon of thy Death. _—_ 
Aumball , thou glorieft much in entring pl _ 


in Triumph, within thy proud Cirty of Car-f }._., 

tbage, atrer ſo many, and (o great victories, hill 
which rayſe thee to the higheſt Throne of - pn 
Honour ; but takſt notheed the while, that Ang: 


. oi-ohe opal I rells 1 
it thou leadelt thine encmics in triumph, vi- Ew 
ces 


es ſceme'torriumph ypon'thyToule', 
that miſeties do the like with thy body. Am@ 
apaitie,it Fortynefauour thee to day as king, 
the will dregg thee to morrow as a ſlaue,'l'o 
day the Lawrels grow on thy head, and to 
morrow thorns ſhal grow beneath thy feet . 
to ler thee ſee that nothing is certaine in the 
world, butchange , ſince it changes every 
houre, in making all things elſe, ro change 
cheir coniteriance withall, I do euen- flout 
at thy viſhity; for the witneſſes of thy glory, 
& very Carthage it ſelfe, which is the theatre 
therof , ſhal follow ſoone after the courſe of 
of thy ruine'.. 

Pompey, flatter not thy ſelfe thus in thy 
proſperities/; the very ſame Sunne,, which 
hath ſeene them grow vp, ſhall ſee them 
wither ere long. Itistrue that all the world 
euen trembles at thine armes . Renowne 
hath no voyce, but to publiſh thy valour; 
but how then ? knoweſt thou not, how the 
ſelf ſame fate which affords thee Crownes & 
Scepters, takes them away againe when it 
pleaſeth? Victory purſues thee every where, 
both on fea and land ; but this is burfora 
while. After the moment of thy birth,death 
aymes atthy head, to pull cffall the Law- 
rells thence, wherewith thou haſt ſo often 
crowned it ; and knowing thatthe ſea hath 

no 
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60 The ſweet Thaughtes. 
orockes for thee, it hath ſcored outthy Se. 
walcher already onthe thore; +). 
” Weepe, weepe you great'Kings, at the 
fGght of theſe miſeries, or ratherarthe feeling 
of your owne . If the greateſt otthe worla, 
be nought but corruption, What ſhall be- 
come ot you ?- It this inuincible Monarch, 
who had ſo many markes of immortality 
with him , be the prey of wormes , & ſport 
of the winds, whac ſhalbe your lozthWhere- 
to may Fortune ſeeme to reſerue-yan'? Go Þ| wher 
to then, I grauntyou, whatſoeuer you can and tl 
pollibly demaund; I affoard your ambition || death 
an age of Lyfe, an Empire ofa new world; | 2nd te 
& a happy ſuccefleto all your defires, What | your 
thall become of you after all this , ſince this {| cordir 
long lyfe, this glorious Empire, & all your that th 
telicityes togeather mult haue an end, with from t] 
this world ? As often , as you {tall iſſue 
forth of yourcondition, for to enter into | He 7 
the forgettulnes of your ſelte, you do ſend | Riz 
your thoughtes into this rombe ; and you 2 
ſhall ſuddenly return from this wandering, 
Do not flatter your ſelfe ; your Crowne 1s 
but of earth, as the head that weares it. Y out 
Scepter is but a ſticke of wood , ſubiect t0 
corruption, as your hand is that holdes it: 
and the reſt of your ornaments are but a 
workc of wormes, wherof you are the prey- 
| Judge 
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of-Death. * Chap” 6. 6x 
Judge youthem,, whether.your vanity,can 
ſubftiſt anylong ryme, vponſuch feeble fois 
dations z Or no. ; 

You are accuſtomed ]y kely, at fuch time 
25 you-build ſome proud palace or other,to 
coa Walking in the compaſle thereof , ta- 
king pleaſure to, admirezhe goodly ſcitua« 
tion, Where you haue deſtined the place of 
your dwelling : do you the like with your 
tombe,-go vilic every day the (olicary place 
where you are to lodge tor ſo long a tyme; 
and this wilbe the onely meane , to make 
death euen as {weet vnto you, as life it ſelfe ; 
and to bury your pride, your vanity, and al 
your Vices together, before your body ; ac- 
cordingtothe ſaying of the Wiſeman, for he 
that thinkes continually of death, sbell never ſtray 
from the wa), of Pertue,. | | 


He that thinkes alvayes of Death , is the 
Riche# of the world . 


.,.CHAP. VII. 


Mravalle much, that C5- 


AN 
%\@ 
JJ: Paradox; That be( forſooth) 35 
5 the 11ch65t, who ———* 
les 
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C2  The:ſiect Thoughtes 
les there is nothing more certaine then It [ 
For the Soule-hath no other riches, more 
properly her owne, nor moreiniafte;rthen 
- that of contentment. In whar condition 
ſoeuer, where a man finds himſelfe withly res 
le of Spirit, may hewell be aid tobe per- 
Ealy rich . True txeaſures are not of gould 
of fituer , or of other things of like yalew', 
but rather of good ations,” finceby their 
price one may buy Eternity : Beſides whoſe 
traition , what'may we deſire 2 Belides 
whoſe glory , what may we prerend?With- 
all the riches of rhe world, wecanbuy no ff * 
more, then the world it felfe. Alas, what I 
good in the poſleſſion thereof, if it be wholy 
ſtuffed with cuils ? Seewenoteuerymomet | 
how it quite deſtzoyes it felfe, and thariit 
runnes wirhout ceale, toitsend,/asthie Sing 
to its Welt ? 

Thericieſt are ordinarily , the moſt yn- 
fortunate of all others: for that; hauing by and 
Jot of nature , ſome little Empire on earth, **fY 
they fall abſolutely to attribute the Soue-j*%mc 
raignity thereof totheſelues; & in the yvayne from 
thoughts of their greatneiles ,ſeeme-neuet defire 
to ſign buttor them, nay they enen dy with 
them . O dreadfuil Death ! Hethen may bs the h, 
only ſaid toberich, who makes proteſſio miler; 
totollow vertue; his way being bordercqWaye 

| V1 


of Deaths, ., [:Chap. 71 — 67 
with TIT t0.vs that ſame of 


Death ; whoſe Roles are at the cndof the 
courle, tocrowne ous Jajoprs vithall . In 
ſo much.as wecannotlloue yeriue, but with 
the continuall thoughts of Death; fince to 
_ſce'tts Body, we had need toſfeuer our ſclues 
from the thadow es of the Earth . We much 
admire dome feeble ray of its image only , 
vnder.che obſcure yeyle of our mor:all cons 
dition ; buttbat only inides , and as it wers 
in a dreame. We h; _ to awake yet once 
mare. to bereborne from our a= 


of the great Sunneof luſtice, I would fay, 
that we muſtneeds dy one day, for to reuiue 
eternally in the dg wont of all.the 
tclicities of Heauen. 


Alexander hath no greater a geafure ther 
that of bis hopes. The ayme or ſcope. of 


-| his Fortune was alwayes ypon the future; 
| and what goods ſocuer he poſſeſſed , hee 
| uery day yer attended for more, as if he had 


"| fome int rence with Chance, to ne 
_o[fromi Its-pT his 


1gall hand, allthe effects 9 
"| cefires : The ONT. that go in _ 
Jof richesy the Ocean , _ not bur of 
\Jthe OE their mercinary coqueſt . How 
SJrnilerable ſoeuer they find ; $a F39 onthe 
_ their aauigation,they ſo mainly fory 
get 


CEETN Phenix, in the preſence | 
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64 The = wþ Thotoltes . 
ger themſelues, in the [weer thoughts of 
their expe&tarion”, 2s they thinke them. 
ſeJaes the richeſt of the world;” and they 
wil ſooner be loofing their iy fe,in'the mid 
of the rockes , then the beliete'they” have 
thereof. So much their imaginary hope ſee- 
mesto carry them away . 

Let vs ſay then, more boldly gand with 
more reaſon, that fel is tenibind all their 
| hopes to the Eternity, as tothe onely ob- 

ie, which is ableto queneh-thithif{ of 

- ourſoules, till inctealing more-and- more, 

-may be ſayd beforehand, robe tlie:richeſt 

of the Earth. For thicir hope; 35 not. that « 

* Alexarder, whoſe vowes were addreſſed to 

* Fortune: & much-Jefſe; that other bfthoſe old 

Mattiners, as Changeablc'as the ſca that gui- 

* degthem ; but another quite different, *that 

for foundation hath but Vertye,-and in the 

Hohe of poſſefſing one day th& treaſures 

"Heauen, they rake the paynes to purchaſe 
them, through the conrinuall meditatio 

-of Death, as the onely le fſon' that reacberiy {ing c 

vs toliue well.” They Haſſe delicioully theit ſeem 

tyme In the e_oation of their laſt day 
on earth, and like to thoſe merchants ,ftan 
counting all the houres of their voyage: 
with impatient deſire to (ee out of band, the 
Very laitof themjfo to mt = 
PP? 
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happp.v And:howheit this voyage be long, 
and zoubleſameyyerchey cliecme thelclues 


cheirbopes ,4or all the gold of the woild, 

 Ineffect', we muſt needs confeile, that 
theoealy hope of glory, ioyned with yertues 
isahe enly good of lite, for-zhe ateyning 
| one day, of thepoflefion ofttiem ; where 
$ holy ſoule may tind the full accompliſthmer 
of itsveſires. Butit is yet to. be conſidered 
that this hope, and all theſe vertues can haue 
no ſurer foundation,then that of the' conti- 
nuall rhoughtss of Death, ſince all our good 
doth abſolutely depend-of this laſt houre, 
wherein the importantſentence of our lite, 
orDeath isro be &gnited ynto ys ;Hepcer 
152tbatioa being holily rich, heapes vp good 
workes, during the courſe of his life ,as di- 
vine Ticaſures to enich, his ſouls with al 
i} theeternalitelicities, which may accompliſþ 
| it with glory andeontertment. Heliues al- 
wayesiconteatand richat once,in this plea- 
ſing thought (forſpoth),, that he !will neuer 
ſeemerodye, vntill(uch.tyme as be be quite 
dead:. Whence it :happens,that he. tramples 
4 vnderfootwery:genceully all ſorts al 
4 nefles and riches; through,the knowledge 
' he/hath-of thoſe, which his ſpirit pollcfieth 
F withour ever being) touched with: other 
] E 
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66 "The ſweet Thoughtes 
enuy,thento finiſh-readily*his yoyage ," to 
make exchange for Death, with a-lite-ex- 
empt from Death. So as we may wel main- 
teyne , that he, who'is al waies: thinking of 
Death, 1s the richeſt in the world;ſeeing that 
euen {uch thoughts only, may make him to 
purchaſe the treaſure 'of Eternity , Wherein 
conliſts our ſoueraigne Good. 


A Contemplation VÞ01 the T ombe of Cre- 
(us, | " 


4C HAP. .:VIIT. 


OV Rich-men of the world, who 
Y know no other God, then Gold 
ZI and Silter, come and ſeethe trea- 
- ſures, which the greateſt King of 
the Earth hath carryed with him, into the 
Tombe. And this is the mighty King Creſw, | dra! 
to whome the mines ſerued him'tor a Coffer || of m 
the Indyes for a Cabinet, and the Ocean for a | ?Ptf 
new tiuer of Pattlar, Where he vainely en- | from 
<deiuotitedto quench the thirſt of his guilty || !etel 
avarice, and of his moſthaughry ambition. Þ 2ppa 
Repreſent ynto'your memory his paſſed 


greatnefſes, and'behould now his preſent cher | 
miſerigs. If you thinkeot the niches ot his af with 
709 G 
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of Death. wk Chap. s. '87 
all of roſes, conſider the pouerty of his Death 
all of thornes, If you remember the magni- 
ficences of his Court, wwine the leaſe at the 
ſame ty me,to ſee the horrours of this his diſs 
mall ſolitude. If you muſe yet onthe rich or- | 
naments of his golden Pallace , ſee & con- 
template through your teates , thecorwprio 
which is incloſed with himiin the Tombe. 
If you haue ſeene him ſeated on the higheſt 
top of greatneſſes, behold him now With the 
ſame eye abafed on the dunghill of miſery ; 
He bath lived, he hath reigned asan Jcoll 
within ghe Temple of Fortune, on the prou- 
deſt Altar of Vanity, but the torch of bis life, 
is put out, the date of his rejgne is expited, 
the Temple of his glory is demoliſhed , the 
Aultar of his Empire is deſtroyed , and this 
carkaſſe which you ſec, is the Idol that ſerues 
as a prey vnto the wormes. 

Gobrias , do thou. cauſe thy ſelfe , tobe 
drawne heere by thy Lyons, on thy Chattor 
of maſily Gold, before thou dyeſt. The dece- 
iptfull glaſſes of thy goodly Mirrours , hide 
\. | fromthineeyes, thetruth of thy defects , & 
y | {et thee ſee, but the guilded caſe of thy rich 

apparences. On the other fide , they butie= 
preſent to thee by halfes, while this Sepul- 
cher ſhal depaynt them(orth to thee ar }arge 
ef withthe ſame draught, and with the (elte 
q | E 2 [arg 
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68 The'ſiveet Thowohtes 
fame lineaments, which Nature hath markt 
vpon thy body, from the moment of rhy 
| birth. In comming hither, ro viſit this place 
thou ſhalt not ſtray awhit out of thy way, 
{ſince every moment of Tyme, directs thy 
ſeps vnto the Sepulcher. Enter alittle into 
the knowledge of thy ſelfe , and revert from 
thy wandering. Thou repoſcit for themoſt, 
vpona Couch all of ge Id: And what plea- 
ſure tikeſt thou the while, to paſle ſome 
nights ypon this bed of Flowers, ſincerthou 
mult lodge ſolongatyme , vpon a clod of 
-earth , wherofthouartframed & moulded? 
thou takeſt al thy —_— vpoaftluer Table, 
thou ſcelt this carkalfe , wherof thou atr'the 
otiginall, how it ſeries fora table & meate 
all at once for the wormesto feed on? Why 
doſt thou prize ſo much thy treaſures ? Be« 
hould to what eſtate is he brought, who 
hath poſlefſed all thoſe of the World: At his 
birth he had for portion, all the good of the 
earth, and in dying he hath inherited all 
the miſeries of nature . Imagine that which 
he hath had, and ſee whats left him . He 
hath purchaſed al, & yetpoſſeſſeth nothing, 
norcanfſt thou auoyd his lot , whileſt thou 
holdelt the ſame way of his life: henceit is, 
thatT point thee out thy ſepulcher all ready 
within his Tonibe ; 
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the rrmhiopepe 4 why # profit yl bruy, 
tih-paſhons, that F Prepare ion thing <Perpies, 
the trizmph of thy lyte.,j 11 1 

Andihou Localkes, Fpme,and yiſir the $e>, 
pulcherafyhisgreat Priagegbetore thou ya-" 
ah ape ayzeof birds,” the land of fa auage. 
Ealts , an 
diſplayed the vanity. of 
Thoutaketa glory» while:thy.life laſts, to 
aftord-entermainement 30 311 Wenld: Be- 
koaldawhilay how thauar Jake 36, be in- 
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thataze, yeroknecellity mulk-3ll Fg come 
pany, ,ſexmeanc day a58 ll courle: for the 
wogoieg Letby faſting. lays, hould, * 
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d:the ſea of She, if theu wilt.ts6. 


treateda tenthy: death ,, Cauls: thy rables £0, 
be futnithed withmeats, the moſt delicious, 


yo The ſweet Thoughtes * 
fora whole yeare together, the SiUn*which 
ſhines ypon thee, will not fayle to condut 
al thy baquetting gheſts into the Sepulcher , 
In ſuch fort, as looke how the tyme deuou- 
res itſelte, ſo likewiſe doeſt thou ſeeme to 
zuourethy life by little and little, with the 
{ame food that doth nouriſh and mainteyne 
it. What reckoning cauſt thou make of al the 
plory of thy prodigious-magniticences, if it 
au2 no other foundation wath ir, then that 
of corruption?For al the proud preparations 
of thy Fealtsdo metamorphoze them(clues 
into infe&tion , with thy miſerable ſubiecs, 

which haue caufed-the expence , © 
You mereinary ' Soules , who are 'not 
capable of loye but for your treafutes; norot 
paſtion but to make you Idolaters of them, 
you ſtand counting your Crownes euery 
day, and you keep noaccount by order, of 
a wiſe foreſight of the (mall tyme Which is 
left you to enioy the ſame. To whatend 
ſerues you your Booke ofaccompts, where 
you reckon yp'the fiimmes which'are'due 
ynto you; if yotr wantynderitidingtocal- 
Culare that which you owe to yoar -conſci- 
ence; whoſe inrereſts-termins themſelues, 
6yther to your Toſte or fafety'* You -vnbury 
the gfuld and fiſher out of theearth. , not 
conſidering-the while, that yoware goingto 
: = occupy 


occupy their place inthe ſame earth, You 
buy with their money; the pleaſures of your 
lyte, and you ſell thoſe of your death : for 
lyuing in delightes, you dye in torments « 
Knowyou-not that whatſocuer 1s on earth, 
1s but Earth 4 * 162607 | 


| Whereforetye youthen your affections 


| 

| fotothat, which youcannot loue without 
* | hatingyourſelfe? what will you do, when 
* | youdye, with your treaſures ? 1 doubt very 
* Þ much you wil leaue them to yourchildren; 
$ 


but yetthe crymes which,you haue come * 


» | mitted in procuring the, thall-itil be abiding 

with you:foas ; to:make your Heires: paſle 
T | deliciouſly this life, youſhall looſe the eter- 
| Þ nal, which ispronmitled'vs. Y oucamne your 
» Þ ſclues; for them, as you were notborne; but 
Y. | for others. Quit the world, before-it-quit 
f you, & bidan eternall adieu to its vanityes 
is Þ-Creſss wasiall gonuld; as you are, and now' is 
dF heall duſt; The flaſh of his riches, did dazle 


'© Fall the-world:; except Solon; who diſcoues | 


ring his miferies, in the mideſt of his great» 
neſles, maintayned himto be poore with all 
his treaſure-.: Go you ſometymes , before 
yourdeath, and imagine the houre which 
you breath:in co beyour laſt,and then con» 
ſult with the Oracle of your indgement , 


10 Fforto-know the good, which you 'would 
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AZ The ſwett Thoights i 
haue done, before rhis'craetl ſeparation-of 
your ſelte from your (elfe 0 And aiterat thall 
have taughtyou yout diny, ſuffer hot your 
{c]te ro be outrtakew by the ſuntiry difatters, 
which euery momentmmay becrtakingaway 
your lyfe. Serue your ſe]te of your:Riches, 
without glewing your affeftion=to: them þ. 
Since you are the mayſter'of rheras.g ſulfet 
them not to be your. mayſter |: You hang 
found them in theearth jand there tet them 
reſt for you, nor lerarly one|beferchingthe 
forth. Wel may you bz hiding themvin yout 
coffers, fora tyme ,-bur;the:day; of Death 
diſcouers all, & iti#in your handsnoy make 
vpthe laſt accomprt;eythet of the[profit, or 
domage, whichtheyiſhalliperadutmrebaue 
cauſed to you. You imiphr. brane purchaſed 
Heauen' with. your almes; where-iv may be 
you/haue rather bought ea& Hellwich your 
prodigalities:.Yod mighthaus built Teri 
ples totheplory of himg-who hath beſtow-+ 
ed'them on you 8 yan haue» bffered/them 
in ſacrifices, vpon the Aultar vofryout paſſi- 
ONS, 7 the Idols of your: ſoukerr £17, be - y 
-: Will fgon\neuer open yohr.cyes to:difco- 
hex'the petites; abie 'eig dimatſf p 
round ?:WjH you be alwayes cruetE to! your 
{elnes; ro the preferring of the! manſion: 6: 
the oarth, beforethat of heanen zaire: delight! 
D151 A 4 
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of Death; np: y: 9. 
ofthe world before thoſe of Ererni - 
the OOH of heere beneath, betarethe. 
eicalurezot the, exernall glory?lmagine; you 
that. before you were barne you, were no-. 
thing; that being borne, you haye but gui- 
ckeneda,pegcei corruption , whoſe life co= 
ceales' the; infection and whoſe Death be 
wrayesthe ſame; Say mow.then you Rich 
menias;Creſus 3 ſhall I AYE miſerable 
with Solon, ince, Death;takes all away.from: 
you, fauegnly. ” on hy ou liucd, 
ſola 41 Dit a e1,1250 
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74 - © The ſrveet Thowghes 
meditation of death, inſtructs'vs inal that 
which is neceſſary for vs to know* 'Who 
doubtes , butthat he who thinkes alwayes' 
ot hts end,is a great Deuine; if allthe good»; 
ly Maximes of this divine ſcience , termine: 
at the eternall life , which followesdeath ?: 
That he is a Philoſopher, we mult needs be- 
lieue; for if Phiſofophy learne ys the arr of 
reaſoning , wecan ſerue our ſeJues-of rea»: 
fon, no wayes better, then to be alwayes a 
thinking of death ; and the contemp of lyfe. 
That he bean Aſtrologer,is a meere neceſli>. 
ty., becauſe, throgh the mouing of his lyte, 
he vnderſtands'that ſame of the ſtars, which 
ſhine ypon him; imagining withhimſelfe, 
that as he goes by litle and litle, to finiſh his 
courſe in the Tombe ; ſo lykewiſe the Sun 
approciesto the end ofits lucid race, where 


it is co fynd at laft its vemott... p 

\ 'Thar he is. 4 Mathematician,the reſem- 
blances are too playne, fince that according 
ro rhe meaſure of theknowledge he hath of 
himfelfe, he can meaſure the height; depth, 
and breadth of all things, beingof the'ſame 
nature with him. That he ſhould be ignorat 
of Arithmetick, it were not credible:forſince 
he can tell how tocdmpr all the thomients 
eds be very skilfull in 


of his life , he muſt nee; | 
numbers: I ſhould thinke,he hag'skil in _ 
1097 4 


"IT + "Ho 
i, + KS wy I; phy ; 
> - 1 Y ry, Oy 7 n . 
Ee as: 


of Degith. f.Cha -9. 

ketoo, ſince he puts bis paſſions 1n accord, 
to charme his ſpirit with their {weet harmo+ 
ny . He mult of neceſſity bea great Phifician 
:, | ſince he bulyes his ſoule fo , in the chjefe 
i, | healch of his innocency, to attaine immortas 
>, | licy , in muſingalwayesvpon Death,So as 
with reaſon might we houid him, to, beabs 
wiſeſt of the world: and the wiſeſt thatiats 
to authorize my ſaying , may well be glad 


- 


to imirate him. -DIik 11610 
_ anfioile, thou baſt ill imployedthy tyme 
toſtand ſo-much in difcourie.of the world; 
without knowing the miſcries thereot .,For 
if thou tradfthad the kriowledge of -thiem; 
why hadſtthou not. tollowed the example. 
of Alexander, in ſeeking torthia new one,not 
1 | forroconquerit, as he, but for-to liue in ; 
e | eternally happy ? Andas his valout had put 
= Þ| the conceipt into his head, ſo might; thy 
| ſpirit haue ginen thee the ſame proieats It-j3 
laynetheretore,, thow baſt ſpoken [of the 
arth-with:the language. of heaven , and,of 
heauen. with thelanguage ofthe earth-T hon 
haſt made -an Anatomy of nature, diſcour- 
fing/with tudgemet;: of all:the ſecond caules: 
which do make thefprings kf 9 ah LO 
moues Thou haſt gyben the defininien of al 
things;but only of thy ſelf; as if thou.covlalt 
not .haue-remembred. them all , but with; 
Srl oon forgetting 
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- ſelfto runtie awhir'towards the Tobe with 


to thy felfethe while, thou haſt taken away 


conſames it ſelfe-to give others lightz»For 
thouJaboureſt ro-diſcouer to .men.allibe 


”6 .  Thefivrat Thougbtes! | 
forgetting thyi[elfe. Thou walt, -bufyed 
much in counting/the nuber of the heauens, 
without affigning thy place there put aloty, 

Thou haſt noted the diuers motions|ot the 
Sunne ; thou haſt ſpoken of it's Eclyples, 
without once informing thy ſelfe of the 
eauſe-, which hath giuen at the being, and 
light. 1 1304431h 10 Jiotiem 

Thou haſt diſcourſt yery aptly of the re- 

uolution of ages, and of the continuall vis 

ciffirude of tyme; without taking any: heed 
to:the perpetual .inconſtancy of thy life; 

Thou'haſt maiatayned , thac whatſoever 

ſabfiſts in che world:;runnes poſt co it's Tur 

inzgyand yet,/as if thou/percetued{t not thy 


the teſt of created things; thou __ ſpoken 
not 'a-wordof this ſecond life , whercin abi: 
des the perteRtion of all our happines. Thou 
haſt yieldedthe Sunneto beeclypled.”Fhou 
haſt afforded the Moone totake ditiers colir 
tenices ypon her. Thou haſt giuenleaizeta 
Serpents to'be changing their ckin/,cand:ta 
the Phanix.co reuiue of ir's aſhes'; and- aruell 


the hope/from thee of guerariling' agaune . 
Thy ſpirit hath beenclike toa torch, which 


goodlyelt 
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of Death." ["Chiap.y: 57 
odl yeſt ſecrets of nature; and haſt yolan« 
tarily hidden from thy ſelfe , the fecters of 
thine owneſaluation . Thow haſt lent ay 
alnes threed toan infinite number of ſpirits 
» | who were intangled in the labyrinth' ofthe 
& | world ,  withour once being able , ro get 
4 El forth thy ſelfe, though the knowledge ot its 
' cauſes and effects : & thou haſt even dam=- 
t- ned thy (elfe. Fooles, fpeake not burof thy 
ir E Prudence , and Wiſe iien of thy Folly. It 
d had beene a great' deale better fot thee , 
> thou hadſt poſleſt all the Vertues, then to 
er El ſpeake ſo of them, without them , & in/theis 
tr Babſence. Thou madſt profeſſion to teach tn6 
Yy Ethe language of reaſon , and thou haſt neue? 
in Fbeene ſpeaking with thy ſelfethereof, therby 
to bring thee, into the conrempr-of 'the 
earth and defire of heauen . Thy light hathi 
dazelea thee, 'thine armes have vanquiſhed 
thee, & the greatnesof thy Spirit -trath made 
thee miſerable. For with endeauovring to 
| merit Crownes ; thou haſt rayſed thy felie 
aboue all the Empires of the world, ro make 
thy ſelfe to be adored; & that thy- Example 
 Enight ferue as al2zw vnro others , thou halt 
' Wbcene the firſt Idolzour of thy ſelfe, 
Thou 'wouldſt not belieue that there 
vas one God in heauen , becauſe thou ſaidft 
thy ſelf to bea God on earth, Thouwouldſt 
not 


78 The-ſiweet Thoughtes 
not ſpeake of the other lyte, as knowing 
wel thac he who diſtribntes the good, & the 
euill ro ech one, ſhould ſeeme to prepare 
there a Hell for thee to punith thy arrogacy, 
' Soas.it it were once affoarded thee,to re-be- 
gin thy courſe againe, thou wouldit doubt, 
les forget the vanity of all thy learning, to 
be thinking continually of Death , whiles 
theſe only thoughts do learne vs all manner 
of ſciences. The glory which is lett thee, for Þ 
bauing ſpoken of the world, is ſhut vp in 
the world, andthovgh ic ſhouldlaſt as long 
as it, yet ſhall icalwayes dye with it . Thy 
xeputation is reuerenced on earth, and thou 
art trod on Yader foot in Hell. Men do ho+ 
nourthy name, and the deuils torment thy 
ſoule.. Beholdall che recompence of thy tra- 
uailes . Let ys fay boldly then , that he who 
is alwayes thinking of Death is ignorant of 
nothing ; and thar, tor ro beeſtcemed wile, 
he ſhould liue with his thoughts , as the 0n- 
ly obieR of theglory we hope for, and of 
the felicity we attend cueryhoure. 

Plato, to what purpole ſerues thee, that 
faire Renowne, which thou haſt cauſed ro; 
ſuruiue thy aſhes ? They ſpeake euery onefj 
of thee , bur it they terch any argument of 
thy wiſedome, they conclude vpon thy tol- 
ly, while Death dithonours thy lyfe . We 
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of Death," |, Chap 9. 79 
may compare thee to Hanniball, fot after he 
had triumphed ouer others, he let himſelfe 
be vanquiſhed by himſelfc, having recez ued 
a law trom his paſſions , & a ſerunude Hola 
his vices, {n lykemaner may we ſay of thee, 
tharrhou hadſt couragiouſly triumphed 0- 
uer all thy popularerrours, which are thy 
chiefe domeſticke enemies : after, I ſay, thou 
hadſt left thy goodly aftions; for fo many 
examples of morall yertues ; thou buryedſt 
the richeſt Crowne, within thy Sepulcher, 
and that which ſurmounts all tyme,. and 
the inconſtancy thereof : for at thy Death, 
thou adoredſt many Gods , as repenting 
thee ofthe opinions, yea ofthe belicte thou 
Y  hadit in the courſe of thy ]yſe. 

"| Thon tookeſt a great deale of paynes to 
0 procure the ſurname of Deuzne, through thy 
t | divine thoughtes ; but in the higheſt of thy 
e Eſoaring pitch , thy ſpirit, as an illegitimate 
- | yong Eagle, not being able to endure the 
of ſplendour of the ſun of faith, wascaſt down 
headlong from the top of the heauens tothe 
at Y loweſt of the earth , where dying alwayesg 
[0 Yin puniſhments, and renjuing cuery momer: 
NeFin their dolours,it ſhall ue for eucr in eter- 
of Fnall paynes. Let vs ſay then agayne once 
morezthat all ſciences are but meere yanity, 
xcept ſuch asteach ys to liue well, Wo dy 
*Ph 
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YET V RN E yet once 2gayne 
5 O great Queene of Saba, to be- 
hold this wiſe Salomon, & come 
S& attended with, your magnifi- 
©) cent trayne, thateuen the {e]fe 
ſame ſubieRs , who were the witneſſes of 
your 10y , may be the ſame likewiſe of your 
dnt ie this cruel change, both of tyme& 
fortune. You hauep aſſed through many, a 
ſea, and happily ew quit of a thouſand 
dangers on the land , forto viſit this great 
Meatrhe, as the onely Abridgement of the 
wondersofthe world . Put yourlſelfe once 
more.intothe perils of the ſame xockes, aud 
into amew danger of ſo long a voyage.,, to 
ſeetheſetting of this Sun, the athes, of this 
Phenix, I Sal ſay the Tombe, and cor- 
ruprion of this Ras > of this in- 
imitable, of this mighty King; of! Sages. 


What metamorphoſis; ? The ſplendotr © 
his 
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now whe fibefodBof HY ert IM 
cuen texres' = writ re RA Sh begg 
fore- yortror oh his Power with aſto= 
Mie HOW ſeeinto Whar plight of 
feebIRenes FAutii ſeries Height in him”, ' Vou' 
admited rhe oredtnes of pire; & that 
likewiſe'ofhrs ſpirit, iq Tel rg: the + 
feion of his A AGRS, ; burnow confid 
how all thefe | aly qualityes have Le 


& | beet "bl toe chr mi from the Sepul- 
= | cite Wet A rey Viitg"the 
E Wot Yeu bateaddiedbiny off the T hes. 


| arerofbis Vanitjesat args het x 
c ſented ha erſonage preateſt' ki 
f I c cuerw rea yp hk and tutnifio't 

le / withintherwinkkling of an eye, 
y Kiff , 16 morettien's loathſome' by 
NN tne hi hottour & GO—_ 
in pl me, as he be coni- 
erieu "Toro duſt” ang he'hath beche in- 
deed'; _ _ is all. "And hardly dare we 
n6W at ne hitm'to 'behe ſince thatin , 
ſeekin win Se” "WANG Hine * is ke nor 

* | to bETorta? &o vanicheth the olory of fie wir, 

all flyes iaito the Toinbe / 

(per fince thou Yiſ'borne hi nia 
of all the ſeach SIgts bf Greece, come @ vix 
ſit tlits tombe},/of the Wiſeſt ot the wot1d;of 
F this 
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32 _ . The, faweet Thayghres, 
this incomparable Sslomon. He was great of 
birth, greac in bappines , great. in power, 
great in riches, & moſtgreat inknowledge; 
Bur behold now,how his rich cradle. is cha« 
ed into this poore Sepulcher; How his te= 
[te , hath taken the yiſage of, misfortune ; 
How his poweris bounded in the impotecy 
chou ſcelt him in . He js not greatbutin mi« 
ſcries, he is notrich butin wormes , and in 
the knowledge of the follies which he hath 
wrought. Among ſo many goodly lawes 
which thou, baſt gyuen to the Arbentaps , re= 
member thy ſelfe of that, which nature hath 
impoſed ypoa thee,to dy atall howers, vn- 
11] tuch tyme, as thou be quite dead, Thou 
doſt in _yayne command thy bones to be 
caſt intodiuers places after thy Death; forit 
they putrify not all at once,, ech one of the 
all produce a ſtench fromthe marrow , in 
the place, where it, ſhalbe buryed. Thou 
_ necefiarily follow thelot of this ls 
Sage,fince you are brothers both of the ſame 
condition . Thou haſt taught others long 
inough; learnethou that, wh ich as yet thou 
knowett not. Thou teacheſt all the world 
toliue; learne thor thy (elite rody well. Thy 
knowledge is but vanity .. For though thy 
precepts be engrauen in marble and, braſle, 
time which deuoures all things, {hall aejore 
the 
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of Dear). [© Chip. 16. $3 
the remembrance of them, to ſo bury rivy 
glory; If thou lyucſt not for thy ſoule, rather 
then thy body, they will ſcarce beliecue thou 
haſt lybed art all. 

Pertander, come & behould thy Compa» 
nion otrenowne, ſo as if thou knowelſt him 
not, inthe eſtate he is brought into, rouch 
but chy owne miſeries with thy finger, and 
thou ſhalt playnly diſcouer on their tace , all 
the draughts of his reſemblice, He hath been 
King as wel as thou, as good, as wiſe. And if 
thou bearſt the Surname of Tyrant aboue him 
and that he hath not beene a Tyrant of his 
people;yetthe vanities of his life haue beene 
ſo. He is dead howſocuer; and at the very 
ſame tyme; wherein truly thou beboldR 
his putrified bones , the fire of thy life hath 
| brought thee by little and little, into athes, 
neere vnto his aſhes. It thou traceſt the ſame 
way with him, thou thalt put the truth of 
thy ſaluation into doubt. I would haue thee 
be a Tyrantalſo, but that only againitthy 
ſelfe, ro be cruell to thy paſſions, nor euer 
to pardon thy faults ; otherwiſe reaſon ſhall 
be depriving thee of the Surname of a Sage , 
which thy tolly hath giuen thee. 

Putac; be thou a partner likewiſe , to 
behold chemiſcries of thy like , and if thou 
wiltlearaethy.good ſpirit wiſedome, ems 
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The ſweet Thoughtes 
ploy thy reaſon, and, eloquence to chaſe 2- 
way: vices from thy country, rather then the 
Tirant though thy. foxce and courage. Thou 
layeſt, we ought to foreſee the accidents a- 
farre of, which may happento vs, for to be 
able to (ſuffer them ;;jwith the more conſtan- 
cy, when they light : why thinkſt thou nor 
then,alwayes of this accident, inſeparable 
from Death, which purſues vs neerer then 
a ſhadow the body znotfor the ſuffering of 
the paynes with the greater conſtancy, bur 
rather wich more profit, that Death might 
make thee a ſucceſſour of a morehappy life? 
Behould in thistombe, the image af thy 
errours. See wherein conſiſts the glory of 
the world, and this vayne renowne, wherof 
thou becomeſtan idolater. If thisgreat Sage 
haue beene ſo taxed;; bow thalt thou be a- 
ble toauoyd the blame and thameat once? I 

leauethee to thinkeand meditate ypon it: 
Bics,come and behould through curioſity 
the aſhes of the wiſelt of the-world, to iudge 
whether there be -any difference betweene 
thetn ;and thoſe-of the moſ fooles. know 
yvell,that the horrour of the tombe will not 
altoniſh thee a whit:y fince' thou haſt: feene 
vhy country lackr already with'a dry eye, 
andihy children dead before thee... Butin 
thefe actions it/is not, where thou art - 
2 * MAIXE 
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of Death; | Chap. ro. 3x 
make the force of thy ſpirit to appeare. At- 
terthou hadſt loſt all, thou oughtſt ro have 
ſaued thy ſelfe to be rich forever . Thot be= 
lieveſt, thy vertue (ſhould/appeare,' with 
ſaying ,- that thou'cartyeſt all thou' haſt a» 
bout thee,,. and hadſt ſaued all thy goods 
fromthe fire of thy towne , wherein thou 
miſtakeſt thy ſelfe . For thou wert puffed 
greatly with thy vanity, and charged with 
the weighty burden of thy 'yayne fcien- 
ces. Thou knoweſt all that, which we 
"_ to' be ignorant of, to become: well 
$ki r in the knowledge of true yertue in+ 
deed... | T £01474 17.94 
Andtolettheefay playnely thine owne 
folly , ſo it is, thatthe precepts of thy. wiſe- 
done haue neuer yet ſaued any one of thoſe 
that:obſerued the: fame... Thou: preacheſt 
yertue; andadoreſtbuta falſe imagetherof?2 
wiſedome conſiftsnot But inalwayes thin= 
king'of death; and thou'haſt nothing more 
deare, then lyfein-the blindaefle ; wherein 
thou art. Misfortune robsthee enery houre 
of a part of thy ſelt,through continuall Joſſe 
of that-, which thou logeitmoſt ; 'and'thou 
art inſenfible of allthefe attempts. Butheer- 
in thou letſtthy vanity-appeare,/ratherthen 
any yertue at all, fince thou referreſtnotthe 
effects of thy patience to the abſolute cauſe, 
thr 1g) F 3 which 
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which giues thee. grace thereunto.''T hou 
Enemy to thy ſelfe , thou pulleſtthe wings 
of thy ſpirit, thatit may notfly abouethy 
nature toknow the Authour thereof, Con« 
ſider theglory that ſhall reſt, and be left tor 
thee. The ſtone of this tombe which thou 
ſeeſt (hall wayte ypon thy fleth to couer it 
with all,in corruption and infeftion and if 
thou will be reputed wile, thinke continu- 
ally ypon this _ 

Thales , thou mult be a party lykewiſe, 
for tocomeand (ee,the maytter of the Sages, 
in this poore little Jodging , which nature 
hath prepared him from his birth . He. hath 
beene farre more wiſe then thou, but yet 
with all his knowledge, he hath hardly byn 
able tofynd the way of his ſaluation . He 
knew ſo perfeRly, theeffes of all the ſe= 
conde cauſes , as he forgot oftentymes ta 
yield due homage yto the firſt and ſoue- 
raygnecaule, onely adorable, Take thou 
thy profit then,from the exaple of his lofſe. 
Thou ſtudyeſt yaynly to marke the courſes 
of tyme, conſider rather, how it pulls theo 
by litle and litle into the Sepulcher . 

Why breakeſt thou thy braynes, to 
knaw from whence the winds proceed, 
fince thou oughtſt ro feare that of vanity , 
forit threatnes thee with ſthipwracke?Thou 

04 further 


of Death." Chiip:ro:  Yy 
further noteſtſiindry motions of the ſtartes, 
it ſufficerh thee, that that of the Sca be fatio= 
rab{e torhee, to ſhun the rockes of thato= 
ther ofthe world, wherto natute hath made 
thee to embarke thy ſelfe. Thou makeſt le(- 
ſons to thy ſchollers ypon thunder, iris but 
a very Curiolity of thine; thou ſhouldeſt not 
ſecke for ſhelters , but for tlie thunders of di- 
uine Tuſtice, which ſhal hortly puniſk thee 
for thy fooliſh errours.' If thou wilt be wiſe 
indeed, forget thou all what thou knoweſt, 
nordo thou euer remember hur this yerity, 
thatthou art of Earth, and ſoonelhalt thoit 
return into Earth agayne,as this great King 
whoſe aſbes thou beholdeſt, enuitroned Tit 
horrour and infeftion . Go now, and make 
a leflon to thy fchollers, of that which'thou 
haſt ſeene, and then ſhalt thou 'deſerue the 
furname of a Sage. 

Chiles , Rep thow alittle, out of thy way, 
to come and ſee the ruines of this Colofus 
cere of Greatnefle, whoſe ynmeaſurable 
eight aſtoniſhed all the world. This is 

e 'King Solomon , the wonder of all the 
Monarkes of the earth. Demiaiid of him now 
rhat he hath done with his crowne, with 
is Scepter, with his Treaſures , with his' 
-ourtiefs', With his laues, and where now 
1s pleaſuresare. And if heanſwere thee not 
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thy hart rather, then on the Femple, of 4- Þ| | 
pollo, Forthis knowledgeis not, compatible Þ| 
with thine errouts. Thou haſt giuen forth I 1 
this ſecond, Precept , Of never. coxeting too | | 
much, wherein truly, rhoy artnot culpable Þ| { 
4t2ll, finge thou deficedſt not inough. Thou ft 
aligneſt all thy precenſions on the earth, ax Þ 
ut thou Wert borne bur for itz, it (eemes the || t 
$unne neuer riſes, but-to conuipce,thee: of | 2 
Ingratitude, {ince for the goodnes of itset> 
fed: , thou neuer didlt homage.to, the: cauſe 
from whence hath.jt receiuedthe being.and 
the light it hath. It je.had/as many; tongues 
as beames , 1t would haue publiſhed:at-onge, | tc 
both;hisglory, and thy forgerfulnes.;Qon+ 
felle then the errour of it, 46, thou, wauldſt] \ 
haue. men, uſtly, x0: attribute; wiſedome/10| * 
Il oe x7 , 81416911 wn nw e197. TALE * 
. Ceobulus , come. thou in thy,turne lyke-| 
Wile, to: yidit the, King of Sages, notin; his 
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of Death: » Chap. io. 9 
Pallace, but inthe litle bouſe, which the 
hasbingers of death haue appointed for him. 
Thoubcltowelt thy tyme burill ; for-thou 
ſhouldelt be makipg of verſes, and thouart 
full of them thy ſclte, 'to wit, of wormes , 
Soas ifthou loue thy Poeſy ſomiich , make 
verſes on thy wormes,deſcribe thy miſetics, 
and neuerſpeake but of thy misfortunes; o- 
therwilſe, ſhalt thou looſe the Surname ther 
haſt of a Sage. Thou ſeeſt well how the 
ſcience thou profeſleft, teacheth not but ya- 
nity, & how. all the world3s the great mai« 
ter ot it. T xue wiledome conſiſts in poſſeſ- 
ſing all che vertues, and thou yet liuveft in 
the hope otatteyning the firſt, which is to 
know, ones. ſelte, Salomon was Wiſer then 
thou. art,,and yet with all his knowledge, 
and wiledome both, was he taxed of folly. 
He hath beene the greateſtofthe world., & 
this little trench which thou ſeeſt contey- 
neth all. his grearneſſes. | The lands of his 
| Empize are compriſed within. this litle hil- 
| locks of earth, whereinto he is xequced ; 
| it thou. wilt forgo thy vanity, behgnld ſom- 
what neezxc, his mileries,and thou ſhal learn 
| all the Sciences ofthe world in the medita- 
> .. Ition ot. bis nothing. You Sages of the world 
yke-| it you eſtabliſh the foundation of your glo- 
his] ry 90. your. prudence, all is but yanity, Be-, 
M7 F 5 hold 
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hold, contemplate , and publith freely the 
truth you know ; I for my part will not 
learne other ſcience then that of liuing wel, 
fince this is the ſcience of the Eternity ; 
which hath for obietan immortall glory, 
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CHAP. XI. 


ETVRNE thou, O Mena- 
law, with thy Army , to the 
conqueſt ofthis fayre Helena,to 
# triumph now at laſt ypon her 
V vemolt ſpoyles . Imagine the. 
Tombe wherein ſhe 1s encloſed, to be the 
the proud Troy, which deteynes herfrom 
thee . Marſhall thy Army abonr her Se- 
pulcher , and let the valianteſt of thy fol» 
diers , well armed againſt the horrour and 
affrightes of all the 1afe&ions of the world, 
giuethe firſt onſet to this fortrefſle of miſe- 
ryes. Thereis no need to reduce her into 
aſhes, fince the is wholy full of aſhes now. 
Encourage then thy Captains to the aſſaults. 
Thou hatt now, no more to deale with an 
infinite number of men, but rather with an 
infinite number of wormes, as owners, & 
poſleflors 


of Death. {Chaps 7 r. vr 
poſſeſlors of the ſubiect of thy victory. But 
me thinkes ſome new Achilles, or {ſome 41ax 
1, Ebath already demoliſhed the rampiers of 
hoy litle Troy, wherein thy Helens is capti- 
y, UC» | 
: Approach then, braue Menalaus , with 
apkin at thy noſe, tearesin thineeyes, ſighs 
in thy mouth , and plaintes1n thy foule, to 
xchold the 1doll of thy paſſions, and the ob- 
«& ot the trjumphes, Behold this fayre Helena, 
home the greateſt Monarks ot the world 
iaue adored. Bebold this fayre Helena, whome 
Theſeus tooke away, and Parisrauiſhed as a 
rall of her-perfeRtions. Bebold this fare Be- 
14, w ho. hach;peopled- Greece with wid- 
lowes and Orphans. Behold bis fayre Helana, 
ho hach drowned a good part of the earth 


14- 
the 
to 
her 
the 


_ ith a deluge of bloud. Bebold ibis fayre Hele- 
Ge. 4» the wonder of all the' wonders in the 
ol; $'2r1d, the thame of ages paſt, the deſpayre 


f ſuch as areto come, & the miracle of ber 


= reſent age. Bebold this fayre Helena, whome 
Y aynters never durſt to repreſent, nor haue 


*oets beencable cuer to prayſe inough. Be- 
old this fayre Helens, whome no: man hath 
dmired but with Ldolatry . Bebold this fayre 
{clexa, whoſe merits haue armed the one 
han $2" ®f the world agaynſt the other , as it for 
s & F*© ®lonethey would have viterly defiroied 
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92  Theſweet Thongines | - 
the Vniuerſe. Behold at laſt this fayre Helen, 
whoſe lyte hath coſt a million of deathes: 
behold this ſtinking carcaſle which hee! 

you ſee, this heape of putrityed bones, and 

this lump of infz&ion full of wormes.- 

Commaund thy imagination, to repre. 

ſent her ynto thee, in that eſtate ſhe was it 

at (uch tyme as thou adoredſt her on the 
Throne of her graces, for to acknowledg 
ſenſibly the differece. Demand ot her head 
what is become of that fayre golden haynf 
of hers, ſo alwayes curled, where'Loue hat 
wrought athouſand Labyrinths,-to-mak 

a thouſand of the freeſt Soulesto widetin 
Her hayre, I ſay, whoſe flaſh dazeled the 
eyes , and whoſe wreathes captiued harts 
Where 1s that' Alabaſter brow, where M 
ieſties appeared'in troupes, as al wales read) 

to impoſenew lawes of reſpe&tto mottal - 
Whereare her eyes, which you termed Thi” | 
eyes of Loue, fitice he had not beene blind, but. | 
for her ſake ? Or rather thoſe two fayre ſtan; ,, 
eclipſed, from whence thou recetued{t bothfy, 
the good and theeuill influences of thy life}, * 
ſay we yet more, thoſe two fayre Suns, at- 
rized now at their laſt Weſt; whoſe ſplen- es 
doureuer blinded the whole world? Whatſh, | | 
js become of them ? we can hardly difcerney,. 


the dreadtull ruines of their being. Where 
| may 


Yy4 *1-3hr Joker Thonghey”. 
ot Athes hath made theeto reduce into aſh 
the proudeſt Cirty of the world. This ti 
king Carkaſle hath been conuinced in dying 
for purting a Million of men to death.Thi 
Coloffus of nnfſeries, full of infeRion, hat 
changed the moſt flourithing Empire of tt 
world into a meeredunghil.Multer yp thir 
Army about this Sepulcher , that thy Cay 
taynes and Souldiers may lament with th 
tay folly,bewayling the tyme they haue i 
ployed for the conqueſt of this heape of (tir 
king carth. Soas, it the Ghoſts, wherewitl 
ih hath peopled Hell, wezeable tob 
th2ir priſons , they would bring a new 
Warr: vpon thee, as the partner of all thi 
crym*s, which they haue committed, in fol 
lowing thee. | 
1 s::ead you , Dames, neere ynto thy 
Tomo: , :o makes the Anatomy of your be 
auties , of your ſweets , of yourallurements 
of your c12:mes, of your baites, of your wa- 
roneſſ2,2nd of all your yaniries together .[t 
15 tyme for me to yamask your Spirit, to [ct 
you manite'ily ſee the truth of your mil 
ryes. You :nakea ſhaw to all the world 0 
your boy , painted and waſhed euery ca 
With thc >athes of a thouſand diſtilled was 
ters , an4 { will thew you the infeRion and 
putretaction which is witaia. You ſay thats 
VY OMA: 
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woman is then faire, when the hath a_ good 
body, with a handſome gatbe, the haire fla- 
nl x<n and naturally curled, a {oft skin , andas 
i white as. ſnow , a large and poliſhed brow , 
the eyes blew or black, and pretty bigg, the 
chyn. ſhort and ſomewhat torked, & the 1elt 
of the parts of the body equally proportio- 
ned one to the other. But this is nothing yer. 
This goodly peece mult needes be accom- 
panyed with fome Graces, to be quickened 
with Maieſty . Her flaxcn and cuiled haire 
Y had needto be trimly drefſedzher skyn how 
j ſoft ſocuer, ſhould be nourithed inwater like 
«2 fiſh, for to coſerue it 1n-its bewty < luſtre. 
I T he brow had need be taught, to hide its 
pleightsand wrinckles,to appeate al wayes 
molt polite.. Thoſe fayre eyes muſt learne 
iy the art of charming harts ; & to hauethis ſe- 
cret iuduſtry with them , to wound intheir 
([weetnes ,and to kill in their choller. That 
litle mouth of Roſes ſhould be alwayes 
ſounding inthe cares the ſwecteſt harmony 
ot eloquence, fortocalme the harſheſt Spi- 
nts. In, fine,cch part of the body is to learne 
its leflog, of quaintneſle, and the ſpirit. that 
animatestbe ſame to teach it euery day ſome 
was Vanity oz ether, and ſome new inſtructions 
to win Joue withall , or rather folly , as if 
there, were not faoles inough inthe world. 
rt] : Beſides, 
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Y: The ſweet Thoughtes* . 
Befides, this tay re peece had yer hneedts 
be decked vp- with the richeſt habins'rhar 
may be found, rogiuelyfe'to mrs, , 
Tht'gallanthayrehad.need'to be d 
with chaynes of pearle; and' diamonds , to 
allurethe eyes more ſweetly in' admitation 
of them, and harts vnto their loue This 
delicareskin ſhould be heightened through 
the thaddow of a fly. This paynted'vilage I a 
ſhould be daubedanew with a huge num- Þ tc 
ber of tfumperyes,andinſtruments/of yahi- 
ry, beit in Rebato of all faſhions, ih' Pendants ON tt 
for theeares ofalf colonrs, in Carcanatrof di-'Þ in 
uers ifiuentios, &inVejles of different Miuffes, 
This body thus quickened with folly, ra 
therthen withreafon, ſhould'beeheryday 
tricked vp with new habits}, to theend, 
the eyes might not be ſo ſoone weary to'co- 
template rhe vanityes ofthem'. 1n'fine, the 
ſhould haue a magnificent traine with her, 
of Horſes, Caroches, andLakeys,to main- 
taytie the greatneſſe of herthouſe* #** 

*. Bur ler vs now breake the cruft'of theſe 
wily bayts, that blind our ſpitits #7, and 
charme our reaſojy, for to'make ys itin into 
otironerthrow.” This richpeece's Bats fa- 
got, or a bundle of pinrifyed botjes; of net- 
ues ; and of finewes tull of infe&tidn$”, and 
whoſe Cemererſerues foratheater to'let 
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_ _ df Dearh, [Chap. tr, 97 
ſee the miſeries of them. Thoſe trizled1oc- 
kes are burthe excrements of nature , en- 
oraffed in #ſoyle full of lice - That delicate 
kyn'is'bura'pecceof parchment paſted'vps 
bloud'. Her trayle beauty, but that of- flo- 
wers,ſubie&ro rhe parching of the ſunne'& 
the ſcorcching of fire:: one dropp of the ſe- 
rene ;and the onely alteration ot the pulſe, 
and but one night of ynreſt only,are inough 
to ruineitquite. That large & polite Brow 
is notableto faucit (elfe trom the aſſaults of 
the wrinckes, which trom moment to mo- 
ment take vp the place, whatſocuer refiliace 
be made againſt them . Thoſe faire eycs are 
but as warteriſh holes, ſubie& to 60. ſeuc- 
rall maladies, alldifterent ; being ſo many 
miſchiefes diſpoling to theirruine : a little 
Rheume makes them ſo-ghaſtly, as they are 
conſtraytied to+hide them , for feare they 
make ys not afraid . That Noſe and mouth 
arerwolincks of corruption ,' from whence 
infections Utueatall moments. And for the 
reſt of the parts'of her body, being all of the 
{ame ſtuffe, nemay wel tudpe of the whole 
peece by a parterne only. 

On the other ſide, the ation that animate 
this peece is buta breath of wind, which fils 
| vp the fayles of our Arrogancy in this fea of 

the world, where yarity (erucs for Pilor, ro 
| G hazard 
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hazard ys inthe Shipwracke ©] hoſe flaxen 
lockes in vayne are tricket ſo on the face, 
through an art of niceneſle zthe iguention is 
as guilty ,as the marrer trayle and cohtemp= 
tible.Ler her waſh ber delicate skyn day by 
day, the ſcife ſame water that nourifheth, 
doth puirity 1t no lefje; tor according as the 
fleighttherof makes her apparenceto ſeeme 
yong anew,nature cauſeth the being to-wax 
ould. Thar (mooth Brow to no purpoſe 
hides its furrowes fo, whiles: Age diſcouers 
them by little and little. If thoſe eyes haug 
the «Kill ro charmethe harts, yer haue they 
not the tricke to.charme their miſeries . { 
graunt that little mouth of Roſes, for a tyme 
may yield oracles of Eloquece; yer we mult 
cotider that as the wordsare formed of ayre, 
ſo-intoayre agayne dothey reſolue ; their 
glory is but wind, and their. /harmony but 
ſmoake. In fine let the ſpirits which quicke 
theſe tayre bodyes , know all the lefſons of 
vanity and quaintnelle thatare , may it not 
be ſaid yet, that the art is blacke , and as pet» 
nicious as the inſtructions are. 

As for the habits , which decke vp this 
rich Peece, they are but the workemanſhip 
of wormes , {ince they haye wrought the 
filke. Thoſe pearles & Diamonds ſo encha- 
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{ed in the hayre, are of the treaſures of the 
Indies, 
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Death.” :{{-Chap. 11. 99 

Indies, wheie the Riches of Vertue are yn- 
knowne: but they areas ſo many ſubiects 
of contempt to-holy Soules, who know 
that Heauen is not bought with the gold of 
the. earch And forall theſe toyes, that ſerue 
thus for ornaments to women ,they are but 
as ſo.many veyles, to ſhroud their defects 
with all;-while they are ſo full of them. Let 
them ſhew themſelucsas beautifull as they 
will, yet will I count more impetfeCtions 
intheirbodyes, then they. hauc hayres on | 
their heads, They appeare notabroad till 
Noone,to thew that they employ one halfe 
of the day, for to hide the halfe of thejr:mis 
ſeryes ; and during the ſmall ryme they are 
ſcene abroade in, if we looke neere into all 
theiraQtions , they giue forth a great deale 
more pitty then loue. One ſhalbe alwayes 
holding a napkin in her hand, tor to yoyed 
apart ot the corruption which ſhe hath in 
her. Another ſhalbe forced in company to 
ſtep aſide vnto the chimney, to ſpitforth at 
her pleaſure , the -infeation ſhe holds in 
her breaſt. There the ſhalbe houlding her 
muffe vpo her cheeke {\wolne withRheume 
for to couer the i}|-grace it hath. Heere vill 
the never pull of her gloues, for teare of diſ- 
couering the itch of her bands. 

Behold the leſſer defects of women , 
G 3 whiles, 
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"Yoo 1 * The ſivtet Thoughtes 
-whiles of diſcrerion, Lconceale the preates; 
:bux { belicue in vayne, firice all the: world 
\beholds the wel inough;ſoas they would 
yet fee more:ſenfible-yerityes/of their mi- 
ſerable condition, let themi/approachts this 
'T ombe. 1347 Q 5-050 101: 251511 
You'Courriers;'] conjure you, by the pas 
wer of thoſe Beauties which-you! haue' a« 
dored ſomuch, tocome hither andbehould 
theirruine - Wharſay 12 nay horrour, infe- 
Eion:and putretaRtion rather; Theſeas;ſend 
thou hither thyghoſt cothis body, where 
thou hadſt lodged/foilong'atymeborh thy 
hatt' and ſoule . :Bebold this faire-Helensz; 
whomethou hadſtſtolneaway with thepeL 
rill of thy life, as idolarrous of herimaginary 
peife&tions .Searchnow in her, the baytes 
thitcharmed thee'fo, .rhe'charmes that ras 
vir thee; the bewry that made thee ſucks 
thrall; and all thoſe ſweetnefles which'bave 
forged the chaynes ofithy ſeruitude /V hoſe 
bayts:now hane no moreforce; butto allure 
the vwormes ; thoſe charmes hane no more 
power, but to conſerue' the infection ;and 
thoſe-bewties and fweerneſſes changing:the 
nature; do afford amazemenrs, rather then 
any whitof Loue. But yet me thinks, rhou 


| art well reuenged. For this crgell. Fyrant, 
who had'reduced thee ſo bylitleand little 
_—_ k 44 lato 


of Death. "y EChap.n I. IOT 

zato aſhes , jy euen now. but aſhes her ſelte.. 
This mercylefſe woman who would ſeeme. 
eo loue-no man, is hated of all the world. 
This proud Dame, w ho made herſelfe ado- 
red, ſerues as;a victime to the wormes,, and 
\ 1 | ſporttotheiwinds. Yeſterday her bewty did 
YO leaſe thee ſa much , as thou hadſt no eyes, 
\ a ut to admireher;& ro day is her fouleneſle 
uld BE fo hideous, asthou haſt no contempt but for 
fe- I her. Yeſterday thou fighedſt for her lone, & 
nd | to day the ſame harteuen fighes for her:mi- 
{eryes. Yeſterday her pertections did rauith 
thy foule, to makethem adored; and to day 
her defes.eFtort thy teares, and 1ighes, to 
bewaylein their faſhion theirruine, Looke 
then, ſee heere that whichthou halt loued fo 
much,and that which thou bateſt ſo mayne+ 
ly. Sec heere, what thouhaſt admired with 
aRonichment; & that which thou abhorrelt 
with ſo much reaſon; whatcruell change is 
this from thyſelfe , with thy-ſelfe ? or rather 
fromthe ſubiet of thy loue , with the ſame 
{ubject itfelfe? Shall I dare toſay , that this 
itinking Carkaſle heere is the fayre Helena? 
Thar tbis beape of rotten bones-are-the ſad 
ſpoyles of ber perfectios? Andihat this lie 
Albes ,isthedolefull head of that wander at 
the world? i; 21037th 

Paris, Returne thoy from Hell, into-the 
G 2 earth 
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702 -— The' flovet Thoughts © 
earth agayne,for to-ſeethe cauſe of thy Uiſa- 
ſires . Approach to'this Sepulcher, arid con- 
template the infe&tion 8 corruption neere 
ar hand, with thou haſt'adored ynder the 
name of Helena. How many tymes haſt thou 
beenc kneeling before this carkaſle; & betore 
theſe rotten bones ? How many miſchietes 
haſt thou run into ? How many ' perils haſt 
thou eſcaped? How many feas halt thou 
croſſed ouert How many euils haſt thou ſuf- 
fered, for to poſſeſle this heape of wormes? 
Thou verily belieuedſt, thou bad all the 
riches of the worldin thy ſhip, whiles thou 
hadſthy Heleng therein . The Coffer is ope, 
behold now wherein conſiſt thy treaſures. 
Art thou not aſhamed for hauing ſo made 
lJoueto this heape of Aſhes ?and tor hauing 
ſighed ſo, athouſand, & a thouſand tymes 
after this ſtinking Earth ? Thus the glory of the 
world dorh paſſe 4way,all flyes into the Tombe. 
Your Courtiers, come, yield you alaſt 
-homage of viſit , tothis Idol of your paſli- 
ons. Thaue heard indeed the Perfians heerto- 
fore, haue adored the Sun, and that there 
haue beene other Paynims , who in their 
Þrutifhnes haue adord likewiſe diyers forts 
ofbeaſts; butt haue neuer ſeene a more pro- 
digious thing,then now at this day, while 
they adore cuen Clay, Corruption, 
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of Death. TI Chap. 11. 103 
fe&ion . 'Thete is nothing more certayne , 
then that in adoring women, they become 
Idolatours of their putrefa&tion ; fincetheir 
body is a ſacke of worms. Behold the good- 
ly ſubie& of your waichings, of your ttou- 
bles, of yourextrauagancies. How is it poſ- 
{ible, this heape of athes heere ſhould afioard 
you ſuch ill dayes, and ſolong nights? Thar 
this finke of infeion ſhould make you thed 
ſo many teares,and (end ſo many fighes into 
the wind? Are you not iealous, trow you, 
that the wormes ſhould poſleſle this ſubie& 
of your affetion? Can your way ward cou- 
rages ere endure theſe wormes ſhould be ta 
king their Fees thereof in your preſence, & 
to your {corne ? For they glut themſelues of 
the one part of what you haue adored, and 
for the other, they make a dunghill of it; 
Theſe are no Fables , theſe. Looke,& {mell 
your ſelues, all is but miſery and ſtench. Ss 
paſceth the glory of the world away . 
I inuite you, my Dames, to afeaſt,whic! 

the cortuption of Helena's body makes vnto 
the wormes., in the preſence of Heauen & 
Earth. This Tombe which you ſee , is 'the 
Hall, where the banquet is prepared ; come 
you hitherin troupes, attyred all in the ri- 
cheſt Ornaments you haue, as you would 
go Vvatoa wedding-feaſt. I licence you her- 
G 4 in 
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in, to bring a glaſſe'with you! hanging at 
your girdle, for to admire with. an dolatroug 
eye, the good Graces you haue, And if you 
affoard any whir of intermiſſion atall, caſt 
but your eyes awhile, ypon this ſtinking 
caicaſle heere; flace it is the body of your 
ſhadow, and the originall of your liuing 
pourtrai&ts. You now ſee inough , that you 
are but aſhes, but earth, butclay, but meere 
putrefaRtion and infeRtion ; and yet ſuffer 
- neuertheles your ſelues to called Goddeſles; 
and to heape yet more cryme vpon-crime, 
you accept the Sacrifices. I haue not ſeene, 
norread of ſo prodigious Metamorphoſes, 
that euen very Clay ſhould be raiſed vpon 
a Throne, and the wormes and corruption 
thould be meriting of titles of immortall 
glory. You ſufferthem to be kneeling be- 
tore you , andfeare not the while , lealt the 
wind of your yanities be carrying away the 
duſt, whereof you are framed . You'walke 
vponcloth of gold, and after your death,are 
the beaſts trampling ynder foote your ſtin- 
king earth. You ſuffer them to-kneele be- 
tore you : Alas!. what a fight to humble 0- 
nes ſelfe, before a dunghill ! Decke wp, and 
adorne your carkaſle as long as you'pleaſe, 
the ſtench at laſt ſhall diſcoucr the maiſeries 
thereot, to the'fight of all the world 0% 
| andg- og. 
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handfull of aſhes , which you ſee heere, is 
the beauritull Helens _—_— allurements 
charmed harts, and whoſe charmes did ra= 
uith ſoules . And yet notwithſtanding.is 
there lett no more of herzthen the meere in- 
fetion, which was bred with her. ao. pt 

_ 1 do even Jaugh ar all your vanities, my 
Dames, & mockeat thoſe who admire the 
ſo. When az your, bewties do aſlaile me, I 


bre 

to x. corruption which is within, it makes 
me hate them moxe, then euer any man had 
loucd them heretofore, I take pleaſure ſom- 
tymeto behold your ſweetneſſes, your allu- 
rements, your nyceties : bur it is only tobe 
touched with compaſlton of your miſcries. 
For whatſoeuer is the fraile in the world, 
is notſofrayle as your natue is ; whatſoeuer 
is more variable beere- beneath, is not ſo 
changeable as your beingis. I dare hargdly 


while-i Jooke ypon you, you vaniſhfrom 
my ey8s, ſince you 'dye..cueryhower. 
Flatter not your ſelues,, my Dames , be- 


the ſame gature, with the ſhaddow which 
youſce therin, You arc indeed nothing. But 
if you force me to ſay, youare ſomthing, you 
area meere dynghilt couered with ſnow-,a 
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ethe verycruit of them, & approching 


eye you any long tyme, fortfeare, leaſt even 


fore your Glaſlez your body is cuen juſt of ' 
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ro8 The ſweet Thoughtes 
fiake of infeftion enuironed with flowers | £in 
a rich coffer full of wormes, and in a word, [6 
an abridgement of all the miſeryes of the £3 
world . 

You Courtierstake a pride, forſooth, for YU": 
hauing caryed away a thouſand Fauours tro NV 
the hands of Ladies, either through the torce Ii 
of your ſpirit, or thorugh the charms of your ſt 
{ubtilties. One bragges for having enthral. ſt 
leda Lady with the chaynes of her qyvne 
hayre. Another for inucagling a new Mi- 
ſrefle in his loue , through letters written 
with his owne had. There, one more perfeR 
the the reſt ſhalbe publiſhing his triumphes. Þ' 
Heere another more happy yer, ſhal auouch 
al his paſſios to haue beene crowned: There 
ſhal nor faile ſome one that wilbe ordinarily 
bufiyng bis ſpirit with theſe yaine thought 
that he was euen borne into the world, to 
tempt the pudicity of Ladyes, ſo louely heis, 
Butler vs pul the wings of this proud one, & 
make theſe bodyes of earth to walke ypon 
the earth , who rayſe their Spirits vpon 
Thrones of ſmoke, belicuing they do well. 

Thou, that vaunteſt thy ſelfe for enthral- 
ling thy miſtreſſe with her owne chaynez; 
what glory it 1s, whiles the hayre, which (off 
charily thou keepelt within a box of muske, 
are but the rootes of lice, which ſhall putrify 


| of Death. [Chap.r7. 107 
* Fin fight, and thou ſhalt ſent them anone, in 
deſpight ofal thy powders & perfumes. So 
as it thou wiltneeds hane me call thoſe wre- 
athes of excremers,{o full of infeftion, by the 
name of chaynes, they are euen the chaynes 
which the Deuill pur into thy hands, to 
help thee to draw that body, which thou 
halt 1dolatrized into Hel;bartakeſt notheed 
he while, that in drawing it thither, they 
raw thee; and haling it thither, they hale 
thee alſo. Behould atrimme peece of Glory 
0 be proud off. | 
Thou that haſt yet more ſecret tyes of 
Friendſhip, with a Lady, written with her 
hand, and with her bloud;ifthou thinkit ſo, 
h9u art rich indeed, if thy treaſure conſiſt in 
a pecce of paper , beſpotted ouer, & blurred 
ith blacke or red : yet to heare thee ſpeake 
ff chis fauour of hers, they would verily ſay, 
is, hou poſſefſedſt the Empire of the world. 
\n intolerable vanity the while, For admit 
hat all the fayreſt Ladies of the world had 
gned to thee with their guilty and cor- 
pt bloud, 'that they Joued thee perfetly 
ndeed; on which {ide wouldeſt thou find 
hy glory in theſe aſſurances? In fo promi« 
ing their Joue to thee, they but promiſe 
hee to get thee damned, fince a loue fo yn- 
awtull as that, leades {oulesin;o _— 
ol 
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x03 Theſiveet Thoughtes \1 
And doſt thou make any reckoning ofthe 
promiſes then, poore (oule? All theteſtimo, fi 
nyes of their pallions do witnes thy tolly as 
gaynit thy ſeliez and rakeſtrhou plealure'tg 
blind thy felfe , with their hood, notto eg 
che precipices that beſet thee round ? Thou 
imaginelt it ſtrayghtro be a great honour 
to be fauoured of Ladyes : repreſentto thy 
ſelte , what a glory it were , for thee, that x 
peece of Clay being quickened with lyfe, 
ſhould ſeemeto bes beloued of a Dunghill, 
Whiles thou becommeſt thus an Idolatour 
of a beautifull body , thou eyen adoreſt the 
wormes , the infection and corruption it 
\ſelte , wherewath it is ſtuffed . What a crime 
3s this ? | rhe 
And thou Companion of. yanity,- and 
folly at once , that{o yaunteſt thy ſelfe to 
haue diſpeopled- the: earth of -Myrrhes tg 
crownethy amourous triumphes withall', 
cell me what is become of this glory; and 
of this contentment , which -thou ſee-# 
meſt toexaltſo much 2? I graunt, thou haſt 
trampled on flowers 2 But where art' thou 
now ?If therein thou haſt found the-way 
of roſes, thou ſhalt enter anone into that of 
Thornes. For thisis the order and courſe of f 
thingsin the world ,. that Pleaſure begets 
Sorrow « Eyther thy delighs are. paſt; ot 
preſent? 
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of Death." ['Chap: 11. 109 
chekſſ preſenr--if paſt, chouart already in the Hell 
imo-fot their priuation-yit preſent, thou art Lyke- 
ly a wife ivanorhier Hell of their cryme, and of 
thc apprehenſion to looſe them. In fo much 
which way {ocuer thou admireſt thy tor 
rune , if n|bea body ; misforrune is the tha- 
jow.. What:glory doeſt thou thinke thou 
aſt gotren by the victory of thy guilty en- 
crpriſes'? Thowhaſt peopled Helt with an 
finite number of ſoules.-Arenot theſe ye= 
glorious aions trow you ? Thou haſt 
ent ehycunning to the cuill ſpirits, ro de- 
yue thy neyghbours, as if he were not 
ceaued inough with his 'owne deceypts ; 
nd -yetitill-thon brageſt thereof, thereby 
0 hicape eryme'ypon cryme. = 
'"H{ummon/you, Courtiers,ro appeare iti 

oughrand imagination, ypon the thorny 
zed , where you ſhall caſt forth to the winds 
his breath of life,/and to repreſent withal to - 
jour ſelf before hand once a day the horrour 
Camazement:/you ſhall rhenhaue of yout 
te; when you thalbe calling to mind, the 
t: thouſſkllons of theyanity and folly , which you 
e Way ve giuen toan” Infinite number of feeble 
that offÞÞirits, whoſecompanionsin lofſe you have 
iſe of Fer beene. Put off the tyme'tothis laſt ho- 
begetsÞ'<r , to: make your'accomprof the fauours 
z /,- orÞ/iich you haue eucr recejued from Ladyesl 
eſent' if 


” 4 
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110 The ſiveet Thoughtes 
it you wil know the true price of them. The 
euen then itis, when you ſhall teele very 
lively, the aflaults of your guilty Conſcitce; 
the cruſt of your pleaſures thaibe broken; & 
you ſhall playnely ſee , what lyes within, 
Your ſpirit vamasked- of the veyle of your 
paſſions , ſhall ſenſibly diſcetne the/trurhe 
xs paſſed offences, but there is no more 1 
Lurne to be had ynto life, ro do:pennance in, 
tor them. You mult go further the ſorrows; 
What ſorrow ſocuer I am able to expreſle;y 
no part of that which you ſhall-ſufter, All 
rorments Wwhatſocuer being ioyned togethe 
aur not gal-inough to comprehed the leaf 
part ot the bitternes of thar'criiell Adieu; 
which is then to-be made tothe world. Thi 
Itis [ ſay, that, you ſhall figh; but nor'of lone. 
Then it is, that you thall play the-extaſyed 
and dead perſon, not 'in preſence 'of you 
Miltreiie, but. before your crucified Judge 
Your tongue ſo eloquent before, ſhalbe the! 
{truck duazbe, in puniſhment of your togj. 
much ipeach . So as of force, thall you cou} 
Death in,your taſhion, andaccording to th. 
fad humous which ſhall then; poſleſſe you 
You mult of neceſſity be playing your-part 
inthis lait momet ypon the.theater of you 
bed. | would be loath formy part to rroub 
the Reader, with the faces which you bali 
oF ma 


; 


y Mk 
6% xg FS. = If y 
WIDE A&I «A 


of Death. -- [.Chap: TIo 11? 
make : i ſufficeth thac you umaginethe one 
part , and that you doubt not of, therelt 
Thinke the of death, you Courtiers, fince the 
Eternity both. of glory & payne, depends of 
2 moment. O ſweet , and dreadfull moment! 

. And you , my Dames, you belicuc you 
haue conquered an Empire itraight,as ſoone 
as you haue once ſubiccted any ſpirit to you 
power -: to Whatend do you {tudy ſo, euery 
day,{{ince you learneech moment but vani- 
ty,and new leſſons of nicenes, be it for atio 
or grace ſake ; but therein what thinke you 
to do ? Your purpoſe is to wound harts , & 
you yndoe ſoules; for when you make ama 
paſſionately in loue with you, you doeuen 
makehima Foole, You cannot be taking a= 
way. his hart, without depriving bim of rea» 
ſon. Andto what extrauagancies is he not 
ſubieQ.tche while , during the reigne of his 
paſſion, I would ſay, of his folly? You are al 
which he loves , and very often all which 


rather to pleaſe you ; then to ſaue himſelfe . 
If he looke vpon the Sun, he is but to make 
compariſon betweene the light of your eyes 
and thatof this bewtifull ſtarre, which 1 ſe- 
aue to you toimagine how farrefi6 truth. 
He ſeemes to toaynteyne very impudently, 
ia ſcorne of all created things , that you = 

% 


he adores.; what cry me ? 1 ſhould thinke is- 
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112 -; © Theſu 
the ofily wonderof the world; and 
abridgemet of al that natiite hath euicr made 
bewritull ; which yet-noman belienes bur 
he, 41d you; Tf he carty vp histhoaghres to 
Heauen, he compares yor?'to the Angels, $; 
with theſe words, That you bane'all the 
t1es of them, Tudge now without pafſi6, whe- 
ther theſetermes o [4olatrydo not fully, & 
 wholy paſſe ſemence, to conuincehim wirk 
a thouſand ſorts of crymes ; And et 'do:you 
take pleaſure to toe lf motepo- 
tent heh he is, for to cauſe othersto bedam- 
ned. 

 Returne then agayne ynto youtſelfe, 
and” conſider how you” ought ro render 
ati accoumpt one day. of all choſe oe: 
Whoſe Reaſon you hatie made to' Wan- 
der in the labyrinth of your charmes. For 
ſhe that on earth , ſhall have ſubieRed the 
moſt , thalbe the greateſt {laue in Hell. 
What ory take you to ioyne your char: 
mes With thoſe of the Diuecls, thereby to 
draw bach bodyesand fonles ynto them ?1 
attend you at this laſt moment of yourlyic 
where your detinitine ſentence is to beſpro- 
"nounced. Thinke you alwayes of this =_ 


Wheh you: ltonce Ls MG Ming 
Kings 


of De th * 


reat deale more ſhame, then honour init, 
fince all thoſe Kings were no more then 


your ſelnes, my Dames, you are to day no 
more-the ſame you were yeſterday . Tyme 
which deuours all thinges , defaceth ech 


nor ſhall it euer ceaſe to ruine your beauties, 
yntill ſuch tyme as you be wholy reduced 
to aſhes . Sopaſſeth away the glory of the world , 
all flyes into the Tombe. | 


That of all the Lawes, which Nature hath 
impoſed vpon vs,that ſame of Dying is 
the ſyeeteſs. 


CAP. XII; 


S22E% ROM thetymethat our firſt 

=> Lawes, which God had impo=- 

Jo Ge <ydled vpon him; Nature, as alte- 
—* ring her nature', would ac- 

knowledgehim no more for her child. A- 

none ſherayſeth a rumulr againſt him, with 

| all created things. The Heauen armes it o__ 
| H WI 


_—_ 


[Chap: 12: "213 
Kings of the earth; there would yet be/a 


meere corruption and infeaion. Thinke of 


moment the fayreſt lineaments of your face, 


C SSo\# Father had violated the ſacred. 
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£214 \ .- The ſoxet Thagghtey 
- with-thundersto punith his axrogancy, The 
Sunne hides himſclte ynder the veyle of his 
;Eclypſes, to depriue him of his: light. The 
Moone his fiiter , detending his quarrell, re- 
dolues with ber ſelfe to be often changing 
hercountenance , towards him , to Ggnity 
yato him the diſpleaſure the tooke thereat, 
The Starres being, otherwiſe innocent of na- 
ture, becamemalignant of a {udden,. to po- 
wre on his head their navghty influences, 
The Ayre keeping intelligence with the E- 
arth, exiales her yvapours, and hauing chan- 
ged them into poyſon, infects therewith the 
body of that miſerable wretch. The Birdes 
take part with them, they whet their beakes, 
& clawes to giue ſome aſlaultorother, The 


Euth prepares the mine ot its abyfles, for to 
ſwallow him vp, if the dread &horrour of 
its trembling, were not ſuffictent to take a- 
way his lite . The ſauage beaſts ſtand grin- 
ding their teeth to deuoure him. The Sea 
makes an heape of an infinitenumber of roc- 

| kes:9 engulte him in their waues. But this 
is nothing yet; Nature is ſo ſet on reuenge 
againſt him, as ſhe puts on his fellowes to 
deſtroy their pourtraite, I meanc tocombat 

with the ſhadow of their body , in cauſing 
them to quench the fire of theirrage , with 
their proper bloud. ln ſomuch as man batb 

no 
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no greater enemy then man himſelfe. Let ys 


- 


go torward , 

To continue theſe euils , do miſeries,en- 
rer into the world, accompanyed With their 
ſad diſaſtres, and followed with deſpayte, 
griefe, ſadnes, folly, rage, anda thouſand 
pallions beſides, which do cleane-ynto the 
ſenſes, for toſeize ypon ſoules. This poore 
Adam (ees himſelte to be beſieged on al fidess 
if he looke ypto Heauen , the flaſh of the 
lightenings there cuen dazles and -aſtoni- 
ſhes him quitez the dreadfull noyſe of thun- 
der makes him to with himſelfe to be deafc; 
he knowesnot what to reſolue ypon, ſince 
he hath now as many enemyes as he had 
The I vaſlals before. 4dam may well cry mercy 
orto I for his ſyn; what pardon ſoeuer he obtcyne 
ur of | thereof, yerwill nature neuer ſeeme to pat- 
don him forit. Whence it is, that in com- 
paſle alſo of theſe ages ofredemption it ſelf, 
wherein we breath the ayre of grace, we do 
hgh that ſame of miſeryes. So as it there be 
nothing more certayne, according to the 
expertence of our ſenſc, then that the Earth 
Is a Galley, wherein we are flaues; thar itis 
the priſon;"wherin we are enchained , and 
the place afſigned ys to ſuffer the paynes of 
ourcrymes in ; can there poſlibly betovnd 
1 bath] anyſoules ſo cuell to themſelues., and ſuch 
H 2 enge 


of Death. 'f Chap. 124 115 
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116 The ſweet Thoughtes 
enemyes to their owne repoſe, as not to be 
continually ſighing after their liberty , after 
the end of their puniſhments, and the be. 
ginning of an eternall lyfe full of pleaſures? 
What would become of ys, if ourlyte endu- 
red for euer, with its milſeryes ? if it ſhould 
nzuer haue an end with our euil}-? & that 
It had no bounds, or limits, no more then 
we? For then ſhould I be condemning the 
laughter of Demecritus , and allowing of the 
continual] teares of his companion , ſince 
the ſcaſon would bealwayes , to be al waies 
' weeping and neuer to laugh . Then would 
it be , that cryes and plaints would ſerue 
vs for paſtimes , and teares & ſighes, ſhould 
neuerabandon eyther our cyes, or harts. 
But weatre notſo brought to this extre- 
mity of ynhappines; The Heauens being 
touched with compatlton of oureuills, and 
of the greatnes of our miſeryes , in giuing 
vs a cradle for them 'to be borne in, haue at- 
foarded ysa Sepulcher alfo for ro bury them 
in, O þappy Tombe, that reduceth to. aſhes the 
ſubieRotf our flames! © bappy Tombe, where 
the wormes make an cnd to deuoure the 
reſt of our miſeryes ! ©, happy Tombe, where 


our ſoules do reconer their liberty, & where 

our bodyes dofynd the end, and terme: of 

of paynes ! 0 happy Tombe , where we pi x) 
uce 


poſe; andfromthis yale of reares , vnto the 


duced to corruption, to ariſe in glory! O 
bappy Tombe, where death eucn dyes with vs, 
and where lyfereuiues with our ſ{elues for 
an Eternity 1O bappy Tombe, where we ren- 
derto the earth, the earth of our body, to 
put our ſoulesin poſſeſſion of the inheritan= 
ce of heauen! O bappy Tombe, where we paſle 
from death, to lyte; from ſadnes, to1oy z 
trominfamy , to glory; from payne, to re- 


manſion of delights. 
From the tyme that the children of 1/r4et 
had taited in the deſart the ſweetnes of the 
heauenly Manna; the moſt delicious meates 
of the earth, were growneto be contemp- 
tible to them; their hartseuen chaging their 
nature, fell inceſſantly gaping after this ce- 
leſtiall food. So likewiſe may I ſay, that 
from the inſtant, wherein a holy Soule is 
once fed with the food of the grace which 
is foundin an innocent lyfe ;the world is an 
obieR of horrour and amazement ynto it; 
its thoughts & deſires creep not on theearth 
any more; if i; ſigh, it is but afterits laſt Gigh; 
it it complayne, tis0niy forthelong terme 
of its baniſhmet in this yale of miſeryes. The 
hope of dying ſerves it as a cofort in its tro- 
bles, and ſolace in its paynes; it lyues inthe 
priſon of its body , as ſlaues in the priſon «t 
H 3 their 
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718 The fiweet Thoughtes 
theircrimes, with a neceſlary conſtancy k 
alwayes attending on thelaſt houre therof, 
and this Jaſtmoment where begins the eter- 
nity ofglory. 

Me rhinkes the ſentence of death, which 
che divine juſtice pronounced: once to our 
firſt Parents, in that earthly Paradiſe, was 
much jn their fauour , agaynſt-the cuills, 
wherewith their lyfe was fraught. For if 
God had made the ſame to be immorrall 
with all miſchifes which ſucceeded their of» 
fence , of all created things had man beene 
found to be the miſerableſt of them , and 
moſt worthy of compaſſton ; but the ſame 
Goodnes, Which moued the Creatour to 
effe&t this goodly worke, did even mone 
him likewiſe to conſerne the fame. His ſen- 
tence was of death, but in the rigour of his 
Juſtice, he ler his metry to appeare at the 
fame tyme, fince from the payne of death 
we paſle to the wy of 2 permanent and 
mmmortall lyfe. In ſo much as this{weet co 
ſolation, is inſeparable from our tormets, 
for they ſhal one day finiſh.O ſweet End, lince 
thou breakit the chaynes of our captiuity ! 
O ſweet End, ſince thou makeſt ys to reuiue, 
neuer for to dy! O ſweet End, fince thou pntft 
an end toall our ſufferances! O ſivcet End, 
fincs we dye torcuiue for cucr ! | 


How 


of Dilath,  'F Chap, 13: ty 


of, | How Worldlings aye: deliciouſly without 
ters ener think ng thereof. Oe 


ich CH A P; X1TITIT, _ 
NE muſt needes conteſſe how the 
V (oules of the world, are {oO dee» 
D pely taken, with the ſleepe of 
their pleaſures, as they are ciien 
drowned in their blindnes,, 
ene F without feare of the precipices , that'en- 
and N compaſle them round. toy tranſports thetni 
me | oladnes ratiiſthes them, reſt'charmes them, 
10 | hopecomforts them, riches moderats their 
oue F feare, health fortyfies their courtge , QCall 
en- | the yanityes nurſe them, 'and bring them 
his | vp in the forgerfulnefſe of themſelues', 
the F fo,as they miay never beable'ts vic any vyi- 
ath F olence, forto breake the chaynes of their 
and Þ captiaity. A pirtifull thing , how they ne- 
co tercontider the while, that. this ioy wher- 
ets, | withthey are ſocarryed away, ene yanithes 
nce | quite lykea flaſh of lightening ; that this 


royes it ſelfe, withrits 6whe' yiolence, in 
arſe ' tanning nicefſantly varo its end ; That the 


nd, | repoſe which charmes them, c6cludes with 


2n etcrnall ynreft ; that the hope which co- 
10m H 4 forty 


ty. met wherewith they are rauithed, de- 
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-120 | The ſweet Thoughts 
forts them, quite changes itſelfe by litle & 
:Jlitleinto deſfpayre ; That theſe riches which 
do moderate their teare , during their lyfe, 
augments it at their death; that the health 
which ſtrengthens their courage, whiles the 
calme and tranquility of their tortune laſts, 
doth bread them a thouſand ſtormes throgh 
the ablence thereof , where they run dan- 
ger of ſhipwracke. And finally thatall thoſe 
vanityes, which ſerue them as 2 Nurſe, and 
Schoole milſtreſfle to trayne them vp in vi- 
ces, are as ſo many bad Pylots which make 
atraffike of their loſſe and ruine. 
When I image with my ſelfe, the blind- 
ne{le whereto the men of this world are 
brought, I cannot chuſe but be moued with 
compaſllion for them, Is it not a ſtrang thing 
and worthy of pitty , that they runne as falt 
as euer they can ynto Death , without ceaſe, 
Without intermiſhon , without fetching of 
their breath , and without euer taking any 
heed of the way they hold , as if they liued 
unſenfble in all their ſenſes? The Sunne, 
which riſeth euery morning, ſets cuery cue- 
ning , for tolet them ſee, how the light of 
theirlife, ſhould have at laſt, a laſt ſerting as 
well as it . The Age, which makes them 
hoary, and which keepes reckoning of their 
yeares, through the accopt of the wrinckles 
which 


cheth noughtels, butthe neceſſity of their 


departure. All their Actions termine not 


a whit, but to the ruine of the body, from 
whence they fetch their motion , {ince e- 
veryaction of it ſelfe ſtill rendesto its end. 
How can they .chuſe but thinke of geath, if 


all the ſubieRs which are found in Nature, 
do cuen cary the very lineamentsthereof in. 


the face? The Sunne dyesin running his ra- 
ce. The Moone dyes in her perpetuall In- 
conſtancy . The ayredyes with its corupti- 


on. The birds ſeeke death in flying . The - 


brute beaſts in running , and the fiſhes in 
ſwimming in the water. The ſeaſons dye, 
in ſpringing againe as well as the trees. The 
flowers dye , with the day that hath ſeene 
them blow forth. The earth dyes in the or- 
der of tyme, {ince her yeares are counted. 
The Scafinckes it ſelfe by litle and litle in» 
to its proper abyſles. The fyre conſumes it 
ſelfe in its heat; and Nature it ſelfe that ſer-. 
ues foraſecond cauſe, in the generation of 
all things, deſtroyes itſeltfe, by litle and litle 
with them, | 

I ſpeake nothing of men, ſince they haue 
nothing more proper then Death. What 
meanes, trow you ,t0 forget this ſweet ne- 
ceſlity of dying , _— law very happily 


1 dil - 


of Death Chap. 13. I27 | 
which it cauſeth to grow on their face, prea= 


51190 21 PP 2911 


x27 The ſweet Thonohtes 

diſpenſeth with none? yet tor all that, d6 
not doubt but there are many in the world , 
who would neuer be dying: but chis were a 
chil}di.h language of theirs , fo farre from 
xealon, and common ſenſe, as one had need 
to declare himſelte to be a ltarke foole, for ts 
excule himſelf of the errour, or rather of the 
cryme. We doallwaies contemne the good 
vnknowne;and as we naturally lyue in the 
apprehenſton ot Toofing that which we 
polſleile, we cleane to the preſent; fo true iris 
that all things doeſcape vs, and fy away fro 
Ys. Whatalife were it for vs tolyuceternal- 
lyin the miſerable condition, wherein we 
are borne? What a life would itbe, to be al- 
wayes breathing in frghes, in mourning, & 
in playnts? What a lite were it to dy nener; 
and to ſuffer without ceaſe , fince miſeryes 
and paynes arc the miſerable accidents of 
our bodies?ir wouldeuen be xlning death, 
or rathera dying lite,a thouſand'times more 
cruell and incollerable then} death it' felfe - 
Happy then, yea thrice happy is thatlaſt in- 
Rant, which makes ys gertorth of the Em- 


pire of tyme ! moltpleaſing is the moment, 
which leades vs into the Eternity! O' ſweet 
agony,ful of exraſy and rauithment!O glo- 
frous Toſeph, guide now my pen in rhis faire 
Ibyrinth ot death , where it is wande- 

ring, 


of Death.] Chap. 13 123 
ring, to touch at ſome thing of your laſt 
rauithments, when as you gaue yp yout 
ſoule on the lips of himſelte that created 
them. 

Lyfe hath nothing ſo delicious as 
your death; you dy in the armes of the mo= 
ther of lyte, and of lyfe it felte. And ſhall I 
ſay, thatisadeath? You amorouſly expire 
on the mouth of your Redeemer, thatis to 
ſay,on the gate of Paradiſe ; whatioy ! The 
pen fals out of my hand,as it it wereſenfible 
of theſe incomparable pleaſures, wherwith 
the end of your holy lyfe was crowned, 
but I hopetoreconer it agayne very ſhort- 
ly, for to ſpeake more worthily thereof, if 
theſe ſecret Vowes , Which I haue already 
offered you, may be gratefull to you. Let 
vs ſay,then confidently, that of all the aRi- 
ons of Iyfe, the laſt of death, is the welcom- 
eſt ofal, to ſuch as haue lyued well; and it is 


permitted to all the world to liue well. 


Goodly 
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Good!y Conſiderations upon this important 
werity ; T hat whatſoeuer we do, we 
dye cuery houre withour ceaſe, 


CHAP. XIII. 


m7 HE inhabitantsof Nylware (0 
| por accuſtomed to heare the dread- 
'ull noyſe of its waters al wayes 
roaring, as they haue no eares 


to feele the incomoaditytherof, 


\ 
GRE 
Let vs ſay the ſamein a diuers ſenſe , of men 
in the world, that they are ſo habituated to 


this ſweet feeling of dying, without ceaſe, 
as they perceiue not theſelues to dy awhit. 


They breath, in dying, the aire of the Death 
which they figh forth, without thinking e- 
uer of Death. Aſtrange thing to liue conti- 
nually in Death, and tody euery day in life 
without once dreaming of the necellity of 
theirend, whither they run alwaies ! They 
donothing els but dy, and they haue no care 
butto hue, For if they ſpeake, the ayre wher- 
of they forme their words, cauſeth the lights 
to dye, Which is the Clocke of life, the reſpi- 
rations the minutes ; theſe minutes are coil- 


ted, and one ſucceding to the other, the laſts 
ſtrikes 


- ——  —— ——— 


ſtrikes the houre of Death. It they cate, the 
"tant very food that nourithes them, doth putrity 
o we [11 heir bodyes,as in a'dunghill, in ſigne thar 
& they are full of corruption ; and this infectio 
6: by little and little ruines the infected vellel 
wherein it is encloſed. lf they ſieepe, they 
exteriourly carry the countenance of death, 
which they hide within. In fine there 1s no 
action, wherein they may be any waycs 
employed , which is nota Symbole of De- 


;are (0 
dread- 
Wayes ath.' 

» cares If the foolith errours of theſe men of the 
herof. world, concluded not in an irreparable do- 
Ef men [mage , they would afford as much pleaſure 
red ro as they moue pitty . For one pets into bis 
ceaſe, ÞCaroch , with purpoſe togoe to ſome faire 
whit . houſe of his in the Country, without con fi- 
Death ſdering the while, howthat very way of bis 
ing e- | Walke, 35 euen the fame of Death, whither 
conti- Tyme, which is the Coachman, leades him 
in life Yinſenſibly with all his company . So as if 
ity of hey go not to Lye, forthis dayes journey, at 
They fjtic lodging of the Tombe, jc is put of tor the 
10 care 
wher- 
lights 
 reſpi- 
e coll- 
ic laſts 


ſtrikes 


Ina Pinnace for to ſayle into the Indyes , & 
imſelfe is a Pinnace the while, embarked in 
he ſea of the world, from the moment of his 
Irth , ſayling without ceaſe, ar the pleaſure 
* the wind , wherewith age dothteplenith 
the 


of Death 3-1 {-Chap. T4. 123 


morrow after . Another embarkes himſelfe | 


a1Jaa 21 ?Þ 4917 
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x26 The ſweet Thoughts 
the ſayles, and that without once being able 
to land, but in the hauen of the Tombe. This 
Gallan theere ſhalbe going in polt, to ſee his 
Miſtreſſe, and he hath no other obietin all 
his courle , then toarriueas ſoone as he can, 
to the place where the lodgeth . Foole as he 
its, heconliders not the while, how that e. 
uery ſtep he puts forward on his way, heap- 
proacheth the nerer to the Tombe, whither 
he runs with full ſpeed, ypon the ſame Poſt 
horſes he takes to compaſle his amourous 
defires. Another there, wilbe going more ca- 
fily ina Litter, and with lefle incommodity 
for feare the heate or cold may ſeeme to pre» 
iudice his health z but let him go as eafily 
as he will , yet Death will not tayle to lead 
his mules in ſuch ſort, as he ſhall but paſle 0- 
nely by his howles of pleaſure, ſorto.gofor- 
wards in his way directly to the Tombe, 
what digreliion ſocuerhe ſeemes tomake,to 
pur it off. | 
Thiake on this truth , my D ames , du- 
ring the calme and tranquility of your for- 
tane ;the ſpring tyme of your lyfe , will not 
alwayes lalt: euen as the ſeaſons of the yeare 


{ſucceed eci other, ſo-thole of age purſueone 
another. Butas we ſee often how the-in- 
temperance of the ayre, cauſeth the wintct 


to artiug inthe midit of ſommer ; take _ 
the 


| of- Death. [ Chap. If, T27 
the intemperance of your humours, produce 
not ihe winter of death in the midit of the 
ſpring iy me of your Iyfe, In vayne do you 
{er foxth all your deceipriull markes of im- 
motality,the time ſcornes them, and | laugh 
atthem.. Forit ro day you beſomething, to « 
morrQWw ate youlyke to be nothing : So paſ- 
VB RPEINY of the world , all flyes into the 
T ome , 


The Tombe of the pleaſures of the Sight. 
CHAP. XV. 


\&2.ET all the fayreſt Objes, 
which are in Nature appeare in 
( 9% 2}. my preſence, to behold ech one 

by in its turne, the foundation of 
SF ther Sepuicher. Let the Hea- 
ven ſhew forth, open 10 view , its ſerene 
countenance ;zthe Sun his lively brightnes; 
the Moone her filuer day ; the Rtarres their 
twinckling ſparkes ;the Ayre its fayre na= 
kednes The birds their warblings, & their 
richeſt robes of plumages , enamelled with 
euery ſort of colours; The Trees the orna= 
ment of their bloflomes, and the decking of 
their fruits ; the Meadowes the tapeſtry of 
tiacir greenes;z and Mountaynes the moſly 


ſtufte, 
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728 The ſiweet Thonughtes 
Ruffe , wherewith they couertheir crumpt 
backes; the forrcſts their thicke branches , 
the ſauadge beaſts , the extrauagant beauty 
whichNature hath impreſſed in their brutiſh 
kind , through the diuerfity of the formes 
* which they repreſent ; the Earth , the inſide 
of its coffers, repleniſhed withall ſorts of ri- 
ches; the Riuers, the Chriſtall of their ſtre. 
ames ; the Fountaynes, the liquid glaſſes of 
their waters zthe Sea its huge waterith ma« 
tle; &the fithes, the infinite number of their 
figures, wholy different. Let the worldyet 
glue forth new wonders, and beauty exhi- 
bit to our View its fayrelt Iyuing pictures ; 
yet all thoſe obiedts, raken altogether, are 
no more then a little dult, encloſed in the 
cruſt of artificiouſnes , which Tyme quite 
ruines, by little and little. 

Thou man of the world , who ſeeſt but 
only by thine eyes, in cheriſhing thy life ſo 
with the pleaſures of the fight , admire yet 
once in thine 1dea, the obiects, whoſe beauty 
heeretofore thou haſt adored ; then repreſet 
to thy ſelfe according to the argument thou 
canſt draw from the nature of their being, 
what is become of them, or What are they 
like to be. If it be ſome proud pallace, wher- 
inthe order, theriches, the magnificence, & 
the induſtry of the workeman be in diſpute 

about 


the prize z-confider that Tyme deſtroyes; ar 
at all howets, andithat it ſhall neuer giue 0s 
ver, tillitſee the ruines of it. 

If the charmesof Art do'charmethe ſight, 
in admiration of the fayreſt colours; laid on 
a rich ſubieQ, think but a little of the fraylty 


hepakje toknow who ſhall carryaway 


colours that are , do ferch their birrh from 
that of lowers. And.can ive {ce arty thing 
morechangeable;-or of-ſo '{mall'a date'as 
they? So-as if the al lurements of the beautics 


defed thy ſelt forthwith through the know® 
ledge thou haſt oftheir miſery; fince in effec 
the fayreſt Lady in the world; is but amaſle 
of fle{b;; which corrupts euery.moment, yn- 
tllſuch tyme,as it be wholy formed to:cor+ 
ruption; and this corruption into. Wormes « 

As forall-other things whatſoeuer which 
thou mayeſt haueſeene, being no whit more 
noble then it, thou Mayſt weli be iudging 
of their defes bythe: conſequence-./In. ſo 
muct/as'whatloeuer:the 'Heaves , have glit- 
tering , the-Farth rare, Nature! gay, & Art 
moreadmitable:, ifthouſerueſt thy ſelfe of 
the touchitone of tby-iudgement, to know 
the matter; which, ſupports the image, thou 
ſhalt ſoone findall tobe no more then __ 

I an 
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of thoſe acaidenrts. Forallthe)beauritullett 


of Natute,”do rauiſh thy ſoule by thx. eyes 
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230 - The ſwyet Thoughtes 
andfo-mayeſtfcare leaſt-ic happen 'tofly in 
thine-eyes, to make thee blind; if thou log- 
keſt but roo neere yponiit.. 


The Tombe of the Pleaſures , of the Senſe of 
1 Hearing. +» {12175124 | 


CHAP: XVI 


15 9. OV Soules of the world $ who 
=# (uffer your liberty to be taken a» 
S$$22 way through your eares, with the 

LS deceiptful charmes of Syrens: You 
Ifay', who fighfor ioy, for delectation, and 
extaſy, amidit the pleaſures of a (weet hat- 
mony, eyther of yoyces or inſttuments led 
yonrguilry earesto hearethe reaſons, which 
feemes 'roconderane/your (errours. 1 doubt 
notaiwhir, but the purling ofa filuer brook, 
the ſ{weer-running murmur of a founrayne, 
the pretty warbling of: birds, and the amou» 
rous accents of a delicatevoyce,ioyned with 
the (weer allurements/of che melody of a 
\ Lute, are of force -inongh to. captiue your 
ſpirits vader the empire of a thouſad ſorts of 
delights. But yet returne 2 little from this 
wandering of yours ; Content your: ſelte, 
with the lofſe of liberty , and aue your rea» 


fon to repayrey our damage. FA 


m——_— —_— = 


Jagiers — Pt 
At ſuch ryme as you ſtand liſtening tor 


bummivg.vayle of ay ee _ 


mur of this fountayne, , mag 9" 

the while, That all paſeth away, > all f'des 4- 
long likg tothe pyaues..'T heir: lapguage prea- 
cheth nou git els. Thoſe birds cuen call for 


into  reagayn , O00 me elights ts 
intheir. buzth.. You let yourecazes be tickled 
with thecharmes of Eloquece; jmagine-you 
that fince it is true, that as-nejther Cicero, nor 
DemoSthenes/ wee exempt fromthe Tombe, 
or an, withal their fayre clocution, 
ſo hall oummerbeales 6 wade death 
with al-yc nt di Te , to-prolong 
: ow” but a LOO True 

aiſsan preach YOGne 
ou * Ho an alwayes 
ed the val, for t0-defire no+ 
viog bx wag m: Juſt. +. 
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her thi the ſoundot en chaunting like 
» And.if the.ha many of a yoice, 

Me I00o66 chiderawhilehow 

res BO mark Is, formed of he 

vepl tin the nt, it reſolues 
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& P EN your my oiwort 
lings;to ; Gifcouts'p yo 
truth'of your eryinics'\ o ans 
yourpleaſures to ehierith dain« 
eLY  tily your bodyes;,' as if you 
knewn ot their miſeryes « But why fayk, 
your pleaſures? Cani you take any contents 
ment , to ſtuffe your putrified body,"wirh 2 
new matter of corruption ? Wirdrfoedier you 
eat is a fymbole of Death, & fo ſhalk youdy 
| ineating. Youdonettiin "g but hea ung 
ypon dung, & add but infe&is'to in 
] gravnr thatyout life, paſſeth ever Rr diyer 
in continuall banq My But 1'would 
fayne haue you/ Wy me 7 nt ne 
is left you of alt this good hte 
courſe. ls this #contentment', tro 03s 
haue the Belly ſtuffed with 2 : hone or- 
dures, to put your ſpirit on the racke with 
the tinking fume of meates,not well con- 
coed, which ariſe vp in the brayne ?Is it 
well with you ts hauethe head drouſy, the 
pulſe diſtempered, the ſpitit benummed, & 
zealon altray? Bce- 
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. 'Behold heereapare ofthe delights which 
ſucceed yourdelights, and you haueno care 
but to pamper your |bodyes; asif youlyued 
but. oatly;tor them, not contidering 
meant while z how: the ſame very tood, 
which affoardsthem Lyte, etien brings them 
10 death-o Inebriatei your ſelfe with thels 
brutich pleaſures, and by 1he/example of the 
new:F pieures , haue.no paſſion butto con- 
ſcrue them ; yer of nece{lity , muſt the ima+ 
ginary pazadile of your:lyte; conclude in 
a true Hell on the'day of your death; Forall 
theſq;roſes thalbe: changed into:thornes in 
that la&moment.: Glar you - and crumme 
your badigs for to fatiate ihe wormes withs 
_ Drove is.yothing as I eeteons 
es Dei »COMPpantons; of: Your eullls'; 
DER bee Ring nidhed-it am 
eternity pf paynes- Eternity: Ie 
ED nt 
Warid.mayWE {RxeuYng immer yvanity's: 
a 0 em -t0.<attpiborb-amber: and. 
puke aboutthem, finre.they areall full of 


of infetion and, cortuption ,;whichmakes 


me belieyegthatihey fears, leaſt mencome 
toſentthe ſtench of thei anjſerics ,& loen- 
gage them, or.rather inforce; them -roſerue 


themſelyes.of this cunning, la effec, all 
theſe odours, and theſe; pertuncs ſmelt. ſa 
v ts nin J 3/ frong 
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n - [The ſivett Tholupbfbs \- 
x of earth,as wo cannotlout the (mike 
without runing imo danger of rhe fire.$6 
as-choſewho t yedtvic {pit to:;tieſs vayne 
wle4'cof pleafurecae lv loue with thaddvvs 
atd-deſpiſe the bodyes. They: ſmell very 
well, tharfemelinorll, -andſuch! as habjc 
tute their bodyes2o, Pexfudgs | cat 'neuet 
efidurethetinke'ofthe mortiary!T ortches, 
which ſhall extornpalſe thelt hos, at the 
_— » dearh, Ph 
peake to my my Lalyeg! who 
ſopaſkonatelyul: theſsfo6hh a; 
I remityouevet to theinſtantof Dtath | 
roxereyuethe.iadgethnent of $apure 5097 
Fall of ſhame ara reproath; Deale you ſo, 
a yout ſoulennay{actit well; taherithen 
the bodyzaince fit 
be: cited ro thepreſtnce of God, and the'os 
cher ſeruesas a preytor eyfor the worrhb4 It wete 
betteryour teeth fi6uld ſauonralahenr 


ptionnt for choſe areſubleAts/ corruption; 
and 


e hevte Thalllhuecternally,-eythet 
In payne or glory. *T teaus you To-thinks 
of heſe important yprityes, 1G 101799114 30 

- 'Forthe '6f Touching! beith/of ths 
felfe fame naratewickehereſt; And having 
no more ſolid feuntnic thenthey; we tity 
draw theconſequence of the fame atpwmnce 
with thenk-; and conelide zhove this inde 


oinary 
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of Diath; © [ Chap. 18. 135 
ginary pleaſure cannot ſeceme to cleaue bur 
ro W ſpirits , who loue only theearth, 
becauſe its obieR is ſo vile and baſe , as we 
had need to abaſe ourſelues., to obſerue its 
aymes» Let vs reſume theayres of our for- 
merdiſcourſes, and {ay that the pleaſures of 

the world; donot ſ{ubfiſtin the world; but 
through che name onely , which is gineit 
them. Forin effe@ they arc nothing but a 
dreame';' & the thadaw of a ſhadow, whoſe 
body we neuer poſſeſle,, Such as loue chem 
are not-capable of loue |, fince they fix their 
affeRions on the pouttrais. onely of imas» 
gination; andof the idess which the wind 
defaceth every moment, .True contentmet 
conſiſts uy thinking al wayes of death. And 
this is the ohely plealureof Lyfe, finceit ter» 
mines inthe delights ot Eternity, -;o1 


vprnvs,hth ſuffered al the paynes ther- 
of t l rr her. . $974 


CHAP. XVIII. 


CeANWAS wifi an vxceſle of loue n 
aALLFS> ory'of that great Kin 
S 5 YO who being touched with a _ 
= EP nerous defire , to baniſh'vice 
IX foteuer from his Kingdome, & 
BEL to 
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3:6 .' The-ſwtet Thoughtes 
ro bringin Vertue; there to reigne-iq peace; 
On Men omar Lawes, which 

_ heampoledon hisſubiects, theipayneof:pul- 
ling outthe eywpirrerabbfes rho 

Aiment'that ſhould violate'the moſt impore 

taatot the.; The ill 'lucke was; that bisonly 

Sonne, thould talÞthe firſtints that eryme, 

What ſhall he do? And'whar ſhalhe'zefolue 

Fpan ? For toquit himſelfe from theaflaults 

both of loue andpitry'; which nature--gaue 

him , every'moment he could nor do:; fince 
thehalfe of hisbloud ;rakes away tury:from 
the other halte. Whar likelihood: for one. to 
arme himſelte againſt himſelte;/to excite his 

arme to vengea ace;'to' deftroy- this' body * 

He hath no louebut forthe guilty, & how 

iball he haue paſſion to deſtroy him?He ſces 

not but by his'eyes'yand how -thall he. be 
ablero ſee him blind? In fine, he fits not on 
his Throne, but'tokeepehim'the place 3 & 
how ſhall he palhbly monne this:3hrone to 
prononce the ſenrence of his.-paniſhment* 

Ofnecellity yerrthgerrour myk bg punifhed 

if he wil not ſoyle theſplendour of his iuſti- 

ce, which'is the -xicheſt ordament. of his 

Crowne, and theonely verine ghAtjmdkes 

him. worthy of-his Empire.! 4, 20.29 7 

;Nature aflayles, him powerlfilly , Loue 
gives him a thouſand baneryes and _ 

07 | | Fatty 


medy ;bur necds muttihe' yield to Nate 4 
Loue,and,Pitty zburyer finds.he a way:te 
make/luſticetriumph in ſacastying the law. 
He pulsout one'of his fonnes eyes, tor one 
halte ofthe puniſhment; andcauſes another 
to be pluck: forth fromuhimſelte;tor to finzth 
the chatticement. Whatexceſle of Goodnes! 
Letvs'draw nowthemylticall Allegory 
:om this hiſtory, and ſay;Tharour Redee- 
merrepreſents this mit King; at ſuch ryme, 
a51n/the'terteftcial Paradiſe;he impoſed this 
law of obedience ynder paine ofdeathvpon 
man; beingthe Sonne of his hands, as the 
nobleſt worke of his Creation . T his man 
being thefirſt borne; becomes lykewyſe at 
that ſame very tymethefirſt guilty in-con= 
temning the commaundements of his Sonc= 
raygne: Heeats that fatall;Apple, or rather 
Opens with iis mu;derousteeth thatynluce 
ky box!ot Pandora; fitiffed with all manner 
of eui}ls;:iThe: punifimenreuen- followes 
Hhisgffentge (6 neere; avheinſtantly incurccs 
the payne th Burt whata prodigy. of 
Ly loue!! The ©reatorbeing rouched with! the 
oue | Mmileyyes-0f hiscreature,takes away the» 
aen | gourvfthe.law,;withourdeſtroyingitqure 
fy - I 5 Or 
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x38 "The ſcoxet Thonghres 
or iofriaging the ſame : 1 meane., that he 
ſeuers death trom death in cauſingtheguil- 
ty 10 ariſe agayne, from his aſhes; tortoliue 
eternally .” And-the: meanes, wherof he fer- 
ues himſcke, isto.dye with him, and in the 
Chalice of his paſſion to drinkeallthe bit- 
ternes of death,for to chage the natare thet- 
of . Inſuch ſort; as this wa qr con» 
du&ts vs now taeternall ly 

0 ſweet Death,a theft agn ymesmore pl 6+ 
fing the whatſocuer is moſt pleaſir pleaſing in pe 
wards 0 ſroret Death, a hundred, ras hun. 
dredtymes maredelicious, then allthe plex 
ade piniegd rogether ! 1.0 ſweet Death, where 
the body findsrepoſe, the (pirircontentmi, 
& the {oule ts while felici' 10 ſmeet Death, 
theonly hopeof the afflicted , the ſole con- 
folation of the wiſeit, and the laſt remedy for 
allrhecuils ofthe world ! 0 faveet Death, and 
arhouſand cymes:more admirable ; then hi: 
goodnes that impoled the law;fikte chror 
the-ſame very Goodnes , he would needs 
ſutfering tbe paintitiſecife, forro take: "away 
cho payrna Who: durittefule ro drinke, in his 
rurne; inthe Chalice where God hiinfelfc 
hath quenched his thirſt ? Leeys go ths 
bolily zo Death, for-to gocherrefillly th 
-+her;'is ro make Jour and yertue kead'ys int 
theloppicher, it we mcane to find therein? 
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of: Death. pomanny 18. 2:29 
ſecond: eradie where we may: be nth 
anew, nener to dye any more 
 Feannor. forger: that. 'poodly Cuſtome 
uh _ s, Shaw when as aSonne be= 
with fury, ſhould paſſe to: that 
feruelty , as codelamwns the life 
rom hot omen him the ſame ;' he 
incurted this fweet puniſhment witha}, to 
be ſhut Vp f6r three whole :dayes in priſon 
togeathier with the body,whoſe P arricidetie 
was:& IHhould thinke, that fuch'ashadim- 
poſedatiefaww ; had this betiete, rh4t rheTer- 
nible and dreadtnil obiet of the cryme; was 
2 torment of fotee inough for they guihyzto 
extortihelaſt teares from bis eyes, & the vt- 
moſt playn tes from his" ſolile . For in effect 
NatutehEftigbelyes it ſelfe;3t is al wayes it 
felfe, itnigy well-a affoatd {ome imermiſſion 
of loue & &fpitiy, buvyeratlaſt, .it ſnatches 
the bart from the boweli;dirough a Viotece 
worthy ofitielte ASC S 
- Let 12 Bo how the bark Ede of this Med- 
aall/ts- to'draw forth the miltery,oue ot this 
moral yerity; Werepreſent today, this gals 
ty ſopne-; ice we have pet! our "Redeamed 
to Dex,\v ho is the common Fatherot-ont 
Fhe puniſhithent, which thelaw of 
'd VYpon y3/\irto 
ree-of the Crefſe; 
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240 " ; The ſiwart Thonghtes 
whereon our crymes hauemade him'to-exs 
pie, for to repayretheir enormity, witball; 
Oſweer punichment! For ſpilling the bloud of 
him;-who.hath. filled -our veynes, theilaww 
exact; no more of vs: then.teares! Forhauing 
nayled him onthe Crofle; Jultice,enioynes 
vs no other payne, then.that 9þnaylingour 

eycs on the (ame pillar wherupgn:he.is rayr 

kd! Forhaving crowned him with thoxns; 
_ fhe.would haue;ysto |irample yoaderifoote, 

tae;coſes of our pleaſures! Ln fine, for putting 
him to; Dceath,he demaundes no moreat our 
hands, but ſighes. and teares for to.teſtify'out 
ſorrow for the ſame ! Who could zefuleto ate 
ford him this pitty,orloue, who for our loue 
hath had ſuch pitty:vpon vs ? His harthath 
beene mel: ro rearesof bloud, vpon.the Aul- 
tar of the Croſle z and ſhall we not drowne 
our {clucs, in che ſea of our teares , being (q 
prelt wich the Rarme of ourfighs.&plajntgj 
Shall we ſuffer the rockes to vpbrayed mm 
inſeafibility 2 The: Suanc. hath brepe-dark- 
nedat the.fight: of; or cryme, and;fhallnor 
Ve Wax alkes ſorrow, of committing the 
{ame ? The Moepe:had becne. bidjagcher 
ſelfefor lhame,and-ſhajl not aut countenace 
awhis be cougred- therewith? Theparth-haih 
guaked ,, and '{hall ngt. our beatts-ſeeme 10 
pi6mbls for teare? The! veyle ofihe'T UPAF 
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of 'Death, Chap: 19, 743: 


hath beenerentin tewayne,and ſhall our bo-: 


wels remayne entire? In fine; Nature hatls 
ſuffered; and ſhall we be exempt from ſuffe- 
ring,at the fight of our Redeemer nayled y- 
pon'the'Crofle ? 


of your humide {pringes;'powreyou forth 
boldly the laſt teare on this Croſſe, where: 
my" Saviout hath ſpilc the Jaſt drop of his 
bloud \Doyouimitare the /Sunne, 1n your 
littlecourſe;drowne yourſelues withinthe 
ſea of yourteares, if you would, like ro: him 
be ariſing againefrom your Weſt, and ſhine 
without him3n the Eaſt ofan eternal} light. 
And thou my hart, vnty thy ſelfe a little, fro 
all the feelings of the pleaſures of the world, 
fince'the only rofes of true contentment, are 
found amid{tthe thornes of the Croſſe. The 
whole felicity concludes in this point, of 
neuer hauing any other, then that ofcarying 
the croſſe.. This 45 rhe ladder of 1acob, which 


This is the brazen Serpent, that cures our 
ſoules from the poyſon of the yanities of the 
world. Without the Croſiethere is no plea» 
ſure, norrepoſein the world. He that caryes 
the croſſe with him, may well ſay, more co- 
fidently then Bias did, that he caryes all his 
riches#abant him. For therein alone are com» 
il | | prized 


Weepez weep you mineeyes,all the water | 


ſerties'vs to mount Vp'to Heaven with all. 
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242: The'ſidext Thoughtds 
aled all the trealures of the: world; therein 
confiſts the accompliſhmet of ourhappines. 
O deere Crofie, the an]y with of my: to 
deere Croſe, the ſweet obie&tiof:mane eyes! 0 
deere Croſie, in'whichalone Iputmyhope! 
Oteere Croſie, vypon which alone, do. Ictas 
bliſh the foundation of allmy:fclicuies 6 
deere Crafie, where my wiſhes'find their'end, 
& my enuy, its vemoſt limits! Qdeere Croſſe, 
deere Inſtrument af my victory, and rich 
Crowne of my tryumph ! I pretend-to- no» 
thing-els in the world, but the-Craſle; I abi» 
don alfor it. For as 1reuiuenot but through 
it only, ſo will 1 dy with it,and deljciouly | 
expire ypon its couch. And thisis the only 
meanes 10. be ynſenfible of Death; + | - 
-:- You Soules of the World , Iprefent-you 
with the Crolle, as with a new Arke of-Noe, 
to warrant you fro the deluge of the diuine 
Iuſtice, and that deadfull day of iudgment, 
Can you rcfuſe to kiſſe the wood, wherups 
youhaue nayled:your, Sauiour:? Behold 
wonder ! He bathexchanged your cruelty 
intoloue.For he hath affoarded-you thein- 
uention , to nayle hishands that he might I! 
Hauealwayes his armes ſo ſtretched forth ro 
3zmbraceyou withall .. The'like-may,J ſay, I 
that he cauſed his Feet to beſo nayled, toarf& 
oe Ms +4 | 
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of Dearh." ' 'Chap/19. 149 

rein || he readyjin his will, may v5. you ,O pro# 
nes. | digy of goodnes! O miraele:ot Lone t Lord 
ec 1.0Þ graunt I'beſeech thee, I become not yngra- 
tefull, for ſo many fauours done-me! Teach 
my hart aJanguage, wholy divine, tothake 
you diuinely for them; 'whiles 1 can offer 
you no more, for a Whole acknowledgemer 
ofal,then the only. griefe ot not hauing apy 
thing Wonhby of you., - | 


The pleaſure which is found in Lining wel, 
or to Dye contents _ 4 


"CHAP. ''XTX,. 


PCT is unpoſiibleto expreſſe, the 
Fr pleaſures of a holy Seule, its 
>$;contenunents. are not to; be ſo 
> d, its {Weetnefſe hathano- 


J 
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pill 
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nent. Fe T 
2rupe ther name, its extaſyes &.rauis 


ſhments. cahnet be-comprehended , butby 
the ſelfe fame hart which feeles them. Foy 
nottolye, it bath ioyes wholy of Heauers 
ittaſts the delights moſt deuine, and with 
rth to ike grace , it carries its terrefitiall Paradiſe 
L Gay, [with it.1f its thoughts ſeemeto touch ypom 
toary* th, it 3s but. oply for 1t5-contempr, tor 


d 
uelry 
he ny 
night 


ure is non they take their flightroheauene wards, 
he ; 
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as the onely obiect;, which-raey doayme 2 
atall rymesi Infioc,,as theyare immortall, 
they neuer:regard-(but the Ezernity! (The 
paynes it endures, | haue\no-irrernes with 
them; but only in name;themiſcries do even 
change their quality unics preſence;as if they 
awed its courage» -[fmisfortune-chancets 
light-ypon it withſome ſadaccident ot'6- 
ther, it recciues it as a preſent fromHeauen; 


rather the as any diſgrace of fortune. If death 
ſeeme to.ſnatcb'away from it., what moſt 
Toues, it payes naturethe tcares it-0wes it, 
and at the ſame very tyme, ſatisfyes reaſon 
through generons actions mathge conſtan-= 
cy. If 1t looſeall the goods whic 


b 


it had for 
ortion onearth, it complaynes not awhit, 
at of -irfclfe , while its offences 'ſecmeto 
deſerus a great chaſtizement,-: TROY. 
. . On the other:ſide, as ir placeth not its affe- 
&ion on the riches of the world', fortune 
can take away nothing from-it; but what 
it-is willing to looſe ; becauſe it hath-no- 
thing proper,but the hope of poſſeſſing one 
znay rne richelt treaſures, in a Land'which'is 
iwholy (cituated our of the Empie of Time, 
2andinconltancy thereof.- Leririthunderx, let 
the fea mount/vpto the Heanens\, vpon the 
backe of its waues ;/let the warresdiſpeople 
rtownes, and all the diſaſters of -the world 
; make 
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a remaynesit fiime ;.and ſtable as a rocks'ith 
the midſt of this Seat &itivfearea 

ic is Cnberaor. qCodkid wer 
feare!:niorenable ts eourapes. of 
the world! IT hasdaues iticoncen the 
broyles, wherroftbewordicfolallYhik 
luest moſt happily amidsthe fad: actidents 
hich landeuery houreonthe fhbte. ofthe 
world. Tinsenioy yes ir.aſvyteriepoſcumidp 
the ronkide/krkio continuall.cribulations of 
Mortals 1; loucs nothealds, butro ep Fx 
its lyfe-in the ſeruice of tiny ;»who 

ſtowed upon . [tt | aifilis tor the 
joy it hath: 7 chat-ic ne abvy fuch bey 
_ fince the Redeemet had newer belite 
ratherigg bur thornes: and vx aeya Aer s 
tor the goiefe of its proper” y 'xathet 
thenfor tho[sof its body zibei 

citous 10 conſerue cntcatnd with ombles 
miſh theimnageand ſemblance of- its Crew 


tout, ! fliow it[/had peed on 
he Gall Cue ma. of1 91} 17 (11 9155 
bn ding; it 5 capable, neyther of pleaſive 


fob yeroffadnes , burforthevnely interefts 
t ace ſalarionwhioſe thang hdr eater pres 
lent. widuioAndis hot this'aſweetlyfe? $6 
eople if Time likethohouriaCdbjeninGit 


yorld it Ute —_ it deduetth a 
make F'' Liſt, 
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T © The ſeett Thinghter- 
Jait , for to yield vpit ſelfe into the hands of 
him 'thatcreated it. In yainedothenill-ſecke 
to afflict its ſenſes, the light ofits conſtancy 
would be alwayes appearing through the 
Thadowes of irs ſad countenance. To what 


condition ſocuerhad-it beene rayſed vnto, 
It takes no care to quitithe greatneſles, be- 


cauſe ithad neuer tyed its affections there- 
unto. The Sunrmay well ariſc, and ſett a+ 
Gpmes peri beholds it alwayes with the 
feltc (ame eye. Its Eaſt and Weſt are cqual| 
£0. it, though they:be different, attending 
without anxiety; the Weſt of thetorch « 
A rt pur which it hath, 10 
e ut ſcltefordeath; is not very Lace 
Jalt bath lyuedin this worns. AY; Ne 
withſtanding as we cannot employ all'ou 
tyme19 ſo importanta buſines , ir'deliciot 
fly ſpends the remaynder of its lyfe therein: 
It (myles to behold all the world 120 we 
' about its bed, and being not able to ſpeaks 
any.moreto coplaine of their plaints;ir figi 
to heare them figh.. Forit ſuffers. not bu 
xwhatit ſees others to ſuffer. AN the griefe 1Y,. 
inthe body, and tf it ſeemea lice, torefledy; 
xponit,it is but agriefe of loue, with fighing 
in expeRation of its laſt ſigh, for ro bebe 
the onely obietotf its good; /' 11 1 | L 
L.zt the wyfe cry, the children gs : 
6 | ay 


hap. 19. 147 
hayre; andiheneereſt otics ky be catying 
on their viſage thefadnes, which they have 
io theirhart ; let the. beſt friends be partners 
of this'condolement, and every 'onein his 
aſhion'complayn of the diſaſter fo betalne 


£ 


re re 
ver, lyke a Cadle which is ready to go forth; 
it bath che yoyce otra dying Swan, Which 
15 able to charme a{lthe. dolours that cgui- 
rone it round. The Diuxlls are aſtoniſhed 
tobehold it fodeuoyd of aſtoniſhment;th 
force of at53nuifici courape doth fo-wea- 
(ch their power, as they aze<enſiazned io 
pretend-nothing;,to3riumph at.,.ln ſuch 
ort; as: with che armes of Verne ,Jit .caryes 
> Faway the; crowne yng theend of the race, 
 Feued' dying with-thedefirc# hath, ro.,dye, 
$atherthen of ſorrow, for not lyuing lop 
"2 inough; Thus throygh force of the Gakes of 
$/ouc,arfends forth a3 Jaſk;through a laſt puſh 
Jot loue; che laſt ſigh from the bowels, and 
th $0 fiyes away vpon its wings,.ynto the fel- 
oh low ſhip ofthe Angels into Heauen, where 
hay K 2 its 
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x48 The'ſwtet Thoughtes 
ics holy thoughres bad now along tymee-fl , 
Rabliſhed cheir, d welling;:  Q-\weet.dwel4.. 
ling! .O happy death/,-which :conduQts yl” 
zhither! .Q welcomedwelling;bndmokt de 
Latous, the;moiment vehich A PASEns 7 
termty therRots; J © 1890 2A G15 2891 25y 0 Fra 


© LOU 5 SH as. 6 201 za; {1 
The Piftare ot te Life and Death of a ow 
- "PAL Soufe.”” | 979 20: a Y . 


2; 9115 £392 TRI 415 
| ecwrh CH. 3p. xx" is f 


Sh 2 - _ 5 ” 
(a3 nk 14 28 f AS af. 


Do F All thentiferable condiiery | 
| :wheoanmian may beaeduced, ſl; 
that.ſame of ly wing. Mo 4; 


| | 4 NEO 2TheSla A. 
G: [eFe$ a16's preatdeale moredappy; 
ſiich'#&ne. Fortheis bondage chore. te 
rertne”, and that by loan ne'of? an erer- 
nalffetniradeil2ds impoſſible, a guilty man 
ſhbilld five content}; wrths midgirofald ct 
pit RIINIITE marks 
Ari ndrortute.tfhe be 2 
Fbeth the 'remettibrakce (of: offences 
minglitg” of ſonie"al6es 'in> his! deljeio! 
meares' If he &> his thirft-wirh''the 


Fiverte nectar in the world ; theſame verl 
thoughts 
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; of Death: [:Chap.2 o. f. 
ee torght wilbe diſtilling a droppe-of he 
incothis Cuppec Ihhe walk into-fome good- 
fly garder,the imaginatiG-ob his faultsbeing 
alwayes:preſent Wwath bim'; makes trim to 
feele the Thornes of the Roſes tie"admites 3 
it he go'a hunting ;'\the Torturer of his guil- 
ty confcience runs afterhim' , Let him'p6e 
where he wil throughthe world, his cry is 
is his ſhadow, whicktollowes-him thtough- 
out, Whatſoecuer he doth, heis euer ready'to 
*'| Echinke of what ſhal-becomeot him; &'vw hat 
'-+» Fforcune ſocucrhe polſletierth; itis never great 
/* Yinouglroput his ſpiririmrepole,! © 75 ft 
 Theleaſt accidenithar;happens to him 
brings him' to-Deathes doore; 'becauſc that 
finding bimſelfto be guitry, he lyues alWiais 
on the of paying! for'his tryime'! If it 
Yayne;: CR ftrai m—— Heauenis'are 
prepared to poWre a porn m7 
for rub. bim -wnh. Af-inq AM eh Ee 
perl wades-himfelt preſeniſyythat the [ighte- 


- 


ning hath no ocheraynme./;/ then 'to light” oft 
bis guilty head ; [f therweather be fayte, he 
ſees a ſommer withone 8a wintetwithinz 
for his bruteiſh paſſions produce 4evritinual 
ſiempeſtinhis fouls, iffortune preſent him 
with Scepters, he regards them,” but as one 
J2pprehending the ſhortly"to/be taken 2way 
"JJftom him,fince he deſerties them nor. Tn fine 
| K 2 he 
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750 - The.ſwaet Thoughts" © 
he. wanders in yaine,in the labyrinth of all 
Vanitys, and returnesto-himſeife agayne at 
all, rymes, to confelle of force, thatheis the 
molt wretched of the world; in themoſt of 
all his grearneſles'; + 1 1 
If hebe taken with a ficknes, behold him 
ontheracke; thereare not Pricſts inotgh to 
befound ,nor Religions to confeſſe him, & 
yet knowes he not what toſay ., Forthe nu- 
ber of his offences, are-without number, and 
his troubled memory, can but only reptelet 
to him, the leaſt part of them. :The diſeaſe 
ſcemes to prefle him hard in the.meane tyme 
& his paynes do puthim anew on theracke, 
Ot all whatſoeyeris reprenſentedyntohim, 
there is nothing, likes him ſo much , as:the 
Phiſitian doth, bur! he-is now in the -point 
to try hislaſt remedy.,after he-hath turned 
ouer all his old Bookes. The Do@outrs are 
aſlembled togeather about his bed; hutit is 
only, to bid himAdieu,in a langdage which 
he vaderſtands nor. Behold all the comfort 
they giue himzin-fomuchas toſee the Phi- 
{itiansſoafſembledabout him,andfetby his 
bed in chayres of Grauity,one would ſay, 
ticy were the Princes. of the Senate., that 
come to pronounce the (entence,of Death 
y pon this guilty wretch: He hearkensatten- 
tiuelytothem , without hearing them.'F n 
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the ſcare he hath of vaderſtandin 
e tcare he vn 


© 


$2: 
all which 


they ſay, makes him euen deafe to the-halte;: 


The Syncopes , ate the'Hangmen, which 
preſent themſelnes to. him/, for to execute 
this cruell ſentence of Death, Then the hope 
of his curing , begins to leaue him . Behold 
him yetonce againe in the ſtrongeſt-pan 
of his agony. He would confeſle:the evil he 
bath done, andthat which he endures doth 
kinder him from it. He would recount-the 
hiſt ory of his life , but the dolours of his pre# 
ſent Death, will not-petmit him to do it. His 
bart through its vehement fighes, his eyes 
through their forced teares,and his Soule by 
its neceflary fighes, do you his tongue, ech 

ole their crymes4z 


one in its faſhion, to di tl 
but the fame cannot ſpeake, 'the rigour;ofa 
thouſand puniſhmets makes it to be 'dumbe, 
© Ontheother fide, his ſpiritin the diſ- 
order wherein it finds itſelfe, can haue no 0+ 
ther thoughts then thoſe of ſorrow, for eter+ 
nally abandoning that, which it loves {o 
deerly. He knowes not: how to expreſle a 
laſt farewellto his plealures; Whatſoeyer ren 
preſents it ſelfe to his eyes are ſo-many ob- 
ies, that renew his payne. If he take heed 
ynto the beames of the Sun, with peere into 
his chamber window for to take their leaue 
of hiseyes; he tetmembers immediately aj 
K 4 tne 
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fret Thadginet |« 
LM eiſa ated iakedciwvg h help of 
jt yo baile thou« 
6pm eager :hati-heenea witnes 
ot thoſevrorpot hisfthe weather befouls 
hechinkes pon thartyme; whiolithe hath 
rn CID 
ans ofthis 
iſs Set rbinpe! before hand ;i\and 
bewaytothe lofſethey.cnduteof. hisSoule, 
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pany Cop thetombe, and cthat-ob the 
pets yn riudgement'. Heifecs: no» 
Foneliba jthar aſtonithesbim''not\ 
pd embiog thataffrights him mot. 
—_— aorking bub his miſeryes zhise6« 
is all of gayle, 8&& whereſoeuerhelaycs 
hand por himſclte ,he touches but the 
dunghill of his corruption, 
It this ſpiric freme ro rerurneto himag 
me ; by interouſhon of the traunce 'w 
heis , he quite forgers' the bope:oÞg Frame? ; 
eh ” _ — _ comm; woe 
Mtg ableto hi EO any 1epenta- 
ce7Fhe fight #1 his friends in rear 
that of hischildrenafflits him; and che pre» 
ſenceof his wyfe fetues himasamow: addi» 
tion tohis Cort hey: behofd $im-not 
bir weeping, & he is neuerRrooken with 
vehes noyle; il whh tharoftheeryes and 

 playnts 


153 
plaints.of his domeſtickes.. The Phifitian 
goes his wayes out of the-chamber , ito-giue 
place tothe Cofettour. Andtherone knows» 
ing not how-to curethe body , {theiqiber 
hath difficulty'to heale the ſoule;:by reaſon 
of the deſpayre' wherein he! is entangled. 
Indge now-10:/whareftate muſt he needsbe 
brought: His:ſpeach;/that fayles:him-by 
lie and litle. His-fightis dumme, with-his 
indgement , andal{hisother-ſenfes:receyue 


che firſtaſſaults of Death. They preſent him 
with-the Croſle;:bur in: vayne- ;'tor if his 
tho be: free he! thinkes burvo > that 


whict he beares of force: They.may ery log 
inough r1o/him 120 tecommend/ himſeife: vn 
to Godythedeafnes,he hath had-beforerro 
his holy igfpirations doth altoniſh him now 
alſoat thishoures' Fi + $94 vol! FLA: 
-  How' many' deaths endures hebefore 
his dearth #:How:many dototous {ighs'cafts 
he foreh intotheayre, before 'the breathing 
his laſt? Allche punichments of the world; 
cannotequatithat which he endures. For 
paſſing ourof one litle Hel of paines, he en- 
ters intod new: which ſhall not hauerend 
but witheretnity ?/What good then would 
be not-willingly: have! wrought 2:Bur his 
Wwiſhesareas ſo many new ſubicsofgriete 
in this impotency s whence he is neuer to 
0 K 5 ſee 
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I54 | Theſiweet Thoughtes 
ſee himſelfe deliuered. Into what: amaze: 
ment is he brought ? The Sunne denyeg 
him its light, ſoasif he behold his misforty» 
nes;/itis butonely by the light of the mor» 
- -tuary Torches, which giue him light, but 
co.condudt himto the tombe, O how. the 
Houre . of theſe. laſt. extreames , drawes 
forth in length! Ech moment of his lyfe 
{natches out the hart from his. boſome euc- 
ry moment, without putting him to death, 
On which fide ſocucr heturnes himſelfe, 
Hoth horrourand deſpaire beſet him round. 
He caryes Death in his ſaule, for that which 
heisto 1ncurre;z D:ath on his body, for. that 
which he now endures; Death in his ſenſes, 
- fince they dye by little, and little:in.ſomuch 
as all his life is but a liuing Death , that con- 
ſumes him {lowly to reduce him into athes: 
Being now brought.to theſe ſtreights, the 
wicked fpiritsimploy thelaſt endeauors;of 
their power for tocarry away the victory, 
after ſomany contflits had. What meanes of 
refiſtance where there 1s no pulſe,nomotis 
no'Voyce, notongue? His ſpiritisnow In ex 
tremes,/as well as his life; and his Agr NOng 
hardened, is now ready to ſend forth its lal 
ſigh in/its 1nſenfibility,as if it dyed indying- 
Hiseyesare now no moreeyes, for they ſee 
no more. His eares may no more —_— of}. 
2 OY of 


forthey heare not awhit ; Lad: all the lie 


ſenſes/, as parts', precede" the ruine of their 
whole! The: Soule only 'refiſts the crueit 
aſſaults of Death; in —_ enemyes 
in continuall/expeRation of their prey;zbur” 
the hower'preſſerth, it muſt ſarrender. Ocrucl 
neceſſty22tnitine , for to finiſh this bloudy 
Tragedy, theDeuils carry it toHellL 
for recompence of the ſeruices, whichirt had 
yealded to them. And this is the lamentable- 
end of ſynfull Soule.* - © "Py $1&1; 
You Sonles of the world; who liue not- 
but throghi the life of your pleaſures; behold 


the fearetull Death, where thelife termines. 

And ſince the heauens, theearth, the elemits . 
& wharſoeuer els in'nature moues & chan- nw - 
ges Without ceaſe, do youthinke to find any + 
conſtancy ,/and. ſtability-in.your delights? F 
Know'you not, that'with che very ſame. ke 
ation wherewith you runnealong, withall < 
your contentiments, you run ynto- your - 


Death? and thatduring the tymeir ſelfe, that 
Tyme affoards them vnto'you, he takeseuen' 
them away from you?Welooſe every houre- 
what we poſleſle, what care ſoeuer werake: 
in conſeruing the ſame, My Ladyes, Keep 
well your gallit beauties from the burning 
of the Sunne: If that of the Sunne, or of the 
fire, be not able to marre them, yet that of 


Age 


2:56 CL. The feet Thawghtes 
Agt and: Tymedothruinethem; gdotwiths 


Kantiing all the indiiſiry of Vanity; which 
youhauzro-eiaployabour themi'7Putiyour 
fayre Bodyes intoithe racke of atidiber body 
at; iron 440 conſerve the proppitianitherot; 
yee Tyme but-derides your 'iritventions.. For 
 ttaſlayks you: within; and yaudefendiyoun 
ſelges but withotitonly. You kabe daredihe 
Heauens inough; with an artogantieye;y out 
miſt needs be-litooping withrthe head now 
at laſt, for to looke on the earth, whence you 
are formed « Vquimalt needs bow thenecke 
co the yoke of your miſeryes ; and reſume as 
gaynethefirit forme of y our corruption. Ji 
going. to dauncing;,'to feaſts, and 1a: walke 
abroad, you goto Death. In vaynedo you 
command your Coachman then tacary you 
to ſucti aplace,y ſince Tyme ,'-as 1, have ſaid, 
condudts bim/alfo chatcaryesyou thither. In 
ſd muchas on whach fide ſoeuer:;; you turne 
your {clues you approach yuro the tombe: 
+: After you haue taſted all wht pleafares 6f 
the warld, whatſhalbe left your of all ; buti 
griefe ot the offences in the foule; the fad 16+ 
membrance of:theip priuationimthe memo+ 
py, this ſadotes/th'the hart;for hauing made 
ic co aigh ſo after your ruine? I doubt very 
wuch, leaſt death dv aftoniſh you {but if you 
acuer dothinke'vponit;it willaftoniſh you 

nA a great 


wes If t&lnie'and dy} be-bur one amtithe 
ſclte (amethingmake the[ihroughiob dearhy, 


while youtiue; Tofamiliarro your felfe;xhit 


you tieustithinke ofan y other. thing , ifince 
> 8 egy $6 oticothing botey. So avif:ts 


ak iednetgrhchinbes(js,do une 


viſapethelefſe hideous, by ould co 
you, to'bayi{hthis Thoughtonrofiy 
rib ſozas\Fou be 'in IL one 
tony Prin eras you at of 
OED the leaſt 
ics pro hepa age: into our 
oy fare as youſngn almoftawbe in 
loyng the-onlyfeateetudying.' I wan. 
nos Leak edGfaholefpires yi 
pprehendan euill ſonigch;whnck'theyea 
aoyeq whereas. the-6ai}-of 
which-cheybage, is ofrency mess grear deale 
more bitter!, then harratiithriorylear6:BUt 
thezonly meane tobe eufed/ ofthis fearcyiorte 
kucalwayesinthar oþGby: For the iiGgeR 
eprekenGon Gf Death-proceeds troin the 
sreatHumberof the: nees, which * one 
hart cummneed infbigdifegyo'!: >» 2ideq 
- . govt mans feates ratheritodive roo tony 
thentodjrogfoone, beexuſs& hopes” for 
therecompence of his trauayles';\ av che<pull 
of his courſe; whiles the wicked can attend 
- but 
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158 - The (wet Thoyghtesi \, 

but for thechaſtizemenr ot hy ſins; Soas for 
to'baniſh this feare from our ſoule ;' we had 
need to haue baniſhed the offences thence. 
The innocet hath no feare, bur foxabe judge 
ment of God, &:this: feare is; inſeparabletio 


his:loue;he rahymacehntogcgh lowe, 


ſo as this very |feark ptoduceth: comerment, 
and:baniſherh {adnes in yy ons canery 
leaue youthis truthco meditate «7s Uk 
dneRelaeagrartd eyhs T hornes; 
Lec vsſaymow4for Concluſion of. this 
worke, that: of will aubyd this man- 
ner of Death he.muſt alwayes be. thinking 
of:Nearh. There js nothing more ſweet,then 
theſe tho Re pommngm ore. welcome the 
this remembrance. Without thethoughts of 
Death; there isno>pleaſure in life: without 
the thoughts of Death, there is na.comfort 
inanoyes: withoutthethoughteg of Death, 
there is no remedy for our — J1n:fyne, ta 
finiſhall , deihed is alwayes. thinking of 
Deah; doth thinkecon rinually of the mea- 
nes of attaining eternal life.O tweetthogh- 
ees! I would-not haue my ſpirit; 0: be:ca= || 
pable of a thought;bur onely tothinke eve-' 
xy moment:ob death;, fince it 3s:the onely 
goad, the onely MES THIO A 3 oy ah 
Kepole of as O73 | | 
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A oodh =—_ erati _ oy important 
bz for lyfe ; and death. 


CHAP: 'XXT. 


S'H. Oo! LD thinke thers 
[2&5 were no/greater pleaſures in 
fore 'rheworld; then to:comemne: 
15% -® theallaronce; fince ineffe 

SS% the beſt-ſpirirs do neuer fin 
repoſe, but in the conrempt thereof. I know 
well ,/ there: are certayne chaſt Pleaſtres 
which we-cannor miſle;z but as the :foule 
hath its ſenſes affeted hyke vnto'the: —_ 
weareto hinder ourſpirit, from mixing its 
feelings , with thoſe of .Nature, cuer feeble 
and frayle,therby not ro taſt its delights 206 


celiciouſly. Our iudgement hath beene'gi= 
venwvscas a. Torch ,-ro guide our _— 
our ations, and wrrr. er uphtes, in 

of the world: wherein we are as'Slaves in 


the Galiey of our bodyes; and the'pleaſures 
we ſeeke therein are'the rockes, where we 
find our ſhipwracke: I know well atſo,that 
weareto be ſtrongly armed for to'defend 
our ſejnes, while out. proper fenfes do'ſo 
warreivypon vs. Butinthis manner bf come 
bat , the excefle of payne', ptoducerts-the 
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exccſlc of olory,let Vs breake the cruſt to ſeg 
thus. verity difcoueredoin 2 1h dQ. 

The greateſt Saynts, g-_ the w 


en 
haue beene forced to conteſle, e wie 
{and prooteg oft xperienge,'thay we cannot 
talt any manner of contentment, ; Sriehowt 
ts grace of God ,' Thom Cauagt v” i: 
vayae thou reſts chy-va»reſts,owt 
of ihyiroaſures. I'denytheeto be be 

DUtorit thou. naloneti,gangy ak con 

nes thee. If thouſerueſt-cby y 
mndgetment to be able; do-ic 3; pune 
ment ſoguerthou makelh, it but:tully 6bn- 
cludes agayn/t thy opinions. S0.as thauciſt 
D ateriate heknowledg ofthy vayne 
plc alurgs;:without:departing from that of 
ths:Galfeckn a word, | dont beadied 
606 be! « _—_ ngoehn {eral y. miſerable 
Lonaian;tricereafon;and t contentmet 
eriubſiſtin one ſibie& ThouAms 
ious man, iwould lend thee wirigs fot 
ad figalethe heayensof fortune; Kcuſeemes 
89:\ma4lready.; hath lee thee: "Feantid id herÞrej; 
$hrane;bur looke:wehatgreatnes ſoeuerthouſſha: 
Bifeſeſt;thoudarilt hotlay:foral thazthoufſthe 
Duns vel contensorleare the trurh-ſhouldBſtor 
bapp<torbely:thee; And knoweſtrhoui nov fllire 
TW yire3mgry ry me dv; alyray=ſkne 
þicakefellowſhip;the one wit rhebtber FFT h 
2N52x5 That 
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gether? and that deſires as-well as hopes:do 
make the {oule to be thirſty £ Repreſent ito 
thy ſelfe then, the. diſquietnes which thou 
findſt in thy greatnefles,lince thy Ambition 
cannotlimit-4ts ayme within-their frujtion. 
How the pleaſures of thy poſſe flios are mix 
with the {care of their ſhort durance ; &1tbat 
by vehemently-wiſhing more & moze;thou 
makſtthyſelte vnhappy+In ſuch ſort as thou 
maieſt not dare, tocal thy ſellc bappy, with» 
pu* || out flattering tby ſelte,. or rather without 
bn- E bluſbing for 1761 ::b *I 

caſt YouCourtiers, let meſee the piQures:of 
yne | your felicities, & bring to light w hratſeenies 
t of | moſt to afford itthe luſtreand {plendenr it 
han hath. I graunt that in the midſt of the ſpring 
abletymeot yourdife, loue and: fortune ,nvitha 
mafprodigallhand , baue beſtowed vpon you 
ms what they bad moſt rate, & beautitull with 
;fotthem $3 yet. would you. dareto maynteyne 
mes with al this,that youare content. during the 
a herYreigne of your Empire . Whereas if any one 
houſhaue the boldnes to perſwade weake ſpirits 
thouſthereunto;,.lethim truly recount vs the hi- 
ouldſiory-of his pleaſures . I know that be will 
not litreight. be: lbewing-vs ſome Roſes , but I 
aySKnow withall, that he wilbe hiding the 
bez.5JT hornes [yndertheir leaucs, as frayle as bis 
T hat | L con- 
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That Pleaſute and Feare canneticouple t0- 
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1762 : *The ſweet Thogghtes 
-contentments, though they were of thefls: 


-wers of a reſtles remembrance, gathered in 
aheſad memory of things paſt;fincedelights 
'are ot the ſame nature, alwayes dying, and 
ſubie&to receiue their tombe , fro the very 


 fameday they firit ſprong vp. As for the pre» 
fents'of Fortune;, it he giue them with one 
- 7hand, ſhe takes them away agayne with the 
rother, So as, het fauorites are ordinarily 
the'moſt 'vnhappy of all, becaufe that in 
-ſnarchingawaythe goods from the *gayne 
»which ſhe hath once beſtowed ypon them, 
ſhe drapgesthem otten along, forto bury the 
wndet theirruines. And will you call that a 
pleaſure?! 7 21 2 tt | | 
:. /My-Dames, you ha':2 but onefayre wed- 
ding, day in all your lyte , whoſe feaſt you 
do'ſ:cretly cclebrate-in your impariet defire 
and longing hope :but will you cofefle me 
che/rruth, thatit 1s6but a day of rayne & tem- 
peſt? For youcalt fortha thouſand:fighesro 
the winds, and powre out as many teares, 
being fo moued through the farewell you 
giue toyourfelues,, whites you gine your 
ſeluesto another, withourknowing, forthe 
moRt part, your owner : which:yet were 
nothing; if theclauſesof: your:comtra&tdid 
not ſfigne you out; the death borh of the one 
and the other, & the incertainty alſo, who 
: ſhalbe 
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ſhalbe the firlt . For you muſt -confeſſe, tha 
if you-loue, your ſelues perfely indeed, you 
dye euery houre , of the apprehenſion you 
haue ofan euill, which neyther the one nox 


the other can tell which way to auoyd . [ 
will not ſpeake awhit of the accidents and 
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parable to thiscodition I leaue the knows 
ledge- therof to thoſe, who haue had the ex+ 
perience. But I pray youto conteſle freely, 
if you becontent with the felicities that re+ 
mayne to you, or no? 

Thou Couetous man,returne then tothy 
ſelfe, afterthou haſt pulled off the hood of 
thy blindnes, for topubliſh, how the ſole 
treaſure of Grace can enrich the ſoule, with 
all ſorts of contentments; and that with out 
thisgood,are all goods falſe . Thou Ambi- 
tious man, the deuine Iuſtice now puts thee 
| on the racke, to make thee cofeſle this truth, 
$70 || thatinthe onely poſſeſſion of Grace , are 
es, | comprehended all the defirable greatnefles 
zou ff that are, ſince he that poſſeſſcth it , is the 
oreatneſt of the world. You Courtiers ,all 
the Fauours which you ſeeke for, are but 
wind and ſmoke. It is ryme now to ac+ 
knowledge your vanity, and to bida lait 
adieuyntothe world. The Kings & Prin- 


ces , whome you count ſo, axe euen as miſe- 
L 2 rable 
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miſeryes without number , which are inſe- 
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264 The ſweet Thoughtes 
rableas your ſelues,fince they can afford you 
but rranſitory goods. Alas! for a handful of *” 
earth., will you relinquiſh thepretenſion; if 
you haue to heauen ? If you will beſtow 
your tyme well, then coutt youan omnipo=» 
tent King, as our God is , whoſe Fauours 
haue no price , whole Graces are infinite, & 
whoſe Goodsate eternall, as his Glory is, 
wherewith he crownes our labours . 

Know younot, that his Almighty hand 
{tayes, and mooues agayne, when he plea- 
ſeth the wheele of fortune? How this blind 
Goddeſle receiues fro his prouidence, what- 
{ocuer the giues, and that ſhe ſoſcrues, bu as 
achannell ro conuay both diſaſters & pro- 
ſperities into the Earth ? So as if your hart 
do ſometymes fetch fighes of loue , after 
thoſe obies of duſt, do you then command 
your ſpirits not to ſtand ſo gazing on the be- 
aury ofa river, thatglides away inceſſantly 
like its waues. For whaxſocuer may beſcenc 
fairein Nature,is but a feeble ray, and a firlt 
Idea of the pureſt of this ſouteraigne and ado- 
rable Eflence, wherein conſiſts the accom- 
pliſhmet of al perfeftion,as the onely incx- 
Rauſtible ſpring , trom whence they iſſue, 
without ſpring or begining. Repreſent vntoſ. 
your ſelues, that whatſoeuer ſeemesſo Fayre} 
to day , ſhalbe changing the countenance to 

: | MOITOW. 


of Death. [ Chap. 2x. 165 
morrow. In ſo much as fot to tind a perma=- 
ment beauty, and of louely qualityes indeed 
that might al wayes abide in its purity, we 
had need to acquit our ſelues of the worlds 
circuit or bounds, & to carry our thoughtes 
into Etcrnity,as to an only manſion where 
all things are eternall. 

This is the leſſon of that great Prophet, 
when hecryed , Lord, when hall 1 beable to 
quench my thiril mn the ſpring of thy eternall plea- 
nd ſures? In vaine do you ſzeke tor toiitaine of 
delights , ro quench che thirit of your hart 
withal;for whar greedines ſoeuer you have 
todrinke, after you haue drunke, you ſhall 
find your ſelues more a thirſt then euer;and 
the reaſon is good, which is, that the water 
of this fountaine, retaynesthe nature of the 
"AY ſoyle that producetirthe ſame ; whence iris, 
that all the goods of the world are notable 
to ſatiate the Ambition of 6ne holy Soule, 
as being created to the poſſeſſion of infinite 


anone after another, and ſo after another 
and another, without ceaſe. Our ſpirit being 
quickened with a deutne obie&, points al- 
wales its Tookes, beyond what it poſſeſſeth, 
it permirsit ſelf {weetly to be drawn like the 
iron, by its deuine Adamant, for to yniteit 
ſelfe ynro It, as to its end, whither it tends 
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766 The ſweet Thoughtes: . 

without ceaſe or intermiſſion .. In effet 
what would become of vs, it our defires & 
hopes were buryed in the rombe? Such as 
know what it is to liue, hue not but of the 
hope of a{weeter life, & in this ſweet hope 
do find nothing thatis worthy of them, bur 
the contemptthey make of all things. O 
generous contempr of the world, wherein 
conſiſts our whole glory! 

You Courtiers, & leaue youto thinke y- 
pon it, yntill ſuch tyme as you be diſpoſed 
to put it in praiſe, tor to exerciſe witball 
your more hidden and ſecret vertues. My 
Dames , you will permit meto tell you the 
truth, The fayreſt day of your life, is that of 
Death. This is tbat nuptiall day of your 
Soule with its Creatour , a day of pleaſure, 
rather then of teares, ſince therein do you 
bid an eternall Adicu ynto the world , and 
toall its myſeries. A day of gladnes, rather 
then of ſighes, fince you giue your ſelues 
through loue to him, who of his goodnes 
hath afforded youal things. In the expeRa- 
tion of this happy day it is, that the fayreſt 
dayes ſhould be redious to you . Neuer calt 
your eyes ypon your glaſle, but tocountthe 
wrinckles, which age makes to grow by 
little and little on your brow , as ſo many 
preſaging markes of Death approaching, 
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of Death. [| Chap: 2r: 167 
Repreſent ynto. your ſelues ſometimes, 
how all the pleaſures which you haughad 
are pailed, that thoſe you now enioy do 
paſle, and that thoſe.-which you are lyke to 
talt,ſhall alſo paſle away & then imagine 
with yourſelues in what lamentable caſe 
ſhall you find your ſelues, atthe end of the 
courſe of your lyte, with all the: Thornes of 
your withered Roſes ? with how many -af= 
ſaulrs of griete, (hall you have your hart the 
battered? Withhow many alarmes the ſoule 
affrighted 2 and with. how many tortures 
thallthe one, & the other berackt? Pertorme 
betymes what good ſoeuer you would wil- 
lingly hauehad done atthis laſt houre, and! 
take you away their power, and liberry 
from wpbradipg you one day, for theeuill,' 
whole paines you ſhalcarryan that laſt day! 
ad | It ſeemes, as youlyucd not, but to repent! 
er | youat your death, forhauing lyued fo 411; 
es | not confidering the while , that flow re- 
es | pentances azeiordinarily changed: into del- 
a- ff PRyT6» 4 
eſt 1 bewayle you, niy Dames , as often as 
aſt | thinke of the infinite number of the yanities” 
he | which do buſy your ſpirit, How much time- 
by | you beſtow euery day in trimming yp that; 
ny | dunghill of your body., asif your guiity in-" 
I oultry, were abletogdrive away the miſe- 
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x68 » The:funet Thaughtes 
ryes fromthence? You do alt whatyou'can 
to make yourlſelte beloued: and knaw you 
not that nothing 43 more lonely them Ver- 
tus? Do-you then purchaſe them alktogea» 
ther, ſo to make you beloued of al che world 
and not onely fora day, butenen for cuer, 
The beauty wherot you make ſuch accompt 
is a fad yng quality that ſubfilts not, but 1n 
its. continualt change ; it flyes along with 
you into-the Tombe, bur it. paſſeth: more 
ſwiftly then you-: for it euen gets before you 
by the halte way. When you are arriued 
but to the midday of your lyfe, is it come to 
is full Welk. When you enter into. your Au- 
tumae, it arriges to: its Winter, where it 
finds its ruine: Alas! thatfora (mall nums 
ber of daies, you will ſtad-{o much to- pleaſe 
men, and be difpleaſing of Godfor a whole 
Eternity ? Odreadfull Ecernity ! how pro- 
found are thy Abyſles! 36 
- -., My Dames, as often as this guilty defire 
{ball poſlefle you .to offend God, in your 
fooliſh yaniryes, thinke alittle of the Eter- 
nity of-the payne, which is to -attend your 
crymes ..For onemoment of falſe,and-ima- 
ginary pleaſure. you put your ſehues in dati* 
cer of (ufferingeternally aninfiaire-number 
of true euilsindeed. Whatcxpedt you ofthe 
yaild? Itabouds but with miſeryes . rm 
VS  400OKC& 


Chap.2 1. 
looke you tor ot Fortune 5 She is 
but only .z4n-misfortunes;; AU Ri 


1 odigall , 
U iches are but 
- || of earth; all Greatnefles of ſmoke, and all 
» | Honours ot wind ;& as forthe louely qua- 
d If lityes, which areaffeted to the body , they 
, | cuendy with it, In ſo much as Vertue only, 
] rel] you agayne , is -exempt from Death. 
You neuer thinke but' of taking your plea» 
ſures, without conſidering the while, that 
in paſling away the tymeſo, you ſuffer to 
{de away in haſt , the {mall remayndet of 
lite that is left you. In louing lite as you do, 
you ſhould be ſtriuing:'ro prolog you; dayes 
and on the contrary youlſeeke digrefſions tro 
pallgrhem ouer , without taking any heed 
therto, as it you went to flowly ynto death, 
and that the way to the Tombe appeared 
tootardy and tedious to you: wherein truly 
you take pleaſure to deceiue your ſelues . 
Do not ſo flatter yourfelues, my Dames, 
you mulitneeds dy, thereis nothing in you 
that dyes noteueryhowre. Your tayre gol- 
den hayre,. which youdayly ſo pur vnto the 
tortureat the iron, doth even dy by little & 
little with your. For inchanging its appa=- 
rence |, #t becomes 'of the'colour of Death”. 
Thewrincklesof age'do foyle the poliſhed 
?lafle of your brow for to marre irs beauty 
and grace. Yout tayre Eyes, which 4 will 
J _ heere 
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270 The-fieet Thoughtes © 
heere terme two Sunnes, for to pleaſe you, 
dorrun like tothe Sunne, without ceaſe ynro i o 
their laſt Weſt, whicther Death conduas the MW 1 
through the helpot their proper light: The Il 4) 
Lyllies of your Cheekes, do wither cuery Il y, 
houre , and the Gulliflowers of yourlips do 
fade euery moment. [The [uory of your 
te=th corruprs with the breath of ryme, and 
of age . Theſnow of your Necke melts, and 
all che louely qualityes of your ſpirit, wax 
old in their continuall decay. 

I admit you to be more beautifull then 
Helens ; Helena is no more, (he iseuen/paſſed If al] 
away like a lower; and you areiuſt in the ÞÞ th 
fame way of herruine. Her charmes dig 1a- 
uith the whole world, & your baytsſubdue 
the beſt part of mortalls : but as all is dead 
with her,ſo all dyes with you. Thetyme of 
her Empyreis expired, that of your Raigne 
runnes alwayes away. She hath beene, ſhe 
hath lived, they haue- admired her with aſto=- 
niſhment ,they haue honoured her with ſa- 
crifices, but all the Temples of her glory are 
demoliſhcd, all the Aultars are ruined, all 
the Idolatours are reduced to athes, & ſcar- 
cely retnaynes there any memory of theſe 
things, ſince cuen the very age, which hath 
feenethem, is buryed with then in the a- 
by les of the paſled. 
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of Death. Chap. 2 1* r17L 

Tou muftdye, my Dames, and- all thoſe 
races, Wherewith you captiue Spirits, ſhall 
neuer obtayne any fautourot Death. Toumuſt 
dye, and all thoſe enticements, wherewith 
you raulth ſpirits, haue not allurements i- 
nough for to violate the lawes of nature . 
Tox mult dye, andall thoſe charmes, where 
with you captiue ſoules, hauenort the/po- 
wer tocharme death inits fury. Tou muſt dye 
and all thoſe pretty graces that make. you 
ſo admirable , cannot exempt you from the 
Tombe,, nor corruption. Tou mui dye, and 
all your perfe&tions together cannot hinder 
the houre of yourdeath fora moment only. 
Tou muſt dye , and to ſpeake more playnely 
to you , your golden hayre muſt needs pe- 
xiſh; your eyesſocleere & fayre muſt needs 
make a part of the dunghill of your body. 
The delicate skin of your face , muſt needs 
diſcouer its putrifyed bones , and all your 
beautyes togeather by changing the coune 
tenance , ſhalbe taking -the forme of duſt, 
fince-you are nothing but duſt ;:Nordo I 
teare yet.to lye, ſince in efftet you are no- 
thing. Toumuit dye, & all your rare Couliſes 
ſerne but oncly zo conſume you ; all your 
Phiſitians haue no medicine for to cure the 
malady of your morall condition. Tog mu? 


dye, and therefore ate you carqull of your 
Toy health 
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72 ; The ſweet Thonghtes 
health in yayne, fince age pardonsnot any; 

ea you dye liuing , and do you what poſli- 
ly you can do, the terme of yout lyfe is al- 
wayes {lyding. Toumuit dye, nor do all the 
moments of the"day'tel]. yotf of atly othet 
thing. The houres continually ftrike this 
verity in your eares, & the Sun neuner ſets, 
without telling you, in its faſhion, how it 
omny foreruns the time of the ſetting of yout 
lyte. 

n We muitdye,1 fay,atlaſt; for we dye with 
outceaſe ; and after ſo nifty fighes. of miſe- 
gyes, we mult caſt forth to the wind, the laſt 
of our miſhaps. ZYemaftdye , the ſentence is 
giuen , the execution is made , and the ſame 
continues euery day, before our eyes, whece 
they are {o accuſtomed to weep. We mult dye, 
but fince there is nothing more certayne , 
wo mult al wayes bein diipofition to dy at 
all houres, fince we dye euery moment . 
We mui dye, but weare tb retiueerernally in 
glory , fince we ate created, butforir only. 
We muſt dje, but we maſt be reborne agayne [* 
from-our corruption;for not to dye for cuer. i 
Eet vs dy boldly then, finceneeds we muſt, 
bur letvs dye in innocency, forto ſhun the 
death of death . Ye minftdye , but we mult 
xeagayne before that ſoucraygne Tndge , 
who 15to giue vsthe xecompence of our tra- 

uayles 


of Death. { Chap. 21. 172 
vayles, or els to impoſe the payne of our 
crimes Ypon Vs. We mud dye , but it isbutfor 
once , and of that onely :moment depends 
our whole vnhappines, or telicity. Ze muit 
dje but we muſt yield accompr of the lyfe 
paſt, toreccyue the guerdon,or paine which 
15 due thereto for cuer. #: mui dy,and to den 
lyuer vs happy from the daunger of this 
ſweet neceſſity , muſt we liue well.Tou muſt 
dje , you Soules 'of the world ;ech one ſcemes te 
--h | cary hisrombe with him . Laugh you al- 
wayes, {ſing continually, be-you euery day 
at your banquets, and take your ſports ina 
continuall chaſe of divers pleaſures, after alf 
which notwithſtading mult you needs dy, 
and in this cruell ſeparation of youfrs your 
ſclues, yourlaughingschage to teares, your 
ſongs. of-gladnes into lamentable cryes of 
ſorrowes,and all your banquets, & pleafu= 
res into bitter plaints, which torment your 
hart, and put your ſoule ypon theracke. 

There might be ſome manner of ſatisfa© 
tion perhaps,to heate the diſcourſes which 
men-of the world do hovid , if their blind= 
es the while do not afford mattter of come 
paſſion , Onetakes paynes to recount al the 
pleaſures he hath taken, during his life;ano= 

er keepes account of the good fortunes he 
lth had, athird aljures vs that he hath poſs 


ſeſled 


- * OS 
= *. 
= 


74 - "The ſweet Thoughts 
ſeiled heertofore a great number of treaſures; 
& a fourth endeauours to perſwadeasmany 
2s will belieue him , that he hath beenc on 
the topof the greateſt dignityes . What diſ- 
courſes of ſmokearetheſe? For he that harh 
taſted ſo many contentments, hath nothing 
left him, butrhe fad remembrance of the has» 
uing once had the poſſeſſion of them ; Ano- 
ther, who yet now'thinkes on the good for- 
maes which once he hath had , makes him- 
ſelte a new vaiappy, through the memory 
ef his paſſed feliciries, He that caſts his-eyes 
en:the aſhes of his riches; .inſenſibly conſu- 
mes himſelfe, in the ſelte: fame fire that con- 
{umed them. And another thatreares vp his 
head aloft, forto behold through his teares, 
the place from whencehe tell, euen looſerh 
the force for cuer to riſeagaine, notwithſta- 
ding that it begoodforhim, to ſlcepe otren, 
ſo to be a framing of theſe dreames. For cut 
as all thoſc pleaſures, and goods are ſlid, & 
vanithedaway, wich the things that ſeemed 
the moſt durable; ſo all the contentment, & 
all the goods which may any wayes appet- 
tains ynto Vs, ſhall fly-away ; andthe wort 
is, that we run afterthem, {or to igne,out 
our Tombe in their Sepulcher. 

Salomon hath had ſo many pleaſures;Creſw 
palleiled ſo much riches; Alexander recciue« 


ſq 


P oo bh » ; Y p & \ Y #*'V, #> J - — x g A. * 

i = La” « » ” - F, OI. 
Z L - , <4 & x£* , KF) k ig : W 8 
4 "4 Ws > " = 4" oj 4 » Lak a ., * , —  .; Þ- 
| 2 *F7I0S- N . | : x" 1 | Rr oe a : 3* T:.&5 

oY n ” Ji Sans Fn 4 Rs > % k. a” Y; FESYS - 


—_ 


of Death. [Chap.27, 175 
fo great honours , & Helenalo many prayſes 
for her incomparable beauty. But Salomos is 
no more but duſt, with all his riches; Alexax- 
der, but earth with all his honours; nor He- 
lena any more then corruption , with all her 
oIaCes. 

Truſt you not then to your pleaſures | 
you great Kings, for their Roſes ſhall wi- 
ther, and their Thornes endure for euer. Pur 
not your hopes in Riches, fince they are of 
earth as well as you. Deſpiſe you Honours 
ſince al glory is due to Vertue only. And 
you, my Dames , employ from hence-forth 
all your cares and labouss , ro'decke your 
Soules , rather then your bodyes,it you wil 
hue Angels enamoured, and men to be c- 
muloas, of you. For ſo euery one ſha] ſtriue 
ſor glory, to imitate you in this glorious 
enterprize. Thisisthe counſayle I gue you; 
and with it, will I finiſh my Booke. 
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Diſtributed into foure Parts . 
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\ The Triumph of Death. |, 
. J The Ioyesof Paradiſe , 
Towit « Thednternall Paynes. # 
{ The Houre of Death, 


VVritten in French , by Sicus 
de la Serre: & tranſla- 
ted into English. 
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\ HOW ſweet is it; to 
S) thinke continually or 
* eternall things ! Allflies, 
S away before our eyes, &© 
$ in/ the courſe of- their 
fight by linlz and little, 
zz £& lyfe pre ur away frotn 
he Sunag doth well-to tiſeeuery day 
anew .,z the momentsbf its Reigne are mea- 
ſured within the orderof Nature; It muſt 
of neceflity follow the decay of time, whers 
of itis hed yall; didutods be it hath prefided 
toallthe rnhappy accidents beere beneath, 
it lends the light of its torch atlaft to its 
proper ruine. Though the ſtars of the night 
M 2 


4 Thoyghtes of Eternity. 
appeare thicke in the Heauens, with the 
fame aſpe,alwayes glittering in wondes, 
yetcan they not choole but wax old ;cuery 
inſtant robbes chem of ſomewhat ot their 
durance, fince they ſhine within Tyme, for 
not to ſhine within Eternity . Though the 
| heauens, being quickned by the (oucraigne 
Intelligete of the Primum mobile, renew their 
paces euery yeare Within the round ſpaces 
of their Circles, their turnings yet are coun« 
ted; and though they returne agayne by 
the ſame way, they inceſſantly approach to 
the point that 1s to termine their Courfe. 

The Fire which enterraynes it ſelfe in its 
Globe, inſenſibly deuoutes it ſelfe ; for that 
Region of its dwelling is a part of the bo- 
dy which conſumes itſelfe;, The Ayre, that 
takes vp all, yet cannot fill yp the yoyd- 
neſſe ot the Fombe' which the laſt inſtant 
of tyme prepareth for it. Though the Phe- 
nix-King ot its ſubicRs find a ſecond Cra- 
dle within its firſt Sepulcher, yet at-Jaſt an- 
other ſelfe, thal] aryſeagaine from its Aſhes, 
though yet ynlike ,fince it ſhal not hauethe 
ſam2 power to communicate the ſame vyer- 
tueroche Species of its of ſpring .' So as It 
ſhall-dye at laſt through ſorrow-of its ſte- 
rility'. Though the Serpent ſhift the skinne 
neuerſo'much, yet doth its Prudence "y 
-ON - ten 
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Triunb of Death. BY 27 
tend no further, whules Age falsa laughing 
atits cunning, in deuouring Vp its being . 

The Trees that do euery yeare waxe | 
young agayne , continually grow old. The 
Spring , the Summer , and the Autumne, 
are of torce indeed to make them change the 
countenance, but-not their Nature 2 and 
the Brookes affcighted with this continual 
viciſſitude, go flying into the boſome of 
their Mother, belieuing they are ſhrowded 
but In yayne-}: forthe Ocean carryes their 
Wracke within theyalley ot its waues. The 
Sealons growing from the end of one ano» 
ther,as the day from the end of night, ſhalbe 
difioyned, and ſeuered by a new. Seaſon , 
which with it ſhall bury all the others. The 
tayreſt mayſter-peeces of Art, foraſmuch 
asthey are layed ypon the ground, pay co- 
tinuall homage to the ruine of Tyme, as he 
that preſides within his Empire : witneſle 
thoſe wonders of the world, which ſubſiſt 
no more then in the memory of men, for a 
ligne. onely of what the famous 4thens , the 
triumphant Carthage, the proud Troy haue 
beenc heeretofore,; theyare now buryed ſo 
dcepintheirraine,as one can hardlybelicus 
they haue euer beene. They go ſeeking the 
in hiſtoryes, but the memory of their raigne 
s (0 ould, as they are no other wiſe found , 
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K. Thoughtes of Eternity. 
thenin Fables only. Vas 

Letys ſpeake ot digers People rarher the 
of Townes. Thatgreat world of men which 
tae Earth hach borne athouſand tymes'on 
ics bolome,and the Sea Ypon its Waues, was 
drownedatlaſt in the riuer'6f Xerxes teares, 
for which he prepared'atombe an hundred 
yeares before , The Kings hane followed 
theirfubtefts in this common ſhipwrack, & 
all the Pourrrairs of Apelles, and the Statues of 
Lyſippus, & ot Phulzas have runnelike hazard 
with them by this inuiolableneceflity , that 
the thadow euer folloywes the body. Well 
might Hexander cauſe himſe}f ro be farnamed 
Immwortall, butyet purchaſt not Immortality. 
He tooke the paynesto ſeeke out anorhet 
world, and in che midft of his Triumphes 
had need ofno more, then ſeauen foore of 
garth to be buried in . 

Cyrus would fayne haveithelieued, that 
he was Inuacible, yer could Death know 
wel howto findthegdefe of his Atmes,like 
as that of 4chi{les. Nero would needs be ado: 
red; but he was ſacrificed in puniſhmeErofhis 
crime. Creſ4s the richeſt of allmef\ carried 
nothing into his Tobe , but this'only griefe 
of having had fo much Treaſure, &fo little 
Vertuc; his riches exempted him nor agg 
from the cuils wherof our liteisfull, a - 

eng 
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of Death”  ' PF, 
theend of his rerme he dyed as others, with 
he | the Pouerty incident thereunto..Ceſar, P 
ch | busand Pompey, who had ſo many markes 
| of Immortality , had the worſe'ſort of Deathy 
fincetheyal' three were ynhappily.coſtray< 
ned to render their |yues to the aflaujres of 
a moſt precipitous Death . Thewhich doth 
'ed I Yer vs fee yery ſenſibly ; how things that 
ſeeme to vs moſtdurable,do yanih as light- 
ning , after they haue giuen vs ſome admis 
ration of their being, a 
The wile men, as well asthe valiant 
(all flaues of one and theſelfe ſame fortune) 
hane payed theſame Tributeto nature. Pla- 
to, Socrares & Ardftoile may well cauſc a talke 
ofthem, but thatis all; for with their Tear» 
ning they haue yet beene ignorant of the 
Truth. "They /haue loued their memory & 
preatdeale more then themſelus, following 
a falſe opinion forto pleaſe that of others, 
wherewith they were yp inall their 
A&Rions. They ate paſled away norwith- 
ſtanding, and their divine Spirits have ne» 
uer. beene able to obtaine this diſpenſation 
of the Deſtinies ro comunicate their diui- 
nity to bodies which they have yuified: fo 
25 there is nothing left of them , but 2 little 
du, which the aire and 'wind haue thared 
detWeene them. 
Mz The 
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/. Theſeaten Sages ot Greece ate dexd with 
the reputation of their worldly wilſedome, 
Which is-a Folly betore God, They were 
mveere Idolatours of their wordly: Prudece, 
which is 2 Vertue of the phantaſy, more 
worthy of blame; , then, prayſe,,, when-it 
hath but Vanity tor-the obieR, As Many 
Philoſophers-as haue ſtudied- to ſeeke- the 
knowledge of naturall things , without lit- 
ting the eye aliulehigher, baue lec their life 
runne intoa blindnes of malice , and-haue 
letrtnothing behind them bur aſad remem.- 
brance of their- pernicious errours. 

Let vs ſpeake of thoſe mexuailous works 
wherin Nature. takes pleaſure to giue forth 
the more excellent efſayes of her power; 1 
would ſay , of thoſe beauties of the world, 
which rauith hearts before they have meanes 

to preſent them'to-them:; Asof a Helena, of a 
Cleop4t74, of a Lucretia, of a Penelope, and of a 
Port44. - All theſe beauties truely were ado- 
tablein the Eat, even as the Perſians Sunne; 
but -in the South the feruour of their Sacri- 
ficers beganto extinguiſh; andin the Welt 
they deſtroyed the very Aultars that were e- 
xeRed to their glory. Their Baytes, their 
-Charmes, & their Attractions following in 
their Nature the courſe of Roſes, haue laſted 
but aGay of the Spring, they haue vaniſhed 
| Wit 
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with the Subiec&t wherunto they were tyed, 


nordoth there remaine any more. of them, 
then a'mecre-aſtoniſhment of their ſhorte 
durance. Thus it 1s, thar the beſt chings run 
readily to'their end ; Time deuoures all, and 
his greedinesis ſo great, as it cannct be fatisfi= 
ed but with deuouringit elte. 

Who were able to number the men to 
whome the Sunne hath lent its light ſince 
the birth of the world ; and by that: meanes 
keepe accompt of the proud Cities, of the 
magnificent Pallaces , whereot Art hath gi- 
uen the Invention to men , to the ſhame of 
Nature: theimagination is too ſeely to reach 
vnto this But. And yet how great ſocuer the 
Name therof be, the ſhadowes of their bo- 
dies appeare no more to the light of our 
caies; the ſteps of their founcations, andthe 
memory oftheir being are buried within the 
Abyſſes of Tyme, and nothing but Verive 
can be ſaid to be exempr from Death. All 
things of the world hauing learned of Na- 
ture the language of change, neuer ſpeake in 
their faſhion, but of their continuall viciſli- 
tude, The Sunne running from his South to 
its Weſt, ſeemes to preach inits Jaguage no- 
thingels vnto vs , but this cruel] necc lity, 
which conſtraynes it to fly repoſe, and to 
comence without ceaſe,to warpe the ]ight» 
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70 Thowhiesof Eternity. = 
ſome webbe of dayes, and length of Ages,1 
admire the Ideas of thar Philoſopher, whiles 
he would manrayne thar all created things 
do find their beginmiag within the conica« 
uity of the Moone, without doubt the in- 
conſtancy of this Starre afforded him thoſk 
thoughtes, finceenery thing ſubſiſting heet 
beneath, is ſubieRtoa continuall Aow and 

<bbe. | 
The Heauens tell vs, in running round 
theircircles, how'they pull all withthem, 
The Starres1llumine not the night, bat t6 
the comming of the laſt, which is toextin- 
guich theirlight. The Elements, as w—_— 
reygne notbut within the tyme of therruce 
Which nature afforded them, fince the ruine 
of the Chaos; and their emnity therefore is 
yet ſo great, as they are not pleaſed but with 
deſtructis of all the workes they do, If they 
demaund the Rockes & Forefts what they 
are doing, they will an{were, they are a 
counting their yeares, {incerhey can do no- 
thing but grow old. The fayreſt Springes, 
and the youngeſt Brookes publiſh aloud 
with the language of their warbles, and of 
their {weet murmurgthat every thing 1n the 
world inſeparably purſues the paces of its 
Courſe; yea the Earth ir ſelfe which 1 im- 
Mouzable, as the Center where all wo_ 
SN 
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des , being not able to ltirre , to fly far from 
it ſelfe, lers itſelte to be denourcd by the O- 
ccan, the Ocean by Tyme, and Tyine by 
rheſoueraygne decrees which fromall Etct» 
nity hauelimired its durance. 

$8. Auguſtine endeauouring to ſeeke ont 
the ſoucraigne God within Natute, demafi- 
ded of the Sunne, 1fit were God; and this 
Starre let him (ee, that it borrowed is light 
from another Sun without Eclypſe, which 
ſhined within the Bower of Eternity . He 
made thelikedemaiid of the Moone, whoſe 
yilage , alwayes inconſtant , made anſwere 
for it, and aſſured this holy Perſonage, that ic 
had nothing dine, but ght, within it , 
which yet it held in homage of the Torch 
of day. He enquired of the Heauens the ſelfe 
{ame thing , but their motion incompatible 
with an eflence purely dinine , put himout 
of doubt. 

How many arethereſeencof theſe feeble 
ſpirirs who ſeeke the ſoueraygne God with- 
in Greatnefſes? but what likelyhood is there 
to find there ? Thrones and Empires ſub. 
ſiſt not, burtin the ſpaces which Fortune af- 
fords them, her bowhe ſeru:s them asafolt- 
dation. Alas! wharftability can we eſta- 
bliſh in their being?Crownes have nothing 
ooodly inthemburthe name onty;nor rich 

but 
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12 Thenghts of Eternity. 
butapparence: toritthey knew how muck IÞ ,, 
they weighed, and itthe number of cares & Il 1 
thornes Which. are mingled with the Ru-ÞÞ þe 
bies & Pearles wherwith they areenriched 
could beſeene, the molt vynhappy would be 
trampling them yndertoot to auoyd the en» 
counter of new misfortunes. Kings and 
Princes are well che greateſt of the Earth, 
butyer not the happlelt; for that theirGreats 
nes markes their ruyne in their Eminency , 
and the Lawes of the world perſuade vsto 
belicue, that great Misfortunes are tyed to ff or 
great Powers. ca 
Whence ir is that great Monarches do ne- Þ eu 
ver ſecme co reſent little dolours , nor ſuffer Bth 
any thing with feeble diſpleaſures. The leaſt I nc 
{torme with comes vpon them, is a kind of  w 
ſhipwracketo their reſentments ; all theic Yab 
wounds all mortall, they cannot fall butin- th 
to precipices ; and the croſſes of their For: Ede 
tune make them to keep company with Io fito 
on the dungul . Let them tread Cloth of B1h; 
Gould ynder their feet, as Tiberias did ; let Yo 
them ſatiate their hunger with pearles as did 
Marke - Antony , let them metamorphize the 
ſeelings of their Pallaces lyke to a ſtarry 
Heauen, as Belas King of Cyprus; and with ſi 
the helpot Art let them hold the ſeaſons at 
their becke for their contentments, as Sard4- 
napalus : 


1 
ch npalus: norwithſtandingneeds muſt thels 
 &  Magnificcnces , and thele Pleaſures vaniſh 
betore them in an inſtant,to letthem ſee the 
weakenes of their Nature, fince the incon- 
jtancy of Time is annexed toallthat which 
{ubfilts heere beneath. In ſuch ſort, as their 
Greatnelfes, and delights do inſenkibly glide 

way With lifez & though their reigne hath 
beene ful of lowers, the remembrance thet= 
of brings forth-bur thoines. 1-/ 

If Kings eſtabliſh the foundation of their 
oreatneſles vpontheir Crownes , ct them 
calt theireyes ypon their figures, round & 
euzr mouing; and thereby thall they know 
the inſtability thereof. And then beſigs, it is 
no great mattet-10 be able to commaund a 
world of people, it they make their lawes 
belt abſolute , through force of Reaſon, rather 
1n- then that of: Tyranny . There-is a gieat 
'or- Edeale more honour to metita Crowne then 
 Tob to poſſeſſeit, which made Thales Mileſinus ſay 
1 If Ethata vertuous man enuoyed all the riches 
» let ot the world; if yertue be the greateſt rrea- 
did Ffure ef it. So that if they truſt in their Scep= 
the ters to deſend-/themſelues from the ſtrokes 
of Fortune, they confider notthe while ſhe 
is able inough to ſnatch them out of their 
hands, and cruell inough to metamorphize 
tkemintoa ſheephooke,and to reduce them 


I4 Thoughtes of Erergity. 
to ſuch aſtate, as ſhall mone Pitty rather 


then Enuy. 

What vanity were it for one to haves 
Scepter in the hand, and a Crowne vpon the 
head, if with all theſe markes of Greatneſles 
he approchesto the 'T ombe, to bury yp the 
Gtory of ic? What pleaſure to.ſee the greateſt 
part of the world to be vnder him , if they 
hauealtogether the ſelf ſame way of Death? 
The great ones tun/as ſwift as the little, in 
this carriere , where Mifcries & Misfortunes 
accompany our ſteps. How is it pollible, 
thatman which is but duſt & athes, can find 
 affarance in Greatnefles? Ah! Wharſay you 
then, is-it not well knowne that duſt and a- 
ſhes are {o muctvthe more ſubieR to be car- 
ried away with the wind, as they areſetin a 
higher'place? The Mountainesare. al waics 
enuironed with precipices , and thunders 
neuer turne their faces, but to the higheſt 
tops . So as, they who apprehend a Fall, 
ſhould clip the winges of their Ambition, 
for not ro flytoo high. But if one would 
ſeeks tos Greatneſles, it were neceſſary to be 
iInvertue. The Magnificences of Darixs hts 
Army ſerued but as a funeral] pompe to his 
Death. The Preparations to his Triumph 
were the in{truments of his Ouerthrow. In 
ſo'much as the Layvyrels of his Hopes _ 

| ne 


Trizmpb of Death. @— 
ned him-not, but in the Tombe , in figue 
tchatin dying hebad vagquiſhedall the mi- 
ſhaps of bis life. $0 do we ſeq the Glory of 
the world to fly befoxe our eyes with ſuch 
{wiftnes, as We can hardly follow it, throgh 
the amazement wherein the bath Jeft ys. 

1 admire the laſt thoughts of Celadine, 
when.as he orxdayned, that after his Death 
they ſhould cauſe his birt 40 be ſhewed to 
the whole Army , and that he who carried 
it ſhondd ery aloud, Beboyld heere that which the 
peateh of the merld ſeems's 0 carr} from the world. 
This valiant Captaine knew theverity of 
his aiſeries by the vigil of his Shipwracke, 
ſeeing that of all his Treaſures be could car- 
1y away with him but the yalew of a Shirt, 
This is the hate of thegreateſt Kings. Na- 
e thinks good to afford them Sceprers in 
ie cradle, & the muſt rob the in the Sepul- 


wa > 


bs bw v 


—_— 


ww » 4 


F ter, And howbeit they are borne as little 
1, {ods on Earth, yet ſticke they nor rodye 
 {e other men;z os if they differ in the ma- 
14 r of lyning, they areall equallinthe ne- 
Je (ity of dying . 


S, Lewis would reſt ypan a bed of Afhes 
ore his Death, to let ys fee, that he was 
ut Aſhes; yet is t to be confidered that the 
licfe which he had; proceeded fromthe di- 
ae Five wherwith \hewas inflamed ;and 
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36 Thougbisof Eternity © 
reſenting In that manner the divine flames, 
by little and lirtle he wentconſuming of his 
life;be would become athes ypon alhes, bot 
throgh loue and humility . Dauzd did Charge 
himſelfe with a ſacke of Alhes, to diminiſh 
the Haſh of his Greatneſles, and the' trouble 
that poſſeſſed him. The knowledge of him- 
ſcIfe perſwaded him, -toferue himfelfe" with 
thiscaning, ſhewing forth without, what 
was Within, His Fleſh couered hiSathesfor 
to court his defects, and he would habe his 
Aſhes to couer” his fleſh, for te difcouer the 
miſeriesof his Naturg. 
When I c6nfider Row the greateſt of the 
Earth, are of Eatth, and that all their Riches, 
and all their Greatneſſes may not be had but 
in flying towards the Center of their ruin, 
where they finiſh withhem I cry out, a 
that Philoſopher did, how the worldis 2 
'Bodyof ſmoke, whichthe Ayre of "Tyme 
diſperſeth by littleand licle: for the eyesbe- 
hould,quite through theiz teares,'the conti 
 -nuall decay of the beſt obiefts, and they can 
hardly be knowne within their inconſtan- 
cy, 1o differcntare they from rthemſelues, 
It 15a pleaſure to teadthe Hiſtories of Ages 
pattzbecauſeallche wonders whichappeare 
yponthe Theatherof thicir Reigne;, are but 
dreames;.and yayne: 1dea's 'that/fubliſt no 
*{L3;23 : es ts but 
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but by the opinion of thoſe that will lend 
credit ynto them. It were in yayne to ſeeke 
Rome at this day within Reme, when ſcarce 
ca be found within'the Temple otmemo- 
ry, that of the ruine of its Aultars , Tyber on- 
ly which is alwayes a flying, hath"remay- 
ned-{table, and permanent . The golden 
Pallace'of Nero, the Stoues of Diacletranr, he 
Barhes of Antonings , the Sephizone of Se- 
nerus the Coloſius of 1nlins, and'the *Amiphi- 
theater of- Pompey; all theſe proud wonders 
hate norbeene able to tefiſttheencounters 
ot a firſt Age; and the ſecond hath'caufed the 
day oftheir ruineto ſpring with it. So as the 
Labourers, the works, & their proptietarics 
haue followed the lor of the decay, which 
was naturall to them. Ifthey enquire what 
are become of rhofe magnificentes of Cyrus, 
thoſe pops of Mark-A4ntony,thoſe proſperities 
of Alexander, & thoſe greatneſles of Darms 
I ſhatlanſwere with that Philoſopher , thar 
they haue paſted awaylike a waue withour 
leauingany figne of their being behind the: 
_ Philip, that great King dfWMacedon, paue in 
charge to one of his Pages toawake him e- 
nery morning, with the ſweet harmony of 
this diſcourſe, forſooth , To remember that he 
”4s man,& by conſequence lubied to death. 
Thiz Generous Prince was afraid to be da- 
N zeled 
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an" the flaſh of Fortune , and. to. fe 

ere ni 
which therfore made him toimpoſethis law 


ypon him(clte, of muſing cuery day on the 
Miſeries of his OO ARN feare leaſt for» 
getfulnes (bould conuince bim of this vani- 
ys, Which ordinarily is annexed ynio great 
proſperities. Heſet open his eares tothe {ond 
of this yerity,thathes and al his Greatneſles 
were.nothing els but duſt,and thatthe crue} 
neceſlity.ofdying was, continually accupi- 
ed in, building him his Totnbe ,.to, bury 
there with him both his Glory , & his For- 
tune. Remember , that you are Man, ſaid the 
Page to,hum , or to ſay bettey (leaſt yerthe 
name of Man may ſeeime to flatter you )that 
you are a little Corruptio ſhut yp whhina 


Skin 9h fleth, quickeped Wah 4 Ine breath 
ot lite ,, whoſe light may be extinguiſhed 


with the leaſt wind; you arcynotwithſtans 
ding all that, the greateſt of Men, but yer are 
not your Greatneſles.,exempt fromDeath, 
nor the Myſerics thatfprexunne its ariuall. 

Remember thatgpn are man, and-that your 
Scepter and your, Crowne ſhal notranſome 
you trom the Tombe. Remember that you ard © poy 
141, {ubiect to a great deale. more diſaſters, I trib! 
then the Heauen hath Starres, and the ſea I] alw 
Rockes. Remember that you are man, that v2 ia dj 

ay 


Triumph of Death,” - 19 
ay, the ſhucle-cocke of Fortune, & brought 
iato ſo deplorable an eſtate, as you canat- 
ford bur matter of Pitty, in, conſideration of 
your Miſeries . Remember thet you. are tugn » 


to ſerue as paſture one dayto the wormes , 
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* | andas marrerto the ayre and. wynd forta 
tf play withyourduſt, as with a {pbie pro» 
| if per to their{ports. Rewember that you are man, 
s I yet a {laue of this ſoucraigne, and abſolute 
} þ power, whoſe Scepter.2nd-Crowne you 
» | foldin homage, not knowing the limits of 
y © the tyme of your Reigne., Remember that you 
'- | 4reman; it may. befor an, inſtant, or.els for. 
& || an houre ,or yet for a day;the which ſhould 
e © make this remembrance alwaies preſent to, 
at you, how your condition 1s mortall & trans 
2 || titory . Ton are may, dying, without ceale, ang, 
bh JF running without intermiſſion towards ths, 
d || Tombe, withal things ofthe world. , _ 
Io This great King was. afiraid to wander 
re | within the Labyrinth ot his Greatnefles,6c 
1, © this feare of his was founded ypon la 
»' | ſon of humane weakenes , wherewith we 
ur JI are all borne... He ſaw bimſelfe zayfed vpon 
ne F the higheſt Throne of Fortune, with. ths. 
14 power ro, commaund a world of people as 
Ss, © triburaries, all of his Authority ? His Armes 
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20 _ Thoughts of Eternity. 
his good hap would change buth their ha- 
rred and therirenuyinto adrairation. So'as 
being accomplithed witty the ſweeteſt pro- 
fperities which'are found tir lite, he feared 
with reaſon the ſhifting of the wheele ; and 
wwltly apprehended the turning of the Me- 
dallzas be was mot cunning 1n the know- 
tedge of the maximes of the world , which 
had taught him by experience, how -Tem- 
ſts artend a'calme ypon the waters, & on 
the land griefes do ſucceed contentments. 
Hence 'it was,thathe tooke ſuch pleafurein 
the acmonitkmept of the Page, When as'c- 
very moriing he'fo made him;tb remem- 
bet chat he was Man, & that it was tymeto 
rile; to looke intothe accidents wherewith 
our life is fall. This great Prince is dead in 
muſing ypon Death, and he that aduerriſed 
him ſo; purſited full neere rhe paces of his 
courſe. The King, the'Sceprer, the'Crowne, 
rhe Riches, the Greatneſles, the kingdome 
andall his ſubjects rogether are yaitithed fro 
out eyes, arid are *flid into the Abyſles of 
Tyme , where thihgs that ſeemed moſt du- 
xableto vs,'areqlite buryed. 
Nabuchodonozorled the Princes of Teruſe- 
lem as priſoners into Babylon', bur the lay- 
Jour, thePriſoners, and the Priſon it felfe are 
wgulted within the nothing.” The Empe- 
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Triumph of Death. - -2r 
rour Maximiliencauſed hs Coffin tobe carrj- 
edb:tore him, taking much pleaſure to be- 
hould the houſe, where he. was to make {0 
long ſojourning . Away then with all theſe 
vayne Greatneiles of the world, tince' they 
; | ſopoltaway likea Torrent, fince.they melt 
like ſnow, and ſince they palle; likealight- 
; | ning. All thoſe, who now aretheir Idoſa- 
| tours, ſhal one day ſacrifice themlelues with 
| | griefe, for hauing runneſo/long tyme after 
thoſe vayne ſhadowes : for as. many as Joue 
| | them, lone not chemſc]ues., all thoſewho 
- || gapealterthemare enemies of their proper 
ſenſes, forcing by an extreme Tyrannytheir 
wil torun the way of precipices. T he ſtares 
thatſerue tomountyp by, haue the ſame yſe 
in deſcending ; ſoas from the, higheſizop of 
Thrones & Empires, there is ſeene no other 
way thenthat of the fall. By thoſe waiesof 4 
Greatnes they mount not vp to heauen 2 the 
glory of the Earth/thuts vp itscourſe. within | 
the earth; whence itcomesthat the Palmes 
& Lawrels, which Honordoth prodigaliy 
ſhareto men,doifade & wither,how greene 
locuer, inthe ſame ſoyle where they began 
7% || fo ſpring. ., | . | 
y- Well may they reckon vp the Crownes 
which Alexender purchaſed. with bis com- 
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- * Thoughts of Eteiiity . 
is dead with him. They ſpeake much of $5. 
-P%'s triumphs , but tharis all{for tymehath 
impoſed iiece tothe Oracles of al the Muſes 
that publiſhed his renown, Let them bri 
forth hardly it they can,vpon the Theater 
of the world the happyeſt Monarch of the 
Ages paſt If Hanmballappeare the firſt, they 
Mall ſeeme to repreſent him, bur as atrer ha- 
uing beene Conquerour cf a world of men, 
he Was yanquitbed by his owne vices, and 
conſeque:ly reduced toſuch a point of infa« 
'Mmy& misfortune at once, as they ralk rather 
of his defeaty rhen of his triumphs. It Pompey 
appeare afterhim, they ſhal cofider how his 
diſaſters defaced the luſtre of his firſt proſpe- 
rities. If Ceſay come in his rancke, they ſhall 
mraarke tiow the Thornes of his death did 
wither the Roſes of his Lyfe. The great Pyr- 
rhys cannot appeare but ouerwhelmed with 
the burden of his misfortunes, through the 
blow ofa ſtone, or rather by a heape of earth 
in ſigne thar his greatneſſes'; and his Tro- 
heys wereto be buried in the earth by are- 
Eation ofthe nature of this Element , with 
that of his Glory . Nero may: heere appearc 
with ſplendour during thoſe fiue [yeares of 
his raygne, bur ſo remebred, as that hating 
cauſed his Statues to be adored; he was tra- 
pled ynder foot in puniſhment of this va- 
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he found rockes 36d rempeſts in Kis Death 
by the poylon that Was gyuen him, Pelofides 
was happy in his > 27 in his Summer, & 
in his Antutne,, but the Winter of his old 
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from the tyme that he was on the ridge of 
Greatneſle, did Forttine make him to deſced 
ſo low ,; by the ſame degrees he mounted 
vp with,as his Misfortunes had no relation 
with his Proſperities. Thus paſſeth the glory 
of the world, leauing a great deale more a- 
ſtoniſhment behind , then euer itafforded 

admiration, 2-v<s CTY 
_ Tfagreat ArchiteA ſhould ſeeme to per- 
[wade vs to belieuc, that our dwelling houſe 
were. on the point of falling, andthat .we 
were in daunger to be buriedin its ruines ; 
I wouldimagine with my ſelfe, we ſhould 
lyue al waics in payne, to auoyd tliceffedas 
N 4 of 
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24 Thoughts of Eternity . 

of his preſages, ſceking with all ſollicitude 
the meanes toelchew thoſe perils. Soavifl 
turne the Meddal), it wil appeare, this totte= 
ring, and, ruinoushouſle to benothing els, 
then that of the world, & Wherot that great 
Archite&, who hath layd thefirſt foundati- 
ons, hath affoarded vs the truth of this aſſu- 
rance, that it ſhall fa]l to. ruine very ſoone . 
The Heauen, and the Earth sball paſie away. What Þf cli 
ſolidity then can weeſtabliſh heere beneath I gr 
in this ſoyle, as well of Pouerty asot Infa- | ter 
my, lince it ſhakes ynder our feet through its || of 
continuall vitiflitude ? The ruines thereof 
appeare without ceaſe before oureyes, & in 
the courſe of its deficiency , our life purſues || to! 
the ſame way . And neuertheles with what I te: 
bliadnes do we fall a ſleep, in the hip of 
our deliciouſnes, not coniidering how it 
floats ypon the {tormy ſea of the world, as 
abundant in ſhipwrackesas the land of Miſ- 
haps, We mult nener turne away our eyes || vp 
trom-the obi:& of [nconſtancy, ſince it is || C1 
naturall to all that which hath ſubſiſtence 
heere beneath.. The Monarchy began with 
the Aſyrizns ;Tt paſſed to the Perſiuds ; from 
the Perſians to the Macedonians ; from the 
Macedonians to the Romanes , and at this day 
the Empire is in Germany. Inſo much, as 
after that this ſo famous , and illuſtrious a I wt 
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Triumph of Death. 25 
Crowne, ſhall haue run through the fowre 
corners of the earth , it ſhall 1eſoJue into 
earth, following the courſe of thoſe that ſhal 
haue poſſeſſed thetitle , eyther by right of 
hazard, or by the right of Birth, Soas , if 
Heaut & Earth dopaſſe, whatſoencr ſhall beare 
the image of the creation, is coprized with- 
in this reuolution of Ages, where all con- 
cludes ina laſt end. There is nothing ſo 
great in the world, as the Hart which con- 
temnes all Greatneſſes. Tyme, as Mayitet 
of all which is in Nature, Icts torth Crow- 
nes and Sceptersto Kings ; to {forme for a 
day, to othersfor a moneth, io {ume'others 
for a yeare, and to othersfor more z/but af- 
ter the terme is expired , it giues No MOIC 
dayes z one ſucceds inthe place of another, 
vaderoneand theſelfe ſame Law of con- 
dition. Ler the infinite number of Kings 
heere preſent themſelues that haue raygned 
ypon Earth : and if cuery one hath had his 
Crowne , it maylikewiſe beſayd, that ech 
hath had his Tombe. 

Then ſecke not Greatneſſes, my Sovle, 
but in yertue, and in the glorious contempt 
of things of the Earth. Thou ſeeſt how Mag- 
nificences haue not charmes but for aday , 
their glirtering fadeth with their Jight , and 


' a | What foundation ſocuer they haue , they 
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26  Thowughtes of Ereyhiny; 
Carty in their being the Neceſlity of theit 
xine. To what'end ſhouldſt thou raiſe thy 
Ambition ypon Thrones, /if they be States 
of ynhappines, and inconſtancy ? Enuy not 
Kmgs,their Crownes, nor Scepters, fince it 
is the title ofa tranfitory glory, Felicity c6+ 
ſiſts not, for to rule with Empite, burrathet 
to find repole of life in the condition wher- 
in heis borne . And what more ſweet re 
poſecan one looke for, then that of deſiring 
nothing in the world ? This is a pleaſing 
aine to bealwayes in ynreft, to findthat ſo- 
ucraigne good which we ſeeke for; would 
fay that Eternity, where delightes are dura- 
ble in their exceſls. When chon ſhould be 
exalted aboue all the Greatnes of the Earth: 
what happines, and what contenmtement 
Would be lefr thee, fincethe Tyme of ther 
poſleflion glides without refpir, with the 
leaſures wherewith they are quickned: In 
ſuch ſort as if at the rifing of the ſunne thou 
receyueſt Sacrifices in homaye, atthe ſetting 
thou ſhalt find thy (ele ſtripe by Fortune, 
ot by Death. Fixenot thy thoughts then, 
but on the obieQs which hould touch with 
Tyme; nor ſeeke thou ener to runne aftet I 
things thatfly away. Thyimmortall nature 
canhot eye but Erernity ; figh then incef- 
faatly after its'Glory , if chou wikt one day 
hauc 
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have itin poſſeſſion, 
There be ſome 'who ſecke their repoſe, & 


all cheir pleaſure in Riches, as if Gould had 
this Vertue to eternize their contentments. 
Set not thy bart ypon things of the world, ſaith the 
Apoſtle. When the Poets would ſpeake of 
Riches, they pur before ys the Gould of the | 
riaers of Hebras,and Peftolus,to let ys ſee how 
they fly away from oureyes, as the waters. 
Pur caſe a man ſhould'poſleſle all the trea- 
ſures of the earth, yet ſhould he not ſeemeto 
be richer awhit for al[ that, fince he were 
bur the guardian, and not the ownet of 
thoſe treaſures. Riches conbilt not in poſs 
ſefſing mich, butrather in contenting ones 
ſclte with a little. Creſus could neuer {aristy 
his conetous defire auring his lite , which 
induced- his enemies to fill his Body with 
the gould wherewith he could not fill his 
Soule ; What Folly to ſeeke Eternity in Ri- 
ches, where is ordinarily found but Death. 
This very man heeremadeaccomper to ſtuffe 
his Coffers with Gould & Syluer, & knew 
at laſt, thar his Treaſures were ſo many fa- 
all Inſtfoments that ſerned for nothing but 
totake away his life ;'fo as being deceiued 
in his hopes, he became ſollicitous to con- 
ſerue yery charily the meanes of his loſle, 6: 
of his cuines He'therfore that goes to- _— 
or 
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3 Thoughts of Eternity. 

for the Riches of the Ealt,, puts himſelfe to 
the mercy of the waues; and in ſeeking; the 
repoſe of his life. approaches ſo neers to 
Death, as he is diſtant from it no morethan 
the thicknes, of. the. ſhipboard... What. fee« 
blenefle of humane. Spit , to put. in. ha- 
zard whatſocuer one holdes moit deere on 
Earth, for the purchaſe of a little Earth ! [ 
had rather. a great deale,be Iob on the dun« 
ghill , then Creſus on, the woodpile ; for 
the one floutedat Fortuncin his mileries, 
and. the other had recourle to Solon, to re- 
pent himſclfe for not having followed 
the way. of Pouerty., rather then that of 
Riches , fiace the latter led him to De- 
ath. 

Crates the Theban conſidering thathe flo- 
ted withour ceaſe within this vaſt ſea of the 
world, deſpiſed Riches, for feare to ſuffer 
Shipwracke with fo heauy a fraight . The 
Wheele may well run about, but can ne- 
uer get forth of the lymits of its Circle : ſo 
Iykewiſe man may well trauayle, & runne flthe 
ouerthe world to heape vp treaſures, buthe [mo 
ferches the turne only of the Circle of his nur 
lyfe the while ; of neceſlity moſtthe Ship Fin e 
be landing atthis Jaſt port of the Sepulcher, (que 
where he finds himſelfc.as poore, as when fhhis | 
be entred into the cradle. I kngyy nor, for; fſpay 

whom 


2 

whome the Rickman travayles, for Tet 
the iourncy of his trauayle be finitted, his 
to || dayesare-tunne out; and being on the point 
to reape the frujre of his paſſed-paines, death 
gathers thoſe cf the repoſe of his lyte. The 
Mercinary'foules who lend forth their con- 
ſcience to'Intereſt?/inſteed of their Money, 
ſc}}, asintold Coyne;the portion they pie- 
end in Heauen, 'for a little Earth. Blind 
as they'be;; they ſpinthe web of their capti= 
vity; &forge the Aimes Which arc'one day 
toreuengethe enormity of their crymes. A- 
buſed ſoules ! they confidernot how all the 
Gould of the world isyet now in the world 
howbeit the greateſt part therof bath beene 
poſlefſed by an infinite number of Mor- 
0- Frals, and ſo ſhall lJeaue them behind them as 
he others, how rich ſocuer they be now, with= 
ter [| out carrying ought els into the Tombe, bur 
he Neriefe for not hauing made ſo: good vie of 
ze- flithem, as they ſhould. 
ſo |} ' To what point © 


| f-miſery , was reduced 
ne fthe impious Richman ot the Ghoſpellin a 
he moment, after he had poſſeſſed an infinite 
his m_—_ of Treaſures'? He r_ war 
tip Nin eſtate of begging a-az@p of waterfor to 
oh quench his thirſt. ne end ſerued all 
en [bis pleaſures paſt, but to augment his preſent 
for {|paynes?-He employed his Riches 10 = 
ClAtG 
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20- Thowghtes of Eternity. 

chaſe Hell , andall bis goods to gayne the 
euill he endures. O humane Folly !. To-put 
ones ſelfe in hazard to looſe Eternity for en 
ioying of a fading Treaſure ! Good is not 
good, but as permanent; and yet looke they 
aftertranſfitory delights, that ſubſit-not bur 
in flying. Demaund they of Cyrus, what 
hath he done with all his Riches, & he will 
anſwere,he; hath left them jn-theſdyle that 
RO them forth, Xexxeshath enjoyedthe If P! 
2s. Well as he, and as he; ſo hath he borne.no 
part.thereot into his Sepulcher . They may 
 Ealiſe monuments:to be built ro their Me- 
mory., but Tyme that deuoures all ; hath 
wrought new Tombes, for their Tombes; 
in (och; fort , as if yet there he memory, of. || #Þ 
their death, itis but onely by reaſon of theic 
Lyfe... They-make a queſtion, which of che. 
two, was more rich, eytber Alexander or Dio- 
genes, the. one whoſe, Ambition could not 
be bounded with the whole [extent of the. 
Earth; and the other: whoſe deſire & hopes 
were thut- yp 1n the ſpace of his Tub . For 
me, 1 do hould with Diogenes, fiance he is the 
richeſt who is beſt'content , 
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E could never yet-imagine the pleaſure I 
which Cabguls tooke to wallow vpoGald; 
for 1 the lultre of that mettall,, contented 


his eyes, he might haue beheld himſc]te a 4 
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e || of» ſiggethe y ng adiſtance propor- 
£64 the force, or feeblencs of us 1oo- 
kes 3 but deceauedas he was, he conſidered 
nk  IKLE ITLEOLTY Sole HE 9 & 
red not a ut only incolour,fincett 
wexebotdof Earth: And jn effeqthe can 
not apthorize its pleaſure, but through, the 
Mares which? was there of the nature of the 
one, With that of the other. The Poets te» 
weak to vs how the Gouden fleece was 
ouarded by a Dragon ,lyke as the Goulden 
Aples of Heſperides; and the Morall which 
may be gathered from theſe Fables, is no- 
thing els butthe danger, and payne whick 
is inſeparable tom the conqueſt of Trea- 
' The Hiſtorians'obſerne, that in all the 
Caugnrries where this mettall abounds, the 
inhabitants axe ſo poore , as they have (carſe 
a rapge of linnen tocouer their nakednefſe 
withall, What may we imagine incontem- 
plation ofthis Verity, but that all the Gould 
ofthe Earth cannot tell how to enrich'a ma 
while the riches of the world are borne and 
dye in a pouerzty worthy of compaſſion Z 
Then feeke not, my Soule, othet Riches, 
Then thoſe of Eternity . Thou canſt not tell 
how.to buy heauen withall the gold of ths 
earth zand Without the enioyang of its feli- 
| Cities, 
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32  _Thoughtesof Ereih, + 
Cities,all goods are counterfait, & al Sweet2 
neſſes buc' full of Birternes. 1magine thee 
now.to lytiz vader the Reigne ofa goulden 
Ape, and that through anexceſſc of Fortune 
thou treadeſt vnder foot all the 'Pearles of 
rhe Ocean, arid all the goulden harveſt of 
che Indies. And not to looſe thy ſelfe in this 
imagination, conſider the eſtate of this felis 
City, & taltin conceyt, a part of the pleaſure 
Which thoa wert to poſleſle, ifeffe&s thould 
anſwere to thy thoughts, and then boldly 
confeſle with the Wiſeman, how all theſe 
tranſitory goodes are treaſures of Vanity, & 
char in the zuſt prerenſions thou haſt ro an 
Eternill gloty,, all chefe aromes of Greatnes 
can ({etus thee no more, bui for. obie otthy 
contempt. © 490 | 
© Sappole thou wert the abſolute Miſtreſſe 
of the world, what good couldſt thou hope 
forin the fruition thetof, if all be replete 
with euils ? Crimes haue Temples there, & 
Vices hauz Aultars . All the 1dolls are of 
goulden CalJues, and ſuch as make profefli 
to follow Vertue , are within the order « 
a malady of a contagious Spirit, 'according 
to the common'opinion. So. as, through 
Law of Tyme, the moſt laudable Actions 
are {ublect ro reproaches. Leaue then all che 
goods of the Earth to the Earth, fince thot 
b : 5 
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Earth; and it thoubegſt capable of Lone , be 
it butfor Heauen, ſince it is the manſion of 
Eternity. 

There are others who ſeeke theircontent- 


ſhelters of proofe,, againſt diſaſters and mif- 
fortunes . Charles the VIII. rooke pleaſure 
to build yery proud Fabrikes,'as belieuing it 
may be,'to cloſe hiseyes in dying ,through 
the Splendour of their wonders; bur his lot, 
an Enemy of his hopes, ſnatched away his 
laſtbteath; being ſound of health, ypon a 


tions firaw bed; and iti place encompaſſed round 
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thodjucd of his purpole , for being on the point 
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mentiri magnificent Pallaces as if they were- 
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24 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
| whenithe WW his Crymes had paſ- 
ſed ſentence of his Death on behalfe of the 
Gods, he ſhuts him(elfe in the faireſt hall of 
his Pallace, and prepares for his Enemiesall 
the Richeſt inſtruments of Death he could 
reconer , as thinking to ſweeten- the bitter» 
nes thereof with ſo goodly armes:buthis fo- 
reſight was vnprofitable , for the Gods per- 
mitted, that as he hadtaſted the ſweeteſt ple- 
aſures of life , he ſhould feele in Death the 
cruclit dolours. Hermenides had, to much pur- 
ole ſurely, cauſed very ltately Pallaces to F |; 
erected in the dominion of his Empire, F ,, 
fince he wastody in his Charriot, asinafſ j; 
rouling Houſe that ſhould conduct him to 
his Tombe. That famous Temple of Salo- 
mon was twice ruined by the 4fyrians, then 
reedified by the Tewes, and againe was rui- 
ned by the Romanes. Andatter that Trazas 
had cauſed that Magnificient Bridge to be 
built ypo Daunubins, the waues neuer left roa- 
ring vatill ſuch tyme as they had buried inf pn, 
their boſome the laſt marke of its being. 
Theſe Piramids of Egypt which with thei! 
ſharp points ſeemed to outface the Heauens 
hauz bcene quite overthrowne by tyme,f ; 
within ſuch an Abyſle of ruine , as they put 
york now in the rancke of dreames, and tay 
65. 


Triumph of Death.” 2 
Beſides, it ſeemes in all theſe magnificec 
Fabrihes how Art & Nature contribute but 
a backewardnes. The Stonesand Tymber 
are made ta bedragged byforce, and it they 


they. ſhall marke how the waggons that 
beare them, and the Engines which fulteine 
them; ſeeme to grone ynder the burthen, as 
it they complaynedof their Folly.l eſteeme 
a farre greater pleaſure to dy vnder the roofe 
of a Cottage, then vader thefrer- worke ſeen 
ling of a Pallace; becauſein that they cannot 
be touched witlrgriefe to abands the dwel- 
ling, anc4nthis place,the Riches they ad- 
mire therein, ſeeme to make ys very fenfible 
of the priuation . To whatend ſeruedthe 
great Buildings which the Oucene Semira- 
mis cauſed to beereRed on the tace of the:E+ 
arth , but for matter of ſhame and confulion 
in their Ruine? The Queene of Saba had's 
whole :towne for her Houite, and afier her 
Death, both ſhe; and all: her Greatneſles 
were encloſed within alittle ſpace'of a Cu- 
bits breadth. Whar folly ro goaboutto build 
ypon a Territory, where once lodges not but 
in paſling as a Pilgrime? From the ryme we 
are borue, if we. were but capable of Action 
we;thould be occupied in making our Se- 
puicher,fiace Tyme ſcemes ro lead ys theie- 

ix, Q 2 unta 


lend'btit eares tothe puſhes of this coſtrainc , 
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'26 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
unto With an incredible /{wiftnes.' So'as if 
the infirmity of building Ao ſeize & poſleſſe 
Vs. Ictvs build Temples .to the. Glory of 
him who prepares the Eternity . 

Whatis become ot; that proud Babylon, 
15 1t not credible that its.onely ruine eterni« 
zed the name? The Locrians built a Tem- 
ple ro the Sun, but the Mooneits Siſter be- 
10g icalous of this Glory, obteyned of the 
- Deltines the ſentence of it ruine; for dus 
Ting the raygne of the Night, the Ayre, and 
wind did (atiate,their huger with its Aſhes. 
Waen I thinkeof this dreadfull viciflitude 
of I yme, which-alters all things, vato the 
point of making vs quite to gs the reme- 
brance of them, I contemne whatſocuer is 
prelentedio my eyes, and make no recko- 
ning thereof, fince ſo itn a moment the fay- 
zeſt obiets change the tace . If your firſt 
Father were now tiſen agayne,he would 
quite forget the worlkd,fora thouſand tymes 
in an age hath it changed the countenance. 
Let vs loue the change then in this incon- 
ſtant andtranfitorylyfe , andler euery one 
follow his lot without conſtraynt & with- 
out tyranny in the way of vertue, for to at- 
ziueat this pleafing habitation of Eternity. 

Man makes greatly to appeare both'his 
Yanity, and his Pride in theſe Buildings, 
| where 
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Triumph of Death. 27 
where he would fezme to eſtabliſh, if he 
could, the foundation of ſome ſhelter , that 
might be of proofe agaynſt the ſtorthes of 
dearh .'Bur the crime of his vnknowledge- 
mentis{o enormous a thing, as ſeemes-to 
pull on'bis head thethunders of Heauen : 
LearnethouEarth(ſayth. Wiſedome, ſpeaking 
of man') t0 put thy ſelfevnder foot , it zs-thy pro- 
perty ſo to be' trampled on: for if thou fleweit inthe 
Ajre , tt could be but as dut, ſo as thine Arrogancy 
cannot ſubſift but in folly; 1t man would conli-, 
der without ceaſe to what poiat be is redu« 
ced, his ſpirit would'not be able to conceiue 
but thoughtes of Humility: Before his birth 
he was'nothing; after his birth, he is{o ſmat 
as we dare not ſpeakeiit; forin a'word'is he 
nothing buta dunghill, couered ouer with 
ſnow 5 where the diſpoſition of corruption 
prepares a- food, ahd nouriſhment for the 
wormes : whereof then ſhould he ſeeme to 
wax/ proud, whoſe end is'pouerty andicor= 
ruption ? Soas if hetakeany vaniry at the 
Sunsrifingforthe:Greatnes he poſlefſerth,at 
theſetting of this'Starre, we ſhall all be e= 
quall. Is TH 
Markeattentiuely ( fayth 8. Toby Chryſo- 
frome ) the ſepultehers of Dead men, & ſeeks 
round” about for ſome ſignes of their paſſed 
Greatneſles . Forif thoſe Tombes do ſend 

O 3 forth 
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torth any flath ot Magaificece to thine Eyes, 


conucy tay Thovughtes thereinto, and thou 
ſhalr find but corruption, Their toy is -ex- 
tinct with their lite, their pleaſures paſt-ouer 
wich their dayes, and all their: richesate abi- 
ding in their Coffers, torto publith their fol- 
ly touching the vnprofitablecare they haue 
had in heaping them together . They haue 
lete their Pallaces at the ficltterme. of their 
poſle{iio without ſo much leaſure only as10 
accompt with cheir Hoſt.Earth, that art but 
Earth , inthy nativity , Earth in thy lyfe, 
in Earth the end ! whettore art thou provid, 
ſince thou art but fieſhin apparence, & py- 
erifation in effeR ? I commend preatly the 
cultome of thoſe of the Molucce's,, who build 
not their houſes but tor the ryme-onlyithey 
imagine to lyue, and ſodying oblige theit 
childrento do the ſame. Arpilaus King ofthe 
Medes -had cauſed a yery ſtately Pallace to 


bs buile, where he would end, his-dayes :- 


but fromthe inſtant that Tyme had ſtrooke 
the houre of his retrait,, hiszenemyes ented 
intothis Pallace, and caſt him forth of the 
window . Cleophon the Lydian dyed ouer- 
whelmed with thetuines ot his houſe, and 
Infranus notes how he had no other tombe . 
Rid thy ſelfe, my Soule , from theſe vayne 


ambicions, ſoto lodge in Pallaces, knowing 
| how 


2g 
4% 
ir 7 
*% 
«-: 
_— - 
-# 


tw? G4, = 5Y 
[ C _, L 
# 4 ws + o , 
j- F a WT. ma z 
, " + - 
\ 
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how the worms in pledge do harbour with 

|| in the houſe otthy body. Thou beholdeſt 
ſo many goodly.Edifices, whoſe Gould and 
Marble ſeeme to defye Tyme, as not able to 


. deſtroy them, yet within an age they abate 
_ Þf their pride and with eaſy paces begin to fol- 
+ || low the way of their ruine, reteyning ſom- 
» | thing of the nature of thoſe workemen. ob 


had a farre better grace ypon his dunghill, 
then on a Throne, for what ſpeRacle was it 
to put aſhes &corruptio vpon clothofgold? 
Leaue theſe pallaces to men of the world, 
who blind with a brutiſhignorace doeſta- 
blich thefodation of their pleaſures in the. 
Thou knowelt, that death enters every 
where, and fince thy God dyed in a deſert 
Mountayne, wherein the exceſle of his Mi- 
ſery he had not a drop of water to quench 
his thirſt, ſhut thine eyes to the gliſtering 
of thaſe guilded ſeelings; and ſuffer not this 
. | foule reproachat any tyme to expire ypon. 
flowers , 'Whiles thy Saviour gaue vp the 
ghoſt on thorns. Do thou follow him then' 
1 his glorious atios,, & build theea Tem- 
ple within thy (elfe , where ech momento 
thy lyfe thon mayſt addrefſe to him yowes 
be . ['10u art to make for Eternity ; fince the 
yne poodlyPallaces of his dwelling are of proof 
ing [*ainſ the inconſtancy ofthe world . 
oW O 4 It 
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Fro Theughts of Eternity « 

If the imagination could atiract toitſelfe 
all che obiects ig diltange from it,;to: repre» 
ſentthem in ao in{tant befare thy eyes; how 
-Mmany miſchiefes ſhould. we behoulds How 
many Deathes, and how-many.dying liues? 
They,hould , there is no yacuity.in nature, [ 
Will eafily belieue it, fince miſeries ſeFme to 
fake vp all. This1s the accident, {o inſepa» 
rable to man, and which: accompanies him 
to his Grane.. Euery one hath his dolours 
alke&ed in like ſortas his pleaſures, arc, but 
ſome ripen as.they.put forth, and others gas 
ther ſtrength. in their feeblenes, to- eternzzo 
their durance., How dreadful would this 

heater of the, world ſeeme- tobe, it one 
hould behold all the; Tragedies which are 
acted therin,, Phirr« quenchesjher fury with 
her fathers bloud.. Eumenides is reuenged. of 
her mother-through poylon, . Cartiws buryes 
his brother within his cradle; Perneſius plucks 
ut the eyes of his ſiſter Erme, And Symecles, 
being an enemy to his race, ſets $he, Pallace 
an. fire where his parenzs were-afſembledz 
and ſhould thinke the fire of his, chollet 
was the firſt ſparke of that conſuming fire, 
Nero. ſeekes nouriſhment, for to ſatisfy his 
ccuelty.inthe bowelsof his mother, but God 
permitted-the Executioners ſhould hold the 
place of delinquets on the day oftheirdeath, 


when 
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when they gaue yptheir Lyfe to the aſſaults 
of a thouſand dolours, a great deale more 
cruell then Death it ſelte, + 

Conlider all theſe difmall accidents; my 
Soule, which happen. euery. moment. One 
k cOmmen with fire, as Pliny , another is 
ed, as Polycrates, heerc. one 1s calt downe 
= long ,.as LYcurgus; there-was another 
burned with athundg:-bolt, bke Eſcatafius. 
There haueſome been drowned 1n the tea, 
25 Marcus Marcellus , Curttus was ſwallowed 
vp ina bottomeles pu.E/chyllus the Philoſo- 
pher had his head cruthed with a: Tarteſſe 
ſhell, Geſar was flaine by ſuch as he trooketo 
be histriends . Cicero*'s head was cut off ypon 
the boot of his caroch, Earmpides Was deuored 
by dogs . Cleopatra died: with the ſting of a 
ſerpent ;.of rather with that of her deipaire. 
Socrates i5 poyloned y; 4r7fio. dieth of famine; 
Seneca rhrough the point of a launcet; Cold 
tooke away the lyte. from Neocles, Tarquintus 
Priſcus-was. rangled with a fith-bonie; Lucia 
the daughter of Awrelins dyes with the point 
of a mantle Shegadaptnes her lyfe intheiice- 
ofa glaſſe of water, Anacreonis choked with 
(wallowibg but thekernell of a ray fin. And 
Fabius the Pretour ſuffered thipwracke in a 
meſle of:Milke; andthe encounter with a 
little hayre-was. the Rocke he tell vpon.S9- 

O5 phocles 


24  Thougbtsof Eternity _ 
pboclesand Diagoras dyed of ioy, and Philemoy 
withroo mach laughing, as well as Zeuxis, 
Fabius Maximus dyed in the field , as Lepidus, 
I will nor make vſe of the examples of our 
ages, ſince they are (o freſh; and it ſufficeth 
that their memory Is as ſad as odious. 
Thouſceſtthen, my Soule, how death 
diſpottes himſelte wich Crownes ; Thou 
ſeeit how he tramples Scepters vnder foot, 
& how in the preſle of the world ,- his Sith 
ſpareth not anyone, Such a one to day ly- 
nes Contented, who to morrow ſhall dye 
Miſerable. One moment onely- ſeuers vs 
from death and milhap, there is-no other 
re(pit beztweene lyuing and dying, then that 
ot an inſtant , which makes me yerily to be- 
lieue, that Being,and not Being in man dif- 
fer notawhiit, fince helyues not but dying, 
and moues not but to bound his;aRions in 
the Tombe whirher he poſtes without ſtop. 
Earth ! Who art but Earth ! Earth within 
rhe cradle, Earth in the courſe of lyfe, and 
Earchin the end ! Stay a while;and if Time 
which leades thee will nor ſuffer it, conſider 
in ſo haſting to thefunerall, how the Earth 
g0cs to ioyne with Earth ,and that what- 
ſaeuer isin the world, doth follow ſtep by 


Rep, ro reſume its firſt forme in the duſt. 


They would faine haue made 10b belieue wa 
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his dunghill that he had1ioſt all, and that zz 
his loſſe he-was brought to the laſt point of. 
miſery; but.1 imaginethe contrary, for be: 


fiting on his dunghill; was found to bein 


his proper:heruage: and by how much dee-. 


per he was buryed in corruption, ſo much 
was he the forwatder in the poil(fion of 
himſelfe, if itbe true, thatiman is nought but mire 
and' darts >: , 


Ler Kings: make a ſhew,of their Great-- 


nellcs, eyther in feaſts ,-as Lucullus, or in 
apparrell , as: Tiberius , or beit in other {orts 
of Magnificences , all their inſtruments of 


olory , are'of Earth, and vanitſh-into ſmoke 


as wellas they... It the aſkes-of Kings and 
Subiets were mingled together, it were im- 
polſible to-diftinguith the one. from the 0- 


ther , ſince theyare all of the: ſame Nature, | 
and al carrying the face:of a like forme. The - 
oreateſt Monarchesare men far Death, This 


fath of lite which ſo daZels the eyes of ſub- 
its, fades away like the beauty of the roſe 


2 the ſetting of the Sunne . .How many. 


Kings haue there beene in; the-world ſince 


the birth thereof, and yet were ir impeſiible. 


o find out the leaſt matke of their T ombes, 
wWhiles ſome are buryed in the Ocean , as Ler- 
tw; others in the flames, as Hermaſonus, ſome 


bcete in gulfes, as Lentellings ; & others there 
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44 Thoughtes of Brermity..” 
in the ample ſpaces of theaire, where their 


duſt is ſcattered, as that of Pauzenes King of 
the Lorrians. And of all together. can"there 


hardly begriped an/handfull ofduſt : ſo true 
itis, they are turned to their-nothing .. 


Ah! how now, my Soule, wiltthou:ſee: 
buried with a dry eye," whatſoeuer: Nature 
hath-more faire,rhe Earth more:rich; & Art 
more precious? Wilt thou ſee dye euery mos: 


ment the ſubies of thy Loue; orrather a 


partiof thy ſelfe, through the alliance thou: 
haſt made with the body, without abating: 
thy vanity , and humbling thy: arrogancy ?: 
What expe&s thou in' the world, if all its 
goods be falſe,andeuills true? There' is no; 
aſſurance to:befoun@but in Death;norcons/ 
ſolation to be had, but -conſtantly:ro ſuffer 


its Miſery. Honours, they are/ albof{(moke, 


Gloryof wind, Greatnefles of Sow ; and: 
riches of Water;ſliding from oneto another: 
poſlefled of any: // Repoſe is. 
not to be had'but in imagination; 8 plea« | 


without being 


ſire but inadreame'. The Thornes ſpring 
continually /and the Roſes blow: without 
ceaſe. . Sweetnes makes but its 


this ſoyledo bring forth flowers; they-are 


but of Cares; if it beare frait;they are but 
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'Teares are heete contiuvall, becauſe 
_ theanoyes are alwayes preſent. Ioy is not 
ſcene but running, and {adnes makes heere 
afull ſtop. Itisaplace where Piety is ba 
niſhed aſwell as luſticez and where Vices 
;cigne,andVertucis made a thrall . Where 
the fires of Concupiſcence do burne , and 
where rhoſe of Luxury reduce the chaſteſt 
harts into Aſhes : whence it comes, that thar 
oreat Saint demaunded wings to carty him 
intothe deſert, Hope is heere vncertayn, & 
deſpayre aflured. Happines appeareth but 
as a lightning , and Misfortunes eſtabliſh 
their dwelling, with Empire, They can de» 
ſire nothing heere , but in doubt of ſucceſſe: 
they canexpect nothing, but with feare to 
looſe their tyme. Felicityes, enen while 
they are pollefied, do free themſeJues by lit= 
le and litle from this ſeruitude of being ryed 
to vs : Soas if they deſtroy not themſeJues 
in their ſublimity, time ſnatches them from 
vsatall houres , and leades vs away with 
them. What is the world but a denne of 
Theeues? butan Army of Mutiners ? but a 
myre of Swyne ; a Galley of Slaues? A 
lake of Baſfiliskes? and therfore the Prophet 
laythy sball I neuer leaue a place ſo foule, ſe filtby, 
«nd ſo fullof treaſons anddecerpts ? 

Needs then, my Soule,mult thou liftyp 
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46 Thoughts of Eternity. 
ehine eyes to Heauen , ſince the Eatth is 
meerly barren of rhy contentments.. Thou 
ſeeks(t the Soucraigne good, and it hath but 
ſprings ot Euill. Thou ſeekeſt Eternity, and 
whatſocuer is therein , is but ynconſtancy. 
Change thy thoughtes ; the treaſures which 
thou (eekelt for, aie not heere beneath, ſince 
this is the ordinary manſion of Pouerty and 
Milery. The obiects heere moſt frequent,are 
bur Tombes; nor do we euer open our eyes 
but to ſce them layd open, Qur eares are tou- 
ched with no other ſound.then with that of 
Sights and Playnts. The ſents of our putri- 
faction occupythe ſmelling; and the gaule 
of a nourithment, dipt in our ſweat, vnfor- 
tunately feeds the traſt of our tongue . So as 
turne we Which way ſoeuer we will, the 
gultes, the rockes, the fires, the punithmens, 
and miſchiefes follow vs, as neere as the 
ſhaddow doth the body . | . + - 
Conſider attentiuely, my.Sotile, the im- 
portance of theſe verities, and make thy pro- 
tic ot anothers harme , Repreſent to thee, 
the horrour and amazement whezeto the 
world was reduced withall thoſe meruailes, 
atſ{uch tyme as the Sunne withdrew from 
ithis light, All choſeproud buildings ſo en- 
riched with Brafle & Marble, thoſe famous 
Temples, where Artis alwayes in diſpute 
with 
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Triumph of Death. 45 
withNature ſtriuing to ſci forth their works, 
appeare to: be no more, but Colloſſus's of 
ſhaddowes, that lirike thine eyes aſwel with 
altoniſhment, as with terrour, duringthe 
reigne of darkenes ; and imagine how the 
pourtraite of this horrour,draw es betore had 


 1ts being fromthe Otiginall, fince in the Jat- 


cr day the world ſhall take vpon it the vi 
ſage of horrour, of ;errour, and of rwine, Re- 
preſent ynto thy (elf befids,in order of theſe 
yerityes, how the thacowes Which couzr 
but halfe of the earth by reſpits, ſhall very 
ſhortly be filling vpthe ſpace of the whole 
Circle, accordingto the decree which bath 
beene made thereof before all ages. In ſo 
much , my Soule, as ſince the day muſt end 
at laſt , quenching its torch within the molt 
ancient waters oft the Ocean  ſceke bety mes 
another Sun aboue all the Heauens , that 
may not be ſubiet roEclyples ; and whoſe 
light being alwayes in the Eaſt, may make 
thy happinesto thine within his ſplendour, 
not fora day, for a yeare, or for an age, bur 

for an Eternity. 
O ſweet Eternity, with how many de- 
lights enchaunteſtthou our ſpirits, while we 
addreſſe our thoughtes to thee . They may 
not taſt thy baytes, and not be rauiſhed from 
lnemſclues with incomparable contentmets, 
| We 


0 


- 459 £ ) cv 


#5. 
- 


: -> 4, an. 5 4 M4} 5-1 
, PS, AE EE 1 | 
| * 73, dS ” 9 + eB 20 
| EY Pon” FB ERIE SY LD 
. 4 Fo | M ah þ. ry 
B 


48  Thoughtesof Eternity . - 
We wander, 1 confeſfe, whilcs weſeeke thee; | 
but thy Labyrinthes are ſo delicious,as we |} | 
arealwayes in feare to get forth therof. The || , 
harts which are taken with thy loue, with- Þ] | 
out knowing thee, ſigh atrer thy pleaſurs; & Þ} x 
how beit they haue ncuer taſted its{weetne(ſ- I $ 
fes, but by way of 1d, yer find they nore- } ,, 
poſe , but in hope to poſlefle them one day, © 
O (weet Eternity! whatfeelingsof ioy and Þ 6; 
happines doſt thou breed in Soules created F 
for thy glory ! How tedious 1s the way of Þ {« 
this mortall and tranſitory lite, tothem that F ;- 
live in expectarion of thy: pleaſures ! They I th; 
reſemble the Marriner being roffed- with 
ſtormes & rtempeſts , who through teares, 
meaſures with his eyes a thouſand tymes, in 
2 moment, the humide ſpacesof the waues 
| fortodiſcouerthe Port he aſpires ynto: for 

_ they ſayling in like manerin this Sea of the 
world, and continually daſhed with tepelſts 
of misfortunes, do cout the houres, the dayes 
and the moneths of their annoyes , inthe 
long pretenſton-of tanding at the port of the 
Tombe, to be reborne, from very Aſhes, 
in the manſion of thy glory, 

O ſweet Eternity, what ſenſible repaſts 
have thy contentmentes with them! The 
more I thinke ypon thee, and the more 1 
would be thinking of thee, my Spirit , rapt 

in 
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;nthis diuine Eleuation, is ſo violently pul- 
led fromitſelfe, as itliues of no other food, 
then tharof thy diuine thoughtes ! O how 
happy is hey who eſtabliſheth in thee, for an 
Eſlay',}the foundation -of his felicity ! My 
Soule, if thou wilt be'content in the midft 
of thy pleaſares, thinke 'of Eternity . The 
onely. imagination. of its delights, ſhalbe 
ſtronger then thineannoyes . What griefe 
ſoeuer thou endureſt , imagine with thy 
ſelfe, howit is but fora tyme , and that the 
joyiof Eternity canneuerend. The Faſtings 
the Hayrecloth; andal' the ſufferances of an 
auſtere life can neuer thake thy conſtancy, if 
thy defires haue Eternity for obiect , What 
accident ſoeuer ſtayes thee,/in the way of 
thy pilgrimage , lift vp thine eyes to Heaue 
for to:contemplate the: Beauty of the manſio 
whither:thou afpireſt . Thou ſecſt, how 
for the purchaſe of a little glory of the world 
men expoſe their liues to a thouſand dagere, 
and to-pollefie one day that ſame of Eternizy 
wilt-thou-not hazard 'thy body, whichis 
nought-els, but corruption, to the mercy of 
torments and paynes? ; 
Conlider,,my Soule, the inſtability of 
al created things, and put. not thy truſt in 
the earth , ſince the waters, ſnow, & ſandes 
ae the foundations therof. As often as the 
P met- 
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50 Thoughts of Eternity. 

meruailes of the world attract thee inſenfi. 
bly to their admiration, breake but the cruſt 
of thoſe goodly apparences , and thou ſhalt 
ſee within, how it is but a Schoole of Va- 
nity, a Faire of Toyes, a Theater of Tra. 
gedies, a labyrinth of Errours, a Priſon of 
darknes, a Way beſet with Thornes, and a 
ſea full of ſtormes and tempeſts . That it is 
but a barren Land, aſtony Feild, agreeniſh 
Meadow whoſe flowers do ſhroud Serpets, 
a Riuer of teares, a mountaine of annoyan- 
ces, a valeof Miſeries, a ſweet Poylon, a 
Fable, a dreame, an Hoſpital} of febricitats 
where euery one ſuffers in his faſhis, Their 
repoſe isfull of anguithes, and their ynreſt 
is repleniſhed with deſpaire. Their trauels 
are without fruit, and their Joyes are but 
counterfet; where no content is found aboue 
a day ,& all the reſt of the life is nothing els 
but wretchednes. Soas if the euils where- 
with itis propled , could be counted , they 
would ſurpaſſe in number the atomes of 
Demecritus, who could reckon the maladies 
of the body , the paſſions of the Soule, and 
al the dolours wherwith ourlife is touched. 
Now then, if jt be true that we dye euery 
moment , 1s not euery moment, I pray,a 

cathtovs? 


Let vs go then, my ſoule, toGod, _ 
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+ Triumph of Death: 4t 
he cals-ys the Sunne lends ys notits light 
but to, ſhew ys the way to him . The Star- 
res ſhine. not in heauen , buttolet'ys ſee the 
pathes,6C trackes therof..So as it the Moone 
It fro our eyes by Interſtitions 
ircantot be'burt of choler, as ſenfible of the 
contempt we'ſthew of her light. Let vs go 
to this:bely, Land of Promile, and paſle the 
Red Sea 'of ſufferance and. puniſhments, in 
exapleof our Sauiour , who with no other 
reaſon ,then that of his Loue, would pur= 
chaſe, through, his bloud ,the Glory he ats 
teyned to.; The world can afford. ys biit 
Death,Death but a Tombe, and the Tombe 
but an infinite number of wormes , which 
halbe fed with eurcarcaſle: They runneafs 
ter the-world, & the-world-is nought but 
miſery ; they do Joue then,to be miſerable. 
What blindnes,,my Soule, to ſigh after;our 
miſhaps ; & paſſionately to. cherith the ſub- 
ict of qQurloſle? Letvsgoto this Eternity 
where the delights, euer. preſent, raigne with 
in the, Qrder ofacontinuall moment. Let ys 
vet forth of this mouing. circle, and breake 
the chaynes of this ſhameful ſeruitude, whe- 
reinto:Syn hath brought vs. 

Away with the world, ſince whatſoeuer 
Kinjt,is but myre and duſt; it is but ſmoke 
to the/eyes, putrifation to the noſiri[]s, the 
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52. Thouphrs of \Bt#fmty« 
noyle of thunderand tenipeſts rothe eares, 
thornes tothe Harids; & ſmart to our fee- 
ling. All thoſe*Fho put'any truſt there- 
in are ytterlydeceytied. All thoſ&who fol- 
low it, are abſolutely loſt ':-Al] thoſe that 
honour it, are wholy defpiſcd/andaltthoke 
who ſacrifice to its Tdols; ſhalb&oneday fu 
crificed themfelies,in expiation oftheircti- 
'mes. Beſides } we ſee, how all thatknoly 
It, doabandonit, for if itpromiſe a'Scepter, 
"it reaches ys a Shephooke. Thrones are ſea- 
ted on the brimme of a precipice y nor doth 
It cuer affoard'ys'any good 'turne ,/ bit a3 
the vigill of fome'misfortune:; 'AWay then 
'withthe world; and all that is' within it, 
Tinceall its w6dersnow are burduft, What- 
#oeuerit hath more rare, is but Earth';"what- 
ſ{oener it hath motefayre , is but Wind. Eue+ 
ry'King is no 'more;-but a heape of Worms, 
Where Hotrour , Terrour y ad InfeAtion 
aſtoniſh and offend the ſenſes rhat/approch 
vnto it . Corriptzon ( ſayth the Wiſeman, 
ſpeaking of man') vaunt thou as much as thoa 
wilt, bebould thy ſelfe brought ynto the fir nothmy 
of thy firit Being. £121 10 CO07 
Letys not liue, my Soule, but for Eter- 
nity , ſince it is the true po At lyfe . Out 
of Eternity is there no repoſe ; out of Eter- 
nity, nopleaſure ; out of Eternity, all —_ 
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is yYayne - Who thinkes-not, of Eternity, - 


thinkes of nothing, {ince ourof Eternity all, 
things are falfe. Let vs behould but Eter- 
nity my Soule , as the onely obie of glo- 
ry . All flyes away except Eternity : it is 
it alone, Which is able to ſatiate our de- 
fires, and termine our hopes. I will no 0- 
ther comfort in all my annoyes, then that 
of Eternity . I will no other ſolace in all 
my miſeryes, then that of Eternity . Af 
ter it, do | deſire nothing, after it do 1 loo- 
ke for nothing. I lyue not bur for it, and 
my hart fighes not , but after it . All dif- 
courſes are diſpleaſing to me except thoſe 
of Eternity, It is the But, and end of all my 
ations ;it is the obiect of my thoughtes. I 
labour, but to gather its fruits; al my vigils 
point at the pretenſions ofits Crownes. My 
eyes contemne all the obies , except thoſe 
that conucy my ſpirits to its {weet Idea's , as 
to the only Paradiſe I find in this world. 
Whatſoeuer I do, iudge my ſelfe voprofi= 
table, if I refer not my actions to this ; rt 
cauſe ; whatſoeuerI thinke , whatſoeuer I 
[2y,and whatſoeuer I imagine, all is but ya- 
nity, if thoſe thoughtes, it thoſe words , & 
thoſe imaginatios rely not, in ſome faſhion, 
on Eternity. In tine, my Soule, i{thou wile 
'alt on Earth , the delightes of Heauen , 
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54 Thonghts of Eternity . 

thinke continually of Eternity , for in it 
only it is , where the accompliſhment of all 
true contentments doth confilt, 
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The Glory of Paradiſe. 


) A) mon had a thouſand ty- 


Ec mes contented his Eyes 
ID ' in admiration of che fai- 
2&)l\ &, lt obiets , which are 
*7 I>Z \e) found in Nature; That 
<Q $75>> his Eares cuer charmed 


with aſweet Harmony, had deliciouſly ta= 
{ted in their faſhion, the moſt ſenfiblerepaſts 
they are affeed to; That his Mouth had re- 
iſhed the moſt delicate meates , where the 
Tongue finds the perfefion of its delight: 
after, [ ſay, he had quenched the thirſt of his 
defires in the (ea of all contentments of the 
world, and ſatisfied the appetite of his ſen- 
ſes, in the accompliſhment of the pureſt de- 
licacies , he cries out aloud, That all was full of 
7nty.. The Pompe of theſe magnificences 
may well repreſcat themſclues to his reme = 
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56 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
brance, but he cryesout before it, That #t is but 
ramty. His riches, his Greatnefles, his Tri- 
umphes, & all his pleaſures, ferued him as a 
ſubiet within knowledge of their Nature, 
for ro exclayme very confidently, that all 
was full of vanity . What pleaſures now at- 
rer thele delights may mortalls talt-? What 
Riches may they now poſleſle, after theſe 
Treaſures ? To what Greatnes may they 
aſpire , which is not comprized within 
thatof his Empire? To what ſort of proſpe- 
rities may they pretend, which is not lefſe 
then his happines? And yet neuertheles af. 
ter along\poſlefſion of honours & delights, 
which were inſeparable to his ſoueraigne 
& abſolute power, he publiſheth this truth, 
that all is full of ſmoke, and wind, and that 
nothing is ſure heere beneath , but dcath, 
nor preſent, but mileries. 

Soules of the world, what thinke you of, 
that you reaſon not ſomtimes in your ſelues 


to diſcouer the weaknes of the foundation, 


whercon your hopes are piched ? You loue 
your pleaſures; burit it be true, that know- 
ledge ſhould alwayes precede Loue , why 


know you not the nature of the ObieR, be- 
fore it predominate the power of your affe- 
ions ? Agayne, you loue not thinges at 
any tyme, hut to polleſſe them. Ah what! 8: 
know 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 57 
44 YT know younor, the delights of the world do 
- I paſſe betoreour eyes, as a lightning, & that 
in their exceſle, they inceſlantly find-their 
ruyne? you thinke yourlſelfe content to day 
becauſe nothing atflicts you; do you cal thar 
pleaſure to runne after Rn * for it is Im 
poſſible tor you to poſleile that imaginary 
contentment , but in running after it, fince 
i: lyes ſo away without reſting . Let them 
repreſent corhemſclues the greateſt conter- 

mentsthat may be receyued in the world, & 
at the ſame tyme, Jetall the diuers Spirits, 

who hauetafted the vayne Sweetnefles ap- 
peare, to tell ys in lecret, what remaines to 
them thereof, 

Thou Miſer , tell vs 1 pray thee, what 
pleaſure haſt thou to ſhut vp thy goulden 
Exrth , within thy coffers, tolend it to the 
intereſt of thy conſcience , and to make it 
of, I 6ayly to increaſe through thy guilty cares, 
ues } and thy fruitles watches ? ifthe vaine Glory 
n, Þ to be accopted rich, poſſeſſed thee, thou haſt 
Due | beene neuer ſo, but in opinion, and appa= 
w- Þ| rence only, ſince in the ſtate whereunto age 
now bringes thee , all the Rickes thou haſt 
heaped togeather, and which yer thou art 
eathering , are fruits whereof thou haſt but 
the lowers, by reaſon of their frailty, Thou 
mayeſt carry the key of thy Coffers long 
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43 Thoughts of Eternity. 
zaough ; thou art but the keeper of thy trea- 
ſures, and as a mzere Depolitarian thereof n 
for thy auarice lets thee tro diſpoſing them, 
and conſequently to gyue forth thy felfeto 
be the true owner of them. If thou could} 
haucany moment of ceſſation in thyfolly,k | 
would demaund the reaſon of thy actions, | 
to:know wherethy hopes do bound, and 
what glory is the But therof? It may be thou 
wouldlt dye rich : what feeblenes? knoweſt 
thou not, thou halt need butof a ſheet on- 
Ly for to couer thy Miſeryes withall . Haſt 
thou heaped vp money in thy Cabinets, | 
with purpoſe to erect thee ſome ſtately Moe 
nument atter thy death? Foole as thou art, 
thou haſt paſt all thy lyfe without conſide- 
ring where thy Soule ſhall lodge after thy | 
death ; and thou ſtudieſt now to prepare a 
houſe for thy body, orrather for the worms, 
which ſhall gnaw the ſame gas if purrifais 
were ſome rare and precious thing . 

If thou halt a defire to leaue thy chil- 
dren rich, truc Riches confiſt not but inVer- 
tue onely , & with us ſweet liquour, ough- 
reſtthou to milch theirinfancy , & to murſe 
them continually with its divine nouriſh- 
ment . Suppoſe through exceſle of happi- 
nes thou gainſt the whole world (a ſport of 
Fortune) and by a blow of a ſad miſchance, 

whereto 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 59 
whereto thy vices thall haue ſmoothed tne 


» 4 way, thou looſe thy Soule in the laſt mo- 


I mcnt otthy lyfe , what glory paſt , what- 
1 domage preſent? The Reigne of thy Great= 
I neſſes thall finith fo ; and thar of thy paynes 
ſhailthen begin, Verily thou ſhalt bauc poſ- 
ſeit all the goodes of the earth, but in truth 
likwiſe thalt thou feele therfore all the cuills 
within the order of a diuine [uſtice , which 
ſhall makerhy dolours eternal. Be thou c6- 
I uinced the by reaſon not to follow the way 
J of a lyfe, the moſt ynhappy that euer yer 
quickned the body, and confeſle with me 
how there hath beene but one Matthew A- 
poltle, whomthis vaſt ſea of the world hath 
ſaued from the ſhipwracke , whereinto the 
weight of gold & filuer went about to en- 
gage him. Bzas deſpoyled himſelfe indeed 
of all his Riches, but not of all his errours . 
Laertics Neuols puts ouer the right of Maio- 
rity to bis brother, and conſequently bis ri- 
cheſt pretenſiss ; butin deſpiling one good 
heimbraced not the other. Confider | pray 
ro what point of pouerty was the Richman 
brought ynto in an inſtant, fince of all his 
Riches, there was not left him meanes to 
buy a drop of could water, to quench his 

thirſt. | 
Conteſle then, Mifer, thy pleaſures _ 
alle, 
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talſe, andhow they ſubſilt not in thyſpitit, 
but through a deceiptful opinis that blindes 
thee, to cali thee in:oa pricipice./Fhekeeper 
of a Vineyard that reſembles thee; without 
Imitatio of thee, 15 a great deale more happy 
then thou art , for aiter he hath- ſtirred the 
earth , he gathers at_the end. of his dates- 
worke, in the repoſe a {weet ſ1:epe, the fruit 
of his paines; and thou on the contrary, the 
thornes of thy thornes, {ince an eternal tor- 
mentfucceds the dolours of thy dying life. 
Soas Couverous men in ſeeking of gould & | 
filuer, in the bowells of the carth , find hell 
without piercing iatoit, which is the Ceter 
therof, Thou proud and ambitious Man , 
tell vs, I pray thee, whatare thy pleaſures? 
I know well how thy Spirit full of vanity 
pitches thy hopes ypon the higheſt Throne 
of Fortune, & that blind in the knowledge 
of thy faults , thou findſt noglory, which is 
not farbeneath thy merit. But wherin con- 
fiſts thy Contentment, if it bero expe&t 
Thrones, and attend to Crownes? Did one 
euerfee afeebler pleaſure, ſincethe nature of 
3t 1s nothing els but wind and ſmoke? Thou 
tramplelſt the Earth with a diſdaintull foot , 
as if thou hadit reaſons inough to perſuade 
Vs,tzatit Were not thy Mother. Than out- 


#ace!t the heauens with an arrogant looke, 
and 


Glory of Paradiſe. Cy 
and-thie force of thy aſhes is diſperſed 'in the 
aire hot being able ro. fly: any bigher, As. 
gaine,thou makeſt nodoubr, that it the:Hea- 
uens:hauefound thunder too puntth the! in- 
ſolency of the Angels, it were like to:want 
new puniſhments to chaſtize the vanity of 
men?itmay bethouflatfereſt thy ſelffe with 
this vaine:beliefe , thar: being rayſed aboue 
thecommon/ſort, thou haſt beene formed in 
ſomemew kind of mould ,and thatthouart 
ſo diſpenſed with, inthis law, condemning 
vsto the ſufferance ofalþmanncr of paines. 
Retwroe I pray thee; from this wande- 
ring, andopen;thine eyes to-confider thy 
ruine's Thy Pride; and: thy Arrogancy are 
the plumes of the Peacocke, ſuſtayned by 
twofoundations of Miſery, figured by the 
teetof this Foule. Carry thy head as high as 
thou wilt, it muſt neceſlarily fall of ns pride 
indeclining tothe Earth. And if thoutletft 
thy ſelfe-be dazeled with the glittering of 
thy ſumptuous: Apparell;/'this verity con- 
uinceth thee of folly, fince all thou weareſt, 
is but the worke of wormes: nor do I won= 
dernow;, that they deuoure ys 1o , after des 
ath, for-it-is:but to pay, themſclues for the 
paynes they hauetaken ,in laying the web; 
wherewith we couer our-nakednes.. So as, 
if thou regardeltrhy (elfe neetre, thou os 
cv 
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62 
ſet how the wormes of thy apparell,couer 
tholp of thy body; & that theretore thy Ar« 
rogansy hath no ocher foundation, thenthat 
ofthy corruption. And ypon this aflurance 
tell me now , what ate the delights ofthy 
yanityi? 7 7 2 02477 
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- And you greatMonarkes, who'find the |} ! 
Earth.coo little to: bound, within"rs ſpaces, I ! 
the excent of your Empire, do you; pray, | ' 
make-ys participant of your Contentments, || ' 
and-tell ys ſomething of the Sweerneſſes If * 
which-you talt ; during the raigue of your |} * 
ablolute powers. Its a pleaſure, you will I ' 
ſay, tocommaund; a world of people, &to }l 
impoſe the lawcs after your owne humour. | © 
Atceble Pleaſure !'Whiles it proceeds; but |f 
from a/Soueraignry which ſubies the fpirit 
of him'that commaunds; becauſe indeed he 
ought to corre{pond with the aCtions of his 
Subie3. You do-what youwill yourſelfe, 
Ir js rrne; bat that is nottheeway to content 
your ſelte, if your deeds be nor-exempr'fro 
reproch. It they teare you, iv is:bur forthe 
knowledge they haue of your Tyranny+ If 
they loue you , ro what end ſernes.che affec- 
co of your ſubijes,,while you ſeemenot to 
meritthe ſame? You go into al.-places wher- 
ſoeuecr your defires.call you , /withour euer 
meeting with reſiſtance in your'defignes: 
| but 
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17'of Paradiſe. 63 
but why follow you not ihepath of yextue2 
Diſpleaſures rather then delights attend you 
at the end of the Cartiere:. 1 know well 
how 'Greatneſſes, Riches, and all Magni- 
ficences ate alwayes in pledge with you ; 
but therein ought you to confider the-while 
how the glory which enuirons yeu, ſeemes 
to fetch the ſame courſe which the Sunne 
doth, and how n flyes away without ceaſe 
towards its Weſt, whenceitſhall neuer 3ife 
agayne » Beitſo, that yourlookes ſeeme;to 
altonih the ſouteſt, and that they fauour 
the niozeÞdappy. T hoſe lookes in their ſter- 
nefle, cannor woundibut the culpable, no- 
engage1n then ſweetnes, but ſpirits which 
ted of ſmoke. 

There is no doubt but your power is ad- 
mired, but notenuyed.of the wiſer, becauſe 
the greatnesof your might, concludes very 
ordinarily.in vanity . We muſt confeſſe that 
the honour, & life of men are in your had*; 
But you muſt needs confefſe withalb; 1bat 
your heades/alfo, are beneath the Sword, 
which1s faſtened to the feeling of Heanen,, 
or rather ſuſpended in the ayre by alittle 
threed., and how theleaſt-of your crymes 
may pul vpon you the chaſtiſement therof. 


So as, if you take pleaſure to bath youin the 
bloud of Innoeccy, as an-Otbe,or a Fes 
ere 


64 Thoughtes of Eternity, 
the diuine Tuſtice prepares your laſt bath in 
yourproper bloud; where your Soule ſuffers 
Shipwracke with your body © Whar then 
are your delights *In what garden do you 
gather their flowers £ Verily:you haue- all 
things at your with; but-whatplcaſure is it 
to with for tranſitory goods; whoſe priuatis 
cauſeth a greatdeale more {orrow, then the 
frtition afforded ' contentment # If your 
Crownes, and —_— are agreable to you 
during lite, they will cauſe ahorrour at your 
Death; for that you:oughtro-giue'accomprt 
of your (waying them. You-arebut-Lieus 
tenants onely in'the Land of God; during [| 
thetyme of yourReigne-. The hower ap- {| 
proaches wherein you are toiuſtifythe So« Þ| * 
neraigne actions of all the moments of your || ' 
life; ro know (in truth})-in' what fathion || 
you hauec diſpoſed ofthe Greatneſſes; and of 
the Treaſures, whereof you were nomozre | * 
then: meere Depoktarians. Do'you now |! 
then referre all your/pleaſures tothis 1aſt in- | 
N 


ſtant; and you thall know howthe way is 
a'great dealemore thorny ;/then'that of a 


low-condition, and voyd of Enuy »// - t 

"Tell vs 1 pray thee;Lacullus, what are be- I © 

come of thedeliphts of thy prond Feafts ? £ I * 

admir;'that the -prodigality of thy Magnifi- 1 

cences, hath ynpeopled the ayre kkwks, 0 
an 
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and the (ta ot fithes, and that Arthath 


ag 
ſcd-to View, as in aſtall ber laſt inuentions, 
to glut theappetite'of thy fooliſhnes. Where 
are now. thoſecontentments? Where is this 


Pompe. Where ts this luſtre , where are the: 
Pallaceg of theſe banquets, where ate the 
1tig | Cupps of Gould , where the Meate, where 
the | the Cookes; where ate the Stewards, where 
our || the Gueſle, and the wayters of thy Feaſts? 
you || Athis flidaway without their memory: And 
-our || if the Hiſtoryes { Laculls).do yet remember 
mpt |} fee, it is but onely to repreſent thy tolly 
jieus || 2 Poſterity;- What contentment may they 
ring take in feaits , if the ſweet wines wherwith 
ap+ they fatrare [their hunger, be chaunged to 
Sos | corruption? They take pleaſure ro: detour 
/our | '®eir pleaſure; like as in the Chaſe they find. 
zion | contentment ii running after their ſports . 
dof | {hehony which they put into the mouth, . 
1012 | >-comes bitter in the ſtomacke : for what 
1ow Þ 1ncomoditics ſeeme they not to ſuffer who 
tins {| Paueblied their belly withall the ſortes of 
ay is | Meats? And to what ſhame and infamy ſnb- 
of a | Pit they notthemſclues, while they drown 
| their reafon in wine, theitc honour, and their 
conſcience all at once #18 jt not to be cruel. 
to ones ſelfe_to precipitate his pacesto rhe 
Tomb-wards , as if we dyed not ſoone ins 


ough? | 
Q Againe 
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66  Thoughtesof Bterniry. 
Againe, for whome take we the paines 


tO treat our bodyes ſo, if not for the wormes, 
fincethe fleth is deſtined to them ? All the 
fat which we gather, is but for them, for the 
{mall ryme we lyue is not to be put into ac- 
compt. Why,coatider they not how eue 
Banquet, hath its laftcourſe, & euery W 
ding-day its morrow; and that the ioy of 
theſe fealts ſeemes to palle away , as {wilt as 
the day , which lends them light? What a 
goodly cultome was it among the Pagans 
to ſerue in atthe laſtcourſe of their Baquets, 
an Anatomy ypon the table , in figne how 
the wormes were ſhortly to reduce the bo- 
dies of the inuited to-that eſtate} How many 
are there now adayes , who in the blindne; 
of Epicuriſme put all their Gallantry in ma- 
king of good Cheere? Bur what exceſle of 
Belttality the while to rake ſuch pleaſure to 
pamper the body on the way of death, whi- 
ther « runs poſting withou: ceaſe ?1 graunt 
thou haſt drowned today thy Troubles in 
thy Glafes, and haſt glued thine appetite 
with meats the moſt delicious of the world: 


what ſhalbe left thee therof tro morrow , but Iz. 
gaule in the mouth fr6 the furfer of thy riot? 
I ſay, but bitternes in thy hart, & repentance ſh 


i-thy ſoule ? Thy Crofles renew againe 


more {trong then cuer , by reaſon of the pri- ſe 


uation 
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Glory © of Paradiſe. 6 
vationof thy delighs.. Thou muſt begin a- 
gaine tomorrow to ſooth thy ſenſuality,and 
the day-following the ſame toxmers- which 
thoukaſt ſuffered now-lready, ſhall ſucceed 
thy ioy . Soas wherrall the lyfe ſhould be a 
feaſt, the laſt ſeruice thereot were al waies to 
be feared, ſince a life of Roſes brings forth a 
deathof Thornes .' Cramme then thy body 
withall forts of meats, as longasthou wilt, 
he that ſhall haue faſted the while ; ſhalbe a 
preat- deale more content then thou, ypon 
the laſt day of thy Banquets; So as; if thou 
haltthe aduantageto be fatter then he, the 
wormes thall fare the better for it, in thy 
or2aue « WT " 
You ſenſles Soules that lone bur the plea- 
ſures of the Table , I aduertiſe yot: berimes 
thatthe Feaſt is ended , andthe Company 
brooke vp :: ech oneis retired with himſelte; 
Butthere is now another manner of news , 
which is; that many of your Copanions are 
dead z one; as Nans, with too much drinke ; 
another with feeding ouer much , as Meflina. 
'RHe there hath ferched an erernall 3 33 
1971468 he heere hath eut his wiues throat 
* Yn his wine, as Theſſahd3. To whatend thinke 
you? They are the laſt feruices which mis=- 
ortune preſents at the laſt Courſe of your 
ts , the poyſon whercof is couered witts 
Q ns - ſugar 5 
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- 63 Thoughts of Eteruny . 
lugar take you heed then; & play not with [|| 
ſuch formidable Enemies, Itis al!that/yoy 
can doto eſchew the:dangers in the world, 
with the light you haue of Reaſon; and'you 
aredrowning the ſame'in your Banquets; 
without teare of ſuffering Shipwracke with 
It 1ntanand 2inflltogt 12164 

- Away With theſe Pleaſures of ſmoke, 
which fill not the-body , but with new 
rnatter of putrifaftion, I abhor you ; &&de- 
teſt you witha hatred which ſhall neverdy. 

Since my God hath:put /Thornes on his 

head, why thould not I be putting them in 

my hart?I will from henceforth quench my 

Thirſt within his Chalice, and gather thy 

fruits of my nouriſhment in his defarts: My 

Saujour hath faſted all his life ; and hall I 

pamper my ſelfe euery moment? Ler death 

come ypon me, ratherthen ſuch a wiſk;'l 
louethee, my Souletoo well, to preferre'the 
pleaſures of my Body befoxe thy corentmet. 

Take then thy pleaſure inthe 'Fhoughtes of 

Eternity, fince for thy enterraynement they 

ate able to-produce the true Nectar of Hea- 

uen , and the pureft wine of the Earthi 

And you, profane Spirits , who ſacrifice 

not but to Voluptuoufneſſe, confeſle you ff; 

now, that Lazarus wasa great 'deale* more 
happy in his Miſery, then was the CE 
E] Rich- 


T FR: Glory of os $4 69 | 
Richman in his Treaſure. The one dyed of 
Famine in the world, and the other dyes of 
Thirftin Hgll. Agayne, what a thing were 
it thatall wedding>teaſts ſhould be he{d on 
the Sea, where the leaſt tempeſt might rro+ 
ble thefolemniryes, & metamorphize them 
into a funerall pompe ? And yet neuerthe- 
es is It true, that the {oules of the world giue 
themſelues to banquet ypon the current of 
the water of this life, where rockes are (6 
frequent, and thipwracks ſo ordinary . One 
drinkes a dying, to the health of another 
who drownes 1n his glaſſe ſome moments 
of his life; andſo all, Companions of the 
ſame lotapproch without ceaſe to the Tobe 
which Tyme prepares them . O how (weet 
tis ({aid that Poet) tobanquetat the Ta- 
ble of the Goddes ; becauſe in that of men; 
the laſt ſerniceis al wayes full of Aloes. But 
I thall ſay after him , what contentments 
without compariſon z receyue they at the 
Angels Table? It is not there where the 
ſoule is repleniſhed with this —_—y 
[weet Wyne, nor With theſe bitter {weet- 
nefles of the world, The food of its nounſh- 
ment is ſo diuine , a$ through a ſecret yertue 
iecontents the appetite without cloying it 
ener. 

Sigh then, tmy Soule,after this Celeſtial 
Q 2 Manna 
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70 Fhoughtes of Ecernzty. 
Mad"gJa]lwaics fruittulin pleaſures, ſo-ſweer 
as defire and hope are alike ynprofitable.in 
their poſſellton, it what they poſſeiſe inthe 
may be imagined to bs agreable.to them; 
nor ſuffer atty more thy;body{{ince thy rea- 
{on may mayſteri:s ſenſes) ro heap on its 
dunghiil, corruption vpon corcuption, in 
the midl? of its banquets and Feaſts, where 
they prepare hut a mich hargeſt tor the wor- 
mes. It thy body be a hungry, let it feed as 
that of 1vb, with the fighes of its Miſery. If 
itbe a thirſt, let it be quenching ics thirſt 
with the humide yapour of its teares, as that 
of Heraclites, Andifi zeuolt , let them pur it 
in chaynes and fetters, for ſoit it dy.in .tor- 
ments it ſhall be reſuſcited anew in Glory. 
Sardanapalus, appeare thou with thy Ghoſt 
heere, to repreſentin 1dg:, thoſe _RAgnary 
pleaſures which thou haſt raken in thy 1u- 
Xuries, O it would be atrimme ſight ta {ce 
thee by thy laſciuious Elance, diouiſed in 
a womans habit, having adiſtaffe by thy ſide 
and aſpindle in thy hand ;whatare become 
ot thoſe allurements which ſo charmed thy 
Spirit-? Whatare become of thoſe charmes 
that ſoTauiſhed thy ſoule ? Whatare become 
ot thoſe extafies , which ſo made thee to 
liue beſides thy ſelf? thoſe imaginary Sweet 
nelles, thoſe delicious imaginations , thoſe 
agreablc 


Y 
pliſhmentof their repoſe? Blind as thou art, 
thou colidereſt notawhit, that Time ſeemes 


to bury thy pleaſutes in their Cradle, and 
euen in their birth z how they runne Poſt to 
theirend through a Law of necellity,terched 
from their violence. The profane fire wher- 
with thou waſt burned ; hath reduced: thy 
hart into Athes, with thy body ;and the di- 
uine [uſtice hath metamorphized the ima» 
ginary paradiſe of thy life into a true Hel, 
where Cruelty ſhall puniſh thee without 
ceaſe for the cryme of «98 luſt. I confeſlethat 
the Sunne hath lentthee its light during an 
Age , for thee to-talt very greedily the plea» 
ſures & ſweetneſles of tranfitory goods. But 
hat ages paſt , the ſweetneſles vaniſhed , 
leaſuresat an end , and all thy goods, 
Alle, haue left thee dying but only this 
vriefe, to hane belicuedthemto be true. 
Brutiſh Soules, who figh without ceaſe 
after the like paſſions, breake but the cruſt 
of your pleaſures, and cry you out with $4- 
lomon, how the delights of the world are full 
of {\moke, and tharall is vanity . He lodged 
within his Pallace 360. Concubines, or ra- 
therſo many Miſchtefes, which haue pur the 
{aluation of his ſoule in doubt. I wonder not 


Q4 aw bit 
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72 Thoughts of Eternity. 
awhit that they hood wincke .Licnie, ſor to 
blind our reaſon, for it were impoliible our 
harts thould ſo figh at all houres after thoſe 
images of dult, but in the blindnes where. 
to.the powers of our ſoule are reduced. O 
how a Loner elteemes himſelf happy to poſ- 
{elle che tauours of / his miſtreſle 1 He pre- 
terres this good before all thoſe of the earth 
beſides, And in the Violence of his paſſion, 
would he giue, as Adam, the whole Para- 
diic toran Apple, his Crowne fora glafſe 
of water , I would ſay, that which he pre- 
tends, for alitle ſmoke. He = the name 
ot Goddeſizto his Dame, as if this title of Ho- 
nout could be compatible with the Surna« 
me {he beares of Aiſerable. He adores not- 
withſtanding this Vicime, and-offers In- 
ccale to it yponthe (ame Aultar, where it 
is to be ſacrificed. His lenſes in their bru- 
tilhnes make their God of it; and his ſpirits 
touched with the ſame error authorize their 
Idolatry , without confidering this Idoll 
to b2a worke of Art, couered with a crult 
of Play ſter, full of purrifation, and which 
without intermiſſe reſums the firſtforme of 
Earth,in running to its end. Would theynor 


' fay now, this louer were a true Ixto7 who 


imbraceth but theClouds?for in themidſt of 
Ris pleaſures , death chavges his Body intoa 
| ſhadow 


Glory of Paradiſe. 73 
hadow full of dread and horrour , He be= 
cues he houlds in his Armes this ſame I- 
doll, dreiied yp with thoſe goodly colours, 
which drew his eyes {oin admiratio of her, 
& he ſees no more of her then the ruines of 
the-pourtraite, where the wormes begin al - 
rcady to take their tees . Away with theſe 
pleaſurs otthe fleth, fince all flethis but hay, 
& that death feruesnort himſelte of his Sith , 
but tomakea harueſt of it, which he cartyes 
to the Sepulcher, What Glory is there in the 
poſleſhon ot all the women in the worla, 
it the fayreſt that euer yet haue beene, are 
now butathes inthe Tombe? All the flow- 
ers in their teatures are faded as thoſe of the 
Meadowes, and the one ard other haue 1a- 
{ted but a Spring . Soules of the world, de- 
maund of your Eyes, what are become of 
thoſe obie&ts, which ſo often they haue ad- 
mired ? Aske your Eares to know , where 
are thoſe {weet Harmonies , which haue 
charmed them fo deliciouſly ? make you the 
{amedemaund of all your other Senſes, and 
they ſhall altogeather anſwere you in theic 
manner , how their pleaſures are vaniſhed 
ig aninſtant, as the' flaſh of a lightening ; 
and that they find nothing durable in the 
world , but griefe for the privation of the 
things which they loned . Admit you have 
Q5 all 
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74 Thoughts of Eternjty. 
all ſorts of. pleaſures ata wiſh;for how long 
tymeare they liketolaſt? It may be a mo- 
ment ,1t may bean houre z and would you 
fora little number ot ialtants, be rcigning 
ſo long in your vices? _ 

Thou fſcelt then , my Souls, how falſe is 
the Good of Greatneſle ; and that of Riches 
how imaginary tis. How they pleaſures of 
Banquets, full of Ales, dycin their ſpring, 
and the delights of the fleſh haue no other 
foundation then that ofcorruptis , Itis now 
tyme , my Soule, that [ let thee ſee (ſenſibly 
this difference that is betweene the con- 
tentmeants of the Earth, and thoſe.of Hea- 
uen, tothe end, that in the knowledge of 
their nature, the one ſo contrary to the 0s 
ther, thou maiſt ſhunne thoſe pleaſures that 
fly away , & {ighfor loue after the delights 
of Eternity . There is this difference (S. 4#- 
Luitine notes) betweene eternall & tranſito- 
ry things , that before we poſleſſe the tran- 
fitory goods, we paſſionately defire them; 
and from the tyme we enioy them, we fall 
ſenfibly to miſlike them. On the conury, 
the delire of eternall things we never thinke 
of ; yet from the tyme we poſſeſſe them, we 
are not capable of loue, but for them. Con- 
ſider alittle, you Mortals, what this is but an 
age of pleaſures, whoſe laſt moment ſeemes 

"0 
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Glory of Paradiſe .- 75 
to make ys forget all the others that wenr 
þeforezin ſuch wile, as there reſts bur a yayne 
Idea of the Tyme palt. Search you ſomwhatr 
curiouſly within the memory of ages, into 
that of dates, which haue xunne away, cout 
their hqures if you will; and you ſhall con» 
fefle zthat it ſeemes to you to be but yeſter- 
day , {ance our firſt Father Was chaſed out of 
the terreſtriall Paradiſe; ſo- true it is, that 
Tyme paſleth,and (wittly glideth away, 
The Sage Roman ſayd; T hat if to theſe 
long yeares we adde a great number of 0» 
thers ,and of all together make vp a Raigne 


of a life, the moſt happy that cuer yer bath 
beene ſeene, if we ned moſt deſtine a laſt 


day , to'performe the functals of all the o- 
thers , and ypon that day a' cettaine houre, 
and in this Ln the tait moment ; a great 
part of our life will go way in doing il}, the 
greater in doing nothing, and the whole in 
doing otherwiſe then our duty required . 
There is alwaies a thirſt of the delights of 
the world, and though we ſceme to quench 
the ſame in its puddle ſprings, yet is it but 
for a moment ;tor the heat wilbe renewing 
againe,and thedefire of drinking will preſſe 
vsthen more then ener. Vatye thy lelfthe, 
my Soule, from all the feelings of the Earth, 
znd with a pitch, full of loue, eleuate thy 

Thoughts 
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w6 Thoughtes of E teruiry. 
Thoughtesro this ſweet obigct of Eternity; 
If thou aſpireſt to Greatneiles , repreſent to 
thy ſelfe how the happy ſpirits trample'vn« 
der faot both the;Sua and Moone ; and all 
thoſe Starres of the Night , whoſe infinite 
number aſtoniſh our ſenſes. S. Paul was but 
Jifted to the third Heauen, and yer neuer-= 
theles could he not expreſſc, in hislanguage, 
the Meruayles which he admired. And S. 
Peter on the Mount Thabor, being dazeled 
through the glitcering of one ſole Ray, 
moſt confidently demaunds permiſſion of 
his Mayſter, to build in the ſame place three 
Tabernacles, hauing now quite forgot the 
Earth, as if it had neuer beene . AN 
Alas, O preatSaint, with whit exta- 
fies of ioy ſhouldeſt thou be accompliſhed 
in this ditine Bower of Eternallfelicityes, 
if one feeble refleQion of light, ſo rattithed 
thee from thy ſelf, as made thee breath ſo de» 
liciouſly,in a lyfe repleniſhed with clarity, 
as thou didſt putin oblition che datknes of 
the world where thou madeſt thy abode? 
What might thy Glory by now? To what 
point of happines might we ſeeme to tet= 
mineit? Thou poſſefſeſt the body, whoſe 
Shadow thou haſt adored; thou behouldlt 
yncouered that diuine Efſence, whoſe SplE- 
dot makes the Chetubims to bow the _—_ 
or 


tata Aiden vie Dee fweet vios 
Jences' ofies Ual . Indge with what fees 
_ ling 1: reverence thy folicity /, f theanely 
throughts thauc of them domake me happy 
only beforehand. The Kings ot the ele, 
my Soule ;eſtablich the coundativn of their 
Greatneftes vpo the large ſpaces of the carth; 
and all the carth-togeather is but a poynt in 
compariſon of Heauen. And therefore the 
onely obie&they haue in-their combats & 
riumphes; is\no other then that of the Co- 
quelt of this little" point, - 

Get forth then,my Soule, of its Circum- 
ference, fince thouart able to aſpire 1o' the 
poſſeſſion, not ofthe. world ( for it is bur 
t2- miſ ery.)bur of amanfion whole extent may 


ed nook mealured;, and whoſedelights are &- 
es, | ternalk. Wouldſt thou haue T rokes ? The 
ed {| Emperiall Heauen ſhall be thy foot-Roole. 


Je- Would thou haue Crownes ? The ſameof 
iImmortalt Glory ſhall enuiron thy chead . 
Wouldſt rhow Schptem ? Thow thalr have 
alwayes'ini thy hand a ſoueraignepower, 
which ſhall make thy deſires vaprofitable\, 
not knowin ng whit todeſireout of thy po- 
wer , Halt thou a defire ro haue treaſures? 
Glory and Riches erein thebowſe of our Lord: And 
nor this traſitory glory of the-world which 
chaunges into ſmoke , but ng oly 

zuine, 


o8  Thongbtsof Eternity | 
diuine;that depends notawhic ypon Tyme; 
and which reaches beyond-all ages « Not 
thoſe: riches of the Ocean ,; nor thoſe of the 
Land, which are ynprofitable in their ver= 
tre; & tull of weaknes in their powerzbut of 
Riches that haueno price , and which make 
thee owner of the Soucraigne Good; wher 
all ſorts of feliciryes are comprehended. If 
thou be delighted with Banquets , heare 
the Prophet what he ſayes; Lordyone day 4- 
lone affo ards more contentment mthy bouſe, then & 
whole age in the feaſts.of the world , The diuine 
tood wherewith the happy Spiritsare fed 
hath not in it ſelfe only theſe ſweetnefles-In 
quality, but it nature.- So'as, this is a yertue 
el{entiall to it, continually to-produce what 
ſocuer they way imagine inits chiefe perfe= 
Aion. We reiojceinthee, O Lord, tm remem- 
bring thy breaſts , « great deale more ſweet the 
. They write of Afuerus, that he raigned in 
In4fiz , ouer one hundred & twenty ſcauent 
Prouincecs, and that he made a Banquet in 
his Citty of 8«ſa,” which laſted an bundred 
and foureſcore,dayes , where he fer forth 
with Prodigality , all the Magnificences 
which Art:and Nature , with-common ac- 
cord could furnifh him, at the price of infinit 
Tiches. Bur theend otthis F ki blemitb 
| 18 
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Glory of Paradiſe, + 79 
16; | the Glory ofits beginning and continuancey 
of | for that all the pleaſures which dye, ate nor 
he Þ confiderablein their Birth, norin the courſe 
-r- || of their Reigne. Hencettis, my Soule, that 
of {| te only delights of theſe Banquets, which 
ke | the King of aw prepares tor thee, are 
worthy of thy defires , fince they ſhall laſt 

foran Eternity . Thoſe there have begunne 
ypon Earth, for to finiſh one day; and thefe 
heere ſhall beginne in Heauen for neucr 
to haue end. Some are borne , and dye in 
Tyme;and others are borne in Eternity to 
endure therein as long as it . Wouldſt thou 
lodge in Pallaces? The Rich bouſe of our Lord 
ihalbe the hab3tation of the 1u#. But what houſe 
do you belieue it is? Repreſent ynto thy ſelf, 
that when they enter into the Pallace of 
ſome Great Prince, they find the particular 
ſeates of all his Subies, before that of his 
dwelling . The like is it in this ſtately Pal- 
lace of the V niuerſe , which this Almighty 
King hath built with a word only, whereal 
hisCreatures make their aboad, as in certaine 
Tenemets which he hath deſtined tothem.. 
The Ayre ſerues them fora Cage, the Sea 
for a Fiſhpoole, the Forreſts for a parke,the- 
Champaignes for orchards, the Mountayns 
for their Towers, and the diuers Villages 
we as ſundry places of pleaſure , which 
| Kings 
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30 Thoughts of Eternity. 
Kings & Princes hold as tenantsof Time; | || co 
Walkethen boldly; my Soule , withig 
this vaſt Paliace of the'world, fince it 'is the 
place ofthy dwelling. The itarry' Heauen 
x the-fecling thereof z the Moone the torch 
of chenight, and the Sunne thatof the day 1 
the birds learne not to fing of nature butts 
charme thine eares, through the ſweet har- 
mony ot their warbling. The Sunne, the 44- 
1074, and the Zephjris take painesech one in 
Its turne to cultiuate the Earth, for to helpe 
nin the ſhouting forth of its delicat@Flo- 
wers, from whome beautitu}l 17ts hath robd 
the pourtaite of theit colotrs for to dreffeyp 
her Arke, whence it is that thine eyes cons 
tinually admire it; The trees ever ftooping 
ynder the burden oftheir fruits ; grow not 
but tor thy delight . The woods, they peo- 
ple their crunkes with leaues, of purpoſe to 
makethee calt the pleaſures of theit ſhades; 
in the chiefeſt of the heats . And the Rockes 
thougtrynſenfible, contribute to the per- 
feion oof thy contenrmet a thouſand good- 
Ly fountaynes, which with the murmur of 
their Pry , fetch ſleepe' into thy eyes, fot 
to charme (omerymes the: annoyes of thy 
life. The Meadowes doneuerſeeme to pre- 
fenct theimſelues to thee, bur with the coun- 
tenancc.of Hope, knowing well how it 

com- 


k 


. Glory of Paradiſe-: ': 

& ' {| comforts the whole world ; & its Champati- 
{ | gnes, as Witty to deceiue thee. , do hide their 
tceaſures;ynder goulden. Caſes, ro the end 
ro dazle thineeyes through the. glittering of 
ſo goodly a thew; | 
_ And now, my Soule, if in this Pallace 
where the Subies of him;who hath builc 
theſame, do ſoijourne, thouſeclt bur won» 
ders euery where; to What degree of admi- 
ation ſhalt, thou, berayſed, when. paſling 
{urther,thou diſcouereſt the dwelling of the 
{oueraigne Maiſter? Thou needſt but mount 
vpan elcauen ſtepsonely to behold the ſpa- 
ciouſnes ofthe place where is aflembled all 
his Court. Gothen faire;and ſoftly, becauſe 
vponeuery ſtep thou ſhalt bediſcouering of 
n:w-ubiects of wonder , and aſtonithment 
ar once. The firſt ſtep is the Heauen of the 
Moone, whereby palling only, thoutbalc 
admire theclarity wherewith it is adorned, 
togiue light roall thoſe that mount, which 
1; noted inthe Pallaces ofgreat men, where 
the Stayet-caſes are made very light-ſome. 
The Moone preſidsin the midſt of its Hea= 
u2n ,, and, within 1ts. Circle is it alwayes 
waxing and wayning', (where the diuine 
Philoſopher Plato hath eſtabliſhed the ſpring 
of the Ides's of all the things heere beneath; 
21d ther conſider how inthe ſpace of this, 
R | Cegree 
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82 Thoughts of Etermiy « 
degree might a thouland worlds be built. 
Theſccond Stayre is the Heauen of Mey. 
fury, Thethird , the Heauen of Venus . The 
fourth that of the Sunne ( names which the 
Altrologers aſligne yato the Heauens.)Co- 
template heere at leaſure , this Stare of the 
day, whoſe benigne influences do make the 
earth ſo fruitfull , & whole light giues pride 
tocoloutrs, and conſequently the vertue to 
all beautifull chings to become admirable, It 
was this very Sunne which Ioſue arreſted in 
tie midit of its Courſe , and which the Perſi- 
ans heeretofore haue adored, not conlide- 
ring the whileit was ſubiect to Eclypſes , & 
how it borrowed its light, and all its other 
eſſential}qualities from a ſoueraigne & ab- 
ſolute Cauſe , which had giuen it the Be« 
ing. 
>The fifth S:tayre is the Heauen of Mars, 
The ſixth of Inprter , and the ſeauenth of $«- 
turne. They eight Stayre is the Firmament, 
The ninth the Primum mobile. Stay heere a 
little, my Soule, ypon this Step, for to liſ- 
ten as you paſſe along to the ſweet Harmos 
ny of the mouing of the Hcauens, and of al 
that is in nature ; for by the ſwindge of this 
Heauen,, as with a Mayſter-wheele,are all 
the ſprings of the world mouecd, and are no 


otherwiſe capable of aRionthen through 
Its 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 83 
its mouing. But the motion iz ſo melodious 
through continuance, & through the 1ultnes 
of the correſpondency of all the parts with 
their ground , as Plato that great Philopher 
was not touched with any other deſire, the 
that of hearing this Harmony. 

The tenth Staire-is the Crittalline Hea« 
ven. Heereit 1s, my'Soule, where thy tee 
ling, and thy thooghts arc to be attentiue. 
This tenth Step is beyond the limits of the 
world. Thou beginſt but now , to enter in- 
to the Manſion of the Glory of thy Lord, 
mingle reſped heere amidit thy; joy, & i oine 
humility with thy contentments . Thou 
behold(t thy ſelf now illumined with ano- 
ther light, then that of the Sunne & Moone 
not ſuffering intermiſſion in its durance. It 
ſhines alwayes, and thou maieſt know in 
the neere admiration of its diuine Clarity , 
the price of the delights it communicars to 
thee. Let vs finiſh our voyage, and mount 
we now to the Emperiall Heauen , whi- 
ther 8, Paxl was rapt, & where he ſaw won- 
ders , Which had no name; where he taſted 
Sweetneſles , whoſe 1dea's are incomprehe- 
ible; and where hetelc pleaſures, whereof 
his yery Senſes could not talke , euen when 
they had the vſe of ſpeach. Bur thou mayeſt 


yet cry with $. Stephen, bow thou ſeeſt the Hea- 
R 2 uens 
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| 84 Thoughts of Eternity . 

ens open: for now behold thee ypon the laſt hc 
ſtep , and at the gate of that great Emperia] 
Heauen, 

It is not permitted thee, my Soule, to 
enter into a place fo holy and ſacred; do ij '' 
thou only admire by order, the Porch with« 
our, and the infinite greatnes of the miracu- I \* 
lous wonders there, whence all the Saints,  ”" 


iaceflantly publith the Glory of the Omni. th 
potent who hath wrought them. Contem- Ii 
plare the perfect Beauty of the Angels, cch ( 
onein his Hierarchy, that of the Archan- I ” 
gels, that of Powers, that of the Vertues, that I * 
of the Principalities, that of the Dominati- £ 
ons ,and that ofthe Seraphims , with this I} 
Aſtoniſhment to behold how in clarity they 4 


furpaile the Sunne, Admire all the happy 
Spirits , ech one ſeated in the Throne of i 
Glory which he hath merited, the Virgins , 


the Confellours, the Martyrs , the Apoltles, tl 
the Prophets, and the Patriarches, being ray= th 
ſed all to the degrees of Felicity, which they V 
haue purchaſed. | pt 

Repreſent vnto thy ſelfe beſides , the in- I} 
comparable happines, wherewith the Im- Þ} *' 
maculate Virgin Mother of our Saviour, is n 


accompliſhed. Caſt thine eyes ypon her 
Throne, and cnen rauithed in aſtoniſhment 


of 2er Greatneſfles, publiſh with confidence || / 
how 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 
how they are without compariſon, and that 
the Sun , the Moone, and all the Starres are 
of a matter to vile, and profane for her to 
tread ypon.. And if thou wilt becaſting thy 
view vpon the Tabernacle of thy God, do 
thou ſhroud it from the flaſh of his 12yes, 
vader the Robe of the Cherubims ; and be- 
ingrauiſhed as they , inthe dazeling where 
they breath accomplithed withal ſorts of fe- 
licityes , adore the diuine Obie of their 
Glory:And while thine eyes, ſhalbe taſting, 
in their faſhion, the delights which are toad 
in the admiration of things perfectly fayre, 
l:nd thine eares to that {weet harmony , 
wherwith al thoſe happy Spirits make vp a 
Conſortin finging without ceaſe, Holy, Ho+ 
ly, Holy 1s our Lord; the Heauens, and Earth are 
of I filled with the matey of bis Glory, 

5, O diuine melody ! How powetrtull are 
es, | ©"y ſtreynes, ſince through our thoughtes 
y- | !2<y make thelſelues ſoſenfibleto ourharts! 


* * 


ey | Vich how many different plcaſures,and all 


perfectly extreme, artthou rauithed now, 

nn. | ySoule | With what:raumſhments of Ioy 
mn. ©} 2:t thou tranſported beſides thy ſelfe? In 
:- | Whatſ{weetextaftes artthou not wadering £ 
\er | After what ſort of goods , canſt thou ſeeme 
nt || '9aſpireynto? Thou beholdeſt all Great- 
ce || ®clies intheir Tarones, Riches in their my- 
WW R 2 nes 
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86 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
nes, Glory in its Element , and the Vertyey 
1a their Empire. Thou taſte(tthe true Con- 
tentments, in their purity, after a manner 
ſodiuine , as thou polleſleſt all without de- 
ſicing any thing; & yetneuertheles not all, 
fince the obiect of thy delights is infinite; 
which makes thee talt new Sweetneſles, 
notinthc order of increaſe of pleaſure, but 
;n that of the accompliſhment of the reſt, as 
being al wayes perteRly content . 

Nor yet 1s this all , my Soule, to make 
thee admire, in 1de4, the Meruailles of all 
theſe diuine obieRts of glory, and offelicity, 
It behoues me now to repreſent ynto thee 
beſides, the ſtrayte vnion that 1oynes the 
happy Spirit wich his ſoueraigne Good, I 
would fay, the Soule with God. But how 
may it be done ? God cannot produce a Spe- 
c:es, or an Image of himſelfe , which is able 
to repreſent him , in regard the Spectes and 
the Imageare alwayes more pure, & more 
{imple thenis the Obie whence they pro- 
ceed. Now, what Species, or Image may be 
purer, and morefpiritual] then God ? Beſi- 
des that, all the Species, and all the Images 
are{odetermined inthe forme of the thing 
they repreſent, as they cannot ſeeme to re- 
preſent another. Andirt is true, that God is 
Rota thing determinate, becauſe it hath not 

a particular 


Glory of Paradiſe. 7 
2 particular Being, ſeparated from others; in 
ſuch (ort, as he eminently conteynes echt 
thing, as the Apoſtle ſaith , Portans omni4 
yerbo yertutts ſue, There is no Spectes , which 
15 able to determine this God indeterminate; 
there is no Imagecreated , or produced that 
can repreſent this God increated. Hence it 
1s that God canot ynire himſelf ro the Soule 
through a Speczes or Image , as we do other 
things. The Deuines oy, that God vnites 
himſelfe to the Soule, per ſe, really; & they 
call this vnion, per modum ſpectes. But tor to 
cleere the ob(cuiity, which is in all this my- 
ltery, you muſt note,thatfwhen as God yni- 
tes himſelfe to the Soule, he eleuates the 
ame toa being which is ſupernaturall and 
divine. In ſomuch, as it reſebles God him- 
ſelfe; not (o, as it Jooſeth its proper Eſſence, 
but within the pertetio wherto it 1s eleua- 
ted, it deriues from the Obie which comu- 
nicates to it,al the glory that it poſſeileth , 4: 
relatios to his fimilitude;inſuch ſort as in 1e- 
garding this happy- Soule, they behold God. 
Morzeouer , it may be ſaid more cleerely, 
that God ynites himſelf to the Soule in ſuch 
mannerzas the Fire, is vnited tothe Iron : & 
foraſmuch as the Fire; as agent , is more no= 
ble then the Iron, it conuertes the Iron into 
is ſemblance, with ſo much perfetion , as 
R 4 one 
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$8 Thoughts of Eternity 

one would ſay , the Iron had chaunged' its 

proper forme into that of the Fire , yet not- 

withitanding the Iron loofeth not awhit 
of its eflence. "Now this vnion of Fire' 
vith Iron isa real vnion , per ſe, and not 

through Specres, nor through lmage.So God 


who1scalled fie ( Deus nefter 19945 tonſumens . 


eft) is ynited to cur Soule, per ſe, really, and 
receyuing the ſame into himſeite, reduceth 
ittoa being (upernaturall, and deified; in 
{o much as it ſeemes to be no more a\Soule 
but God himſfelte. A verity , which S. Tobs 
publiſheth when he ſaith, we 5halbe" ths vmo 
him. From the Tyme, thara Soule is ynited 
with God, he iliumines i with a light of 
glory, tothe end it may ſee him;and conte- 
plate himat its pleaſure, and with him all 
things which are in him, formally and eminen- 
tly ( 10 vſethetermes of the Schoole-men ;) 
in ſo much , as it1s 1gnoratof nothing with- 
in the perte&tion of us wiſedome. 

O admirable Science ! Then ſhallit be, 


when it ſhall cleerely ſee within the Abyſles 


o! diuine (ecrets, that which God did before 
hecreated the world . How he produced c- 
ternally another himſelte ,'without multi- 
plication of Deities, and how b:tweene the 
producent, and the perſon produced , pro- 
cceds an eternall ioue of him whoengenders 
and 


and of him who isengendred , which 1s this 
adorableTrine-ynity. It ſbal ſec befides how 
this God, being engedred Eternally in him» 
ſclfe without mother , might be borne once 
on carth ot the moſt glorious Virgin with- 
out Father. With what Prouidence he go- 
uernes all things; with 'what Goodnes he 
created Man; & with what Loue he redee- 
medhim . How he 1uſtifies inuifibly with- 
out forcing the liberty z How the works of 
his Luſtice accord with/thoſe of his mercy; 
How he ſaues through his grace ; How he 
leaues them reprobate without fault ; How 
his infallible Science agrees without the 
Contingency of things; How rhe Predeſti- 
nate may damne himſelte, and the Repro- 
bate be ſaued, though the Science of God 
remaynealwaies infallible, and immurable 
251tis . The yerity of all theſe ſecrets ſhalbe 
repreſentedto its eyes, more cleexs then the 
Sunne. 4 
O what Science, my Soule,' or rather 
what incomparable felicity proceeds from 
all theſe ſundry pleaſures ? When ſhall this 
be, that thoucryeſt ouc with the Queene of 
S4ba,ſpraking to thy Lord, in lyke manner 
as the ſpake ynto Salomon : What wiſedome 
isthine, O great King, what glory , and 
what magniticence admire they” in thy 
R 5 King- 
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yo Thoughtes of Eternity. 
Kingdome? What Cicty is this ſame, reple. 
niſhed with ſo many goods; what delicious 
meates and what precious wines, do they 
taſt atthe table of thy banquets ? What luſtre 
of greatnes appeares , in all thoſe , that at- 
tend ypon thee ? Renowne may well pu- 
bliſh thy prayſes in all places of the Earth, if 
al the Heaues together are not large inough 
£0 conteynethe rumour of them. O happy 
Spirits, who reigne in the manſion of this 
aImmortall glory ! | wondernot awhit , at 
yourſorrampling vnder foot the Crownes 
and Sceprters of the world,in iuſt pretenfion 
tothe felicity you polletſe. What fires, what 
torments , and what new puniſhments, 
would not one ſuffer ſor to purchaſe this ſo- 
ueraygne good, where repoſeis ſodurable? 
Gibbecs, Hangmen, & all the inſtruments 
of Death, areas ſo many Trophies of the 
glory, which ſucceeds ſhame and payne. O 
how theſe diuine word of $. Auguitin, do 
cauſe aſweet melody to reſound, while he 
{ayes ; Let thedeuills prepare me from henceforth 
& many ambushes as they will ,let them addreſſe 
the lit aſiaults of their power to encounter me ; 
tet faſtings macerate my body ; let Sackgloth and 
Culices torment my flesh : let tnibulations op= 
Preſſe me vnder therr weight + let the long vigulls 


horten my lyfe ; let bira there giue affronts of hu 
Con - 
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Glory of Paradi( 9r 
contempt, and beere of bis cruelties , let cold frees 
tbe bloud within my veynes , letthe ſcorching of the 
Sun tanne me , let ts parching reduce me mio ashes; 
let aches cleane my bead im peeces , let my bart re- 
uolt agaynſt my Soule , my viſage looſe ts colouy, (+ 
all thepartsof my body ſtoope to their rume ; let me 
yield my lyfe to the ſuffering of divers torments ; let 
my dayes ſlide away mueeping & contimuull teares; 
and let the wormes, in fine , take bouldof my flech, 
and the corruption of my bones : All this would be 
nothing to me, ſo 1 might enzoy Eternall Repoſe in 
the day of Tnbulation. 

I will belicue it, O great Saint: for what 
is3t to endure altheeuils of the world with- 
in Tyme, for to poſleſle all deſirable goods 
inthe bower of Eternity ! O ſweet retiden- 
ce, where loy eternally endures, and where 
delights are immortal] ! Where nothing is 
ſeene but God; where they know nothin 
but God ! If they thinke, it is of Godzit they 
deſire, itis God himlelte. And how beit the 
harts do there ſigh without ceaſe for loue, 
thoſe fighes proceed not, but from the con- 
tentments of fruition , where Louc al waies 
remaines In 1ts perfection . Let Antiquity 
vaunt as much as it will of the Temple of 
Thefaly, of the Orchards of Adonts , of the 
Gardens of Heſperides , of the pleaſures of the 
fortunate llands: Let Poets JED theplea» 


{ures 
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Cures of their El:z24n fields , and: let humane | : 
Imagination atlemble in one ſubiect what. || ; 
{ocuer is more beautiful and delicious in na= |} ; 
eure, & they thall findin effect that all is but 
a vayne Ide4, in compariſon of the immor- 
tall pleaſure of this Seat of Glory, Let them |} c 
imagine a Quireof Syrens,and let them ioy- || | 
nethertoin Conſort both the harpe of Or- ÞÞ 1 
pheas, and the yoyce of Amphion; Let Apollo Nl c 
and the Mules likewiſe be there to beare a fl © 
part : all this melody of theſe conſorts were || | 
but an ircklome noyſe of Windes & Thun- || } 
ders in compebiAty of the diuine harmony 
of Angels. Let them make a Perfume of all 
what Sweets ſoeuer that Arabia & Saba hath 
had, let the Sea'cotribute therto all its Amber, 
and the flowers all their Balme; ſach a pertu- 
m2 notwithſtanding would be buta ſtench || x: 
& infe&ion, in regardof the divine odours, þf 1 
Which are encloſed in the Emperialll Hea- | o 
uen. c| 
O hows. Par had reaſon to'dye of loue, || :: 
rather theft griefe, in his proſengation tot 
review the felicity Which he admired in his Þ| 
rauiſhment! I defireto dyean my ſelf ,fortogoto || 1 
l:ue in him, whom 1 loue a great deale more then my || © 
ſelfe, ſayd he,at all ſeaſons, O ſweet death, || y 
to dye of Lone, but yet the{yfemore ſweet, || y 
that makes this Lous erernall ! Me thinkes || 
tne 
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the ſad accets ot that great King Dauid ſtrike 
nine cares, When he cryed outaloud, This life 
10 menstedious m the abſence of my Lord . This 
Prince pollefled the goods of the Earth [in 
aboundance, and Greatneiles and Pleaſures 
equally enuironed the Throne of his abſo- 
lute Power: in fuch fort,as he had all things 
to his harts content. But yet for all that, hc 
could not chooſe but be trobled in the midſt 
of the delights of his Court, ſince ſo we ſee 
his hart to ſend yp ſighs of Sorrow vato 
Heauen,toliue ſo long a tyme on Earth, 
What ſayſt thou now, my Soule, of the 
Greatnelles & Magnificences of this divine 
Pallace, where Honour, Glory, and all the 
Mateſties together expoſe to view whatſo- 
cuer elsthey haue more precious and more 
rare : Where Beauty appeares in its Throne 
1n company of its graces , of its {weetneſles, 
of its baytes , of its allutements, and of its 
charmes ; where, with power alwayes ado- 
;ableit attracts the eyes to its admiration, 6 
through a yertue, borne with it , ſubdues 
their lookes to the empize ot its perfections. 


In ſuch fort , asthe eyes cannot loue but its 


obiect after admiring it , they are ſo raken 
with the meruailes, wher with it abounds': 
where Goodnes exerciſing its {oueraigne 
power forges new chaines of loue to oo 

the 
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94 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
the harts vnto it; and after hauing made g 
conquelt ot them, it nouriſheth them with 
a food ſodelicious, as they neuer breath but 
of ioy,tranſporting them wholy in the acco« 
pliſthment of their felicity . In ſuch ſort, my 
Soule, asall the pleaſures together being e- 
leuated in their firſt purity are there foundta 
be collected intheir onige, tothe end theSpr. 
rit might neucr be troubled to ſeek itsdeſires, 

Conſider the difference that is betweene 
the Contentments of the Earth, and thoſe 
of heauen;I would (ay, thoſe of the Pallace 
where Creatures make thcir aboad , and of 
thoſe where the Omnipotet lodgeth. Thou 
haſt ſeene within this firſt Pallace, the Mea- 
dowes enamelled with owers/the Cham- 
paygnes Couered with rich harueſts , and 
the Valleys peopled with a thouſand broo- 
kes ; but thele ſpring vp at the peeping of 
the Aurora, and wither at its ſetting, Thele 
harueſts ferching their being from corrup- 
tion, returne in an inſtant to their firſt be- 
ginning , atter they haue runne daunger,to 
ſerue as a prey to tempelts, and difport to the 
Winds. And theſe Brookes, feeble in their 
yercue , may well moderate the ardour of a 
yehement thirſt, bar not quench it wholy, 
ſince the fire thereot al wayes renewes from 
ts alhes.; On the contrary, within this cele- 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 
ſtiall houſe, the Lyllies wherewith the Vie 
oh gins are crowned , and the Roles which 
ue | *fÞ< Martyrs weare equally on their head, re- 
- | mayne alwayes diſcloſed as if they grew 
continually. The haruelits there are eternall, 
©. | & in behoulding them, their diuine nature 
It, | Path this property, that it fatiates the Souls 
pi- through the eyes, aftcr ſo perfecta manner, 
res, | 35 tis rautthed in itsrepele., The Fountay- 
ne | <5 are of bottomleſle Springs of all the im- 
ofe | nortall delights that may fall vnder the 
ace | k2owledge of the ynderſtanding ; & how- 
| of | Þcitthey quench not thirſt , yer haue they 
\on | powerto doit : but to make their ſweet- 
ye, neſles more ſenſible , they entertayne the 
\m- || Sougth within their Soules, without dif- 
and | quictnes ,to the end, that being allwayes a 
o0- | ry With athirlt of Joue full of pleaſure, they 
o of | May alwayes drinke, that ſo without ceaſe 
heſe || they may reſt contented. 
up- Within that firſt Pallace the chaunting of 
\ be. $"< Birds did charme thine eares; and with- 
| 1 this heere the ſweet muſicke of the Angels 
raulſheth Spirits . Within that tereſtriall 
dwelling, the Spring, the Summer, & Au- 
tunme were inceflanily occupied in produ= 
cing thy pleaſures, & inthis celeſtial bower 
an Eternity accompliſheth thee, withalf the 
goods wherto imaginatig may attain. There 
beneath 
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96 Thoughtes of Eternity, 
beneath had you divers houſes of pleaſure 
for to waikein, and heere on high, the'firſt | 
thought of a defire is able to build a num- [| 
ber without number , within the ſpaces of | 
the Heauens, with a perteRion of an inc6- || + 
parable-Beauty ./Soas if thou be delighted 
with the Courts of the Kings and Princes || * 
of the world, to behold the Greatneſfes that! 
G 
] 


attend ypon themzrurne away with a trice 

the eyes of thy memory from thoſe little 
Brookes ofa tranfirory Honour, &a&mire' 
this incxhauſtible Ocean of the immortall {| \ 
Glory of the Heauens, where all the happy © 
Soules are engulted, without ſuffering ſhip» { 
wrack. Be thou the Ecchothen, my Soule, of j'' 
thoſe diuine words of the: Propher Dauid, 1 
when he cryed out fo, in the extremiry off” 
his languor ; Even as the Hart defires the currtt 
of thel:aing waters, ſo, O Lord, 1s my ſoule 4 thiritÞ® 
«jler you , as being the only fountatne, where I'ma 
quench the ſame . FP 
Thou muit needs, my Soule, ſurrenderſ'* 
tothe Atlaults of chis veriry , ſo ſenfible, as]? 
there is nothing to be defired befides this ſo- 
ueraigne good , whoſe ajlurements mak 
our harts to ftgh atall howers ; How beauti-Þ" 
full are your Eternall Pauillions ? and how excee- a 
dingly am I enamoared withthem ({Gairh the ſamef * 
Prophet ? ) My foale f.zznts, and 1 am rapt __ 0 
fa 


It 
an 


hy if ——_ 
raſy , when 1 thmke 1 ball one day 
God facets face. © incomp wats tel! 
be able to co otemplare the * adotable: _— 
ons of an Omniporent ! To behou!d withe 
out Wincking \, the ditiine Beauty of him; 


ſe]te! Not to breath burthe aire of - his Grate 


] afford the namesot pleaſures to theſe cons 


in theit dazeling, tor the tementy they haue 
not credible, chatchs Jeaſt feflexion of the 


make vs blind, in puniſhment, forglauncing 
on'an obieR ſo infinitely rayſed aboue our 
Power? Info much as whatſoeuer is in E- 
«*ndet ternity can admit no compariſon, with that 
le; asÞhich is coprehended in Tyme. The Feli- 
5c ſo.F101Es Of Paracile cannot berepreſented in 
makeP”Y falhion ;/ becauſe the Spirit cannor ſo 
auri:much as carry its thoughtesro the fiiit degie 


2cees f theirdiuinehabitation. Hence it is that S. / 


CGmeP 1 cryed out, That the eye bath neuer ſeene the 


eal (ocuer 


Al bog 


who hath created all the goody things that” 
ate! T6 liue alwaies with him,and in bifn- 


and notio figh, but that'of his Love ! Shall 
tentments, whiles 2} tlic delights of the” 
world ate as ſenſible dolouts, incompariſo- 
of them ? For if it be true, that a flath of a' 
feeble Ray , ſhould cauſe our eyes ro Weepe 
had to regard very ſtedfaſtly its light; is ir 


civine; brightnes of the Heauens , ſhould! 


n' ex-[* 91) whith God hath Ol for the iufh, Whats 
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ſocuet Saints haue {aid heerof may not be ta- 
ken tor ſo much, as a meere delineation of its 
Image. And when. the Angels thould even 
deſcend frothe Heauens to [peake toys ther- 
of , whatſocuer they were abletoſay, were 
not the [eaſt portio of that web it is. It is wel 
knowne that Beatitude coſiits in beholding 
God; and thatin-his viion, the Soule doth 
find its ſoueraigne good; yet for al that, were 
this as good, as to ſay nothing : for howbeit 
one may imagine a thing {weet, agreeable 
and perfectly delicious.in the contemplatis 
of this diuine Eflence; yet were it impolſlible 
tais. good imagined , ſhould haue any, man- 
ner of rejation with the Soueraigne, which 
is inſeparable tothis: Glory. Let vs ſearch 
within the power of Nature, the extreme 
pleaſures , which it hath produced in the 
world hitherto from our Natiuity ,, and 
their Flowers ſhalbe changed at. the ſame 
tym2 into thornes, if but compared to thoſe 


plants of Felicicy which grow. in the Hea-' 


vens. Gold, Pearles, the Zepbyruc,the Aurora, the 
Sunne, the Roſes, Amber, Muske, the Voyce & 
Beauty, with all the ſtrangallurements that 
Art can produce, for to. charme our ſenſes 
with, & torauith our Spirits, are but meerc 
Chimera's, and vaine ſhadowes of a body of 
pleaſure, formed.through dreames ,in "- 


yy 


— a. aan” mon Ame) od. on 2 ea mo. oc eas. ao as aca Do CD. Aeon Rs. .<COOc wc ffﬀow 


WB ic vX axa --©> 


3 Pk _ OTOI0TT 7 be 
I - 4 Wo £ %* i Tk 
F 


} F 
© L "© = - Ky A 
#34 , "oh... - 4 > 
8 "is | . ” * % 
S - ro OL \ : FE 
"s I FF. w' 


Glory of Paradi 


— > i CK. « DN Levibs þ. 
* 
4 
/e 4 g 


lity, to.the leatt obiet of contentmet which 
they receive in Paradiſe. Which makes me 
repeate againc thoſe {weet Words With, S, 
Paul, When hall it be, Lord, that 1dy to my ſelfe, 


forto go inein you? And with that great other 


Prophet; Iangusb, o Lord,in expedation 1o ſee 
Journ the manſion of your Eternall glory, ' _ 
What Contentment,, my Soule; to lee 
God: Ifthe only thought of this good fo ra- 
uith vs with ioy;- what delights muſt the 
Hope produce, and with: what felicities are 
they notaccomplithed in its poſſeſſhon? The 
Spirit.is al wales In exraſy , the. Soule in ra- 
uithment , and theſenſes in a perfect ſatiety 
of their appetits. Diſſolue then, © Lord, this ſoule 
from my body , for 1 dye alwaies through ſorrow of 
not dymg ſoone 1novgh , for to go to live with you . 
When as thoſe two faithful] Meſſengers 
brought equally betweene their thoulders 
that ſame goodly bunch of Grapes from the 
land of Premiſe, the fruit ſo mightily encou- 
raged the people of Iſrae}l;to the Conqueſt 
thereof, which had produced the ſame, that 
all fella Gghing in- expectation of the laſt 
Triumph: Let vs turne the Medall, and ſay 
that S: Stephen and 8. Paulare thoſe two fai- 
thfull Meflengers of this.-land of Promiſe. , 
ſince both of them have taſted of the fruit, & 
haue brought to Mortals the happy newes 


S2 thereof, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


1600 Thoughts of Eternity 7 
thereof. Soas if in effet we would behold 
ahother Grape, let vs mount with S. Peter 
vp to the MoungThabor , where our Sauiour 
made the Appatition,through the fplendour 
of the Glory which enuironed him. And it 
isto be noted they were two to bring this 
fruit , fince there were two Natures vnited 
to one Perſon only. So as, my Soule, if cu- 
riofity and doubt tranſport thy Senſes to bee 
hold the body of thoſe beaurtitull Shadowes 
of Glory which I repreſent ro thee; harketo 
$. Stephen , while he aſſures thee that he ſaw 
the Heauens open. Lend thine eare to the 
diſcourſes of $. Paul, when he ſaith, How all 
which he had felt of ſweets and pleaſures' in 
that bower of felicity,cannot be expreſſed, 
becauſe it cannot be comprehended. 

The defire which S. Peter had to build 
three Tabernacles ypon this mountayneall 
of ']ight, enforceth theeto giue credit, and 
belieue through this ſhew of fruit, that the 
ſoyle that beares it, abounds in wonders. 
And that thus weareto paſfe the Red-ſea of 
torments and of paynes , Within the Arke 
of the Croſſe of 6ur Savjout,for to land art 
the Port of all thoſe fclicities. "They are put 
to ſale, my Sovnle; foas if thou ſhouldeſtſ:y 
to me, what ſhold be giuen to buy the ſame; 
demaund them of thy Creatour, fince he ir 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 107 
zs that firſt (cr KA. vpon them,on the moe 
Calnary. T he money for them , is Patience 
io aduerfity; Humility in Grearneſſes, Char 
* | tity in preſenceof prophane. obiects ,. and 
finally the'Exerciſe of all yertwes together, 
in the world, where Viceſo abſolutely rei- 
gneth. And if thou wilt. buy the withthat 
Money which is moſt currant, and wherof 
God himſelfe made vſe, thou art to-take thee 
'3 |} co the Scourges, the Nayles, the Thornes, 
and the Gaul, and by a definitiue ſentence 
to condemnethy lyteto the ſufferance of 2 
'C | chouſandeuills. 


ll Burt let it not troublethee awhit to pro- 
" nounce this Sentence agaynſt thy ſelfe : for 


if thou calt thy ſelte_ into the burning for- 
nace of diuine loue, thou ſhalt find thethree 
Innocents there, in copany with the ſonne 
of God, where forto ſing forth his glory, 
thou ſhalt beare. thy part, If thou caſt thy 
{elteinto the Seaof thy teares , lonas ſhalbe 
affording thee roome within his little Ora- 
tory, for to, publiſh togeather the diuine 
mernailes of the Omniportent. If thou cru- 
cifieſtallthy Paſſons,Ss Peter willend thee 
another halte of his Croſſe, to participate of 
his Triumphy ſo as in the extremeſtdolours, 
ſhalt chou be taſting the extremeſt delight, 
What may happen to thee in thy ſufferaces 

S 3 worle 
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102 Thoughts of Eternity. | 
worſe thei Death? Ah, what is mote*glo- 
rio0s then to ſuffer and dy forloue ! 'Andaf- 
ter God, what \may._we loue befideshim ? 
What may wedefire;, fiace* his 'diaine pre- 
ſence very perfe&ly fils vs,aſwell'wich hap- 
pines as with Glory ? it we muſt needs be 
ſtoned, as'S. Stephen was, whar'ioy to haue 
our Soute enforced to go forth of the body 
wrt the ſtrokes of flints, that thoſe vety 
ſtones mightſerueas Stayres to mount yp to 
Heauen by? '' 4 - "4 
IE we be to be laied on thegtidiron asS. 

L 44rence was, ſhall we ſeeme to complaine 
_ azainlt the fire, for reducing'vs to'athes , 
\while weare bur aſhes our ſelues? Ahd then 
a Hart whict is truly'amonurous, dorh burne 
ot itſelte; in ſuch wiſe , as the flames of the 
world”, cannot” bur help it to dy readily, 
which is all it deBres Tf we' be drawne in 
peeces with foure/hotſes, as'S; Hyppolitus was, 
are tliey not ſweet ſtreynes of pleaſure, ra- 
therthen of payneforto'haue the'lite fnat- 
cned away With the armes and legs, forthe 
Glory ot him whs6hath created the Soule 
of that body ? And beſides, whar an honour 
was itto 8. Hyppdlitus to ſee his Spirit carried 
ona triumphant Chariot, fo drawne with 
foure horſes to the Pallace of Ecernity ? It 
one ſhould bc Alaaed with S. aa 

44S (he Wat 


-_ Glorf'of Partdiſe. ©, top 

o. | what a happines,trow you, would it be to 
if. | bim, wholiuing but of theloue of God, thold 
n 2 | behould this amorovs lite , by a thouſand 
:o- | wounds, to abandon Natureirt ſelfe? & atter 
hauing made of his bloud a Sea of loue, to 
{ynd ou its waters the port of Eternall ioy? 
if theythrow vs downe headlong, from a 
pinnacle of the Temple, as S. Iames was, 
how ſweet a thing to be oppreſſed ynder 
the weight of this Crofle! Should we haue 
ſo little courage amidſt ſo many companidgs, 
who with their bloud haue tracked: ys out 
the way. of glory. - 200 
The Pagans who euen buryed their ho: 
pes in their Tombe; not pretending other 
good , then that of a vayne Renowne'; 
hauelerys ſee ſome kind of magnanimity m 
their ations; for What(oeuer horronr' and 
amazement Death may - have with it}; yer 
could it-not daunt them awhit, tilFthe1aſt 
thocke of its aſſaults.\Mytias yanquiſhtd'the 
fire with. one hand, which yanquithed all 
things in ſeeing it detioured with irs flames, 
without being moucd'with it . Ruti/us told 
his country in his exile Socrates drunke y 
a glaſſe of poyſon to the health of His Spi- 
rit, for to giue teſtimony to his friends; that 
he was not ſicke of the'feare of death . And 
Cats, he made of his boſome a ſheath for his 
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poynard,” Ah) and what !:3hall all theſe 
'Soules of the-world hane offercd ſuch glori+ 
ous triumphs to yertue without knowing 
k.;and we trample.its Aultars, and profane 
irs. Temples, atier we haue adored them } 
for though all be impoſſible ro,þaſe Spirits, 
yet ageneraus hart.can do all. Whataſbame 
wete it tor thee, my Soule,to flythoſe pe+ 
ris that giue Crownes ?caſt chou pot bold+ 
ly thruit thy ſclfe pell-mell into. a throng of 
ren thouſand crucified, fitry thouſand bes 
headed, an hundred. thouſand: rent with 
Scourges , two hundred thpuſand:;ouer- 
whelmed, & murderd with ſeveral} puniſh- 
ments, wherein cruelty exerciſed its tyran= 


\cligious who have happily yielded vp 
hetrliera the rigorous aulterities of a.num- 
ber prichorragmhes of dolours? And final= 
ly of ewo Millions of holy Soules,, all: a= 
crificed onthe Aultarof the Croſle ?-. 

'- Dareſt thoy gatoParadiſe, by.a way all 
ſtrewed with roſes, knowing: thy Sauiour 
$9: haue paſſed by thatiof Thornes ? What'a 
ſhame 1s1t for thee, ta/beiin Paradiſe alone 
Without having ſuffered a licle ewl for him, 
who ſhould beitow ſo. much good vpon 
thee ? What wonder. ſhines in this: diuine 


Thought , that -he who hath created the 
a world 


y2,0t amillion of poore Hermits , and of 
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Qlory of Paradiſe. Iog 
world , hould hbaue ſuffered all the: euills 
therof tor xecompence?. He hath made the 
Thotnes togrow., for to crowne his head 
withall. He bath formed in the Earth-the 
mines of lxon,, for to torge the nayles; and 
with the. liberal had of his-Prouidence, hath 
he watered the trees, which turniſhed the 
lewes with thoſe ſtakes wherunto be was 
tyed;andat the ſame tyme fed, & protected 
the talſe, witnefles that accuſed him; the lud+ 
ocsthatcondemned him, and the Executio+ 
ners who tormented him... It is true, inthe 
order of his iuſtice, he condemned 4deam; to 
death , and 1athe order of his-loue he exe- 
cutes the, Sentence vpon his owne lyte, He 
would haye-miſenestoreigne inthe world 
bur it, was butfor himlelfe; tince he bath ſuf- 
tered them altogether. |) | 11+: 

 Soag,my Soule, if in the extremity.of 
thy Sorrowes , the feeblenes of thy courage 
ſhould makethee to letfal ome complaint, 
zurne thy tageto the Crofle-ward to admire 
the.gloxy which is inſeparable to it « One 
cannot, go-from one extreme! to,another, 
without pafling through. the midſt;I would 
ſfay', that fromthe Paradiſe of the Earth, we 
cannot aſcend to thatot Heauen , without 
palling through the fire, which is that midi} 
where weare neceflaril , to be putified, like 
| 5 as 
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x06 _ Thonghts of Eternnty  _ 
as gould in the fornace. Bur ſitice the gene. 
rousare more animated through Hope of 
Recompence, thenteare of payne ; be thou 
rouched , my Soule, with the {weert feelings 
of the feliciry which is promiſed ys, rather 
then with the rigour of the Flames which 
are prepared. Thou' would yield to Loue 
ratherthen to Force, to the end thy: defires 
be not mercinary. And repreſent to thy ſelfe 
that as the puniſhmeats of theguilty are e- 
teraal;ſoarelikewile the ioyes of the bleſſed 
immorcll. After the taſting of 'a thouſand 
yeares of pleaſures, they haue not yet begun: 
after an hudred thouſand yeares of reſt, they 
find cheſclues in the firit moment according 
to,our manner of {peaking . Aftera hundred 
thoulands of millions of yeares of content- 
ments of ioy & felicity ,they are alwaies in 
the firſt point of theirhappines,with ſo per- 
feR aioy of the knowledge, as they do no» 
thing but reioyce in thoſe delights. In ſo 
much, as cuen as long-as God*ſhalbe God, 
ſhall theGlory laſt, where the happy Spirirs] ] 
are filled with al ſorts of pleaſures, and con-f t 
ſequently for euer. ODBC 73365 16; 

O Eternity, how profound are thy Abyſles!J 7 
The Imagination cannot ſinke its plummet | 
into the bottome of the , bur is al waies grierf ;; 


ged co haue loillemployed its Tyme. Afterf { 
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Glory of Paradiſe. 107 
it hath-thought all its lite on the meruailes, 
or rather on the miracles, which are enclo- 
{ed within thy labyrinthes, irdtes in theim- 
potency of approaching to the entry. This 
Dedalus hath'no thred, this Carriere hath 
no itop, this Circumterence hath noCenter, 
northis Linea point . Eterniry texmines-t0 
God alone, & God aloneto Eternity. O in+ 
comprehenſible Myſtery, that a-God ſhould 
recompenceaſigh of Loue, with an infinite 
loue! one moment of paine with an Ereini= 
ty of Glory! For hauing taſted neuer {o little 
of the vinegre of his Chalice; to quench aur 
thirſtfor euer ; in the tortent of theſe diuine 
S weetneſles ! For hauing' thed one. tearc of 
repentance, to make vs liue eternally in ioy 
and ſmiles! For hauing faſted one inſtant,to 
latiate ys for euer with meats the moſt deli- 
cious, Which arefound in Heauen . And fi- 
nally, to recompence one night of trauaile, 
with a day of eternall Repole. 

Thinke neuer, my Soule , but ypon this 


Eternity? W hat pleaſures ſoeuer thoutaſtsin 


the world, repreſent to thy lelfe they ſhall 
one day finiſh , and that in their end all the 
Thorns of their Roſes ſhall aſſemble tro ma- 
ke thee feele theforrow of their priuation ; 
if thou wouldeſt haue content, be it not bur 
for Eternity; it is to dye continually, for to 

lzue 


x03 Thoughts of Eternity; 
Iyue with men, and 1t is co line allwayesto 
lyue with God, It were to be ynfortunate 
to be happy on Earth, ſince the true way of 
felicity is Heaucn». Felicity 'is as immortal 
as immortality ic ſelte ,and whither Tyme 
cannotreach to, becauſe it is out ot Tyme. In 
ſuch-wife, my Souls, as thou ſhould learne 
to ſpeake this diuine laguage ofthe Angels, 
whole Eccho the Propher is, when he 1aith, 
I languish, O Lord, #n the expeation-of ſeeing you 
#n the manſion of your glory. Let this Larniguor 
deuoure thee, to.thefend, that dying of loue 
for thy God, who is ſoueraignely loucly, 
thou maieſt go to live for him ; ſince this is 
the only Spring of lite. | of aif62 7h 
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2H E Great King Eze- 
S ch14 was brought to ſuch 
=S }) a point offeare and aſto- 
= nſhment, when thePro- 
7 phetaſſured him he ſhold 

NY dye the morrow after, as 


Sthat if his lothad reſerved 
him for ſhipwracke, he had now runne that 


danger in the Sea of his teares. That fatall 
Sentece tooke away his lyfe before he dyed; 
tor from 'the moment that the ſame was 
once pronounced ynto him , he breathed 
but the ayre of Approaches toan ineuitable 
death, where all Sorrowes heaped rogea- 
therin one what they had of bitrer or r1go- 
rous, to torment anew his afflited Spirit « 
This poore Prince had bur Sighes & Teares 
to Jefend himſelfewithall agaynſt the bat- 
tertes of a ſoueraigne Will. He plaines, but 
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[x10 Thoughts of Eternity. 
of himſelte; he'cryes but onely to moue 
Pitty ; be armes his band with fury againſt 
his bouſome, and with redoubled blowes 
(mites bis breaſt, belicuing he layd hard on 
his hart the while , as complice of the cry- 
mes , whoſe puniſhment he carryed . What 
thall he do ? the night ſteales away inſenſt- 
bly , and the light which ſball ſucceed his 
darkneſles, is not to ſhine, butto ſhew him 
the way to the Tombe. Sleepe hath already 
taken its leaue of his eyes, tor feare of being 
drowned in his continuall teares. Repole 
abandons his ſpirit in feare of Death which 
poſleſſerh him. In ſo much as being reduced 
intoa laſt point of Sufferance, he appreheds 
that euery ſigh which he caſts ro the wind, 
3s to be the laſt of his life. The remembrance 
of his faulrs ſo forcibly aggrauares my 
niſhment,as he dares not thinke of them, but 
with the ſorrow of heauing comitted them: 
a Sorrow indeed, fo powerfull, as difar- 

med the diuine luſtice of its Thunders. 
This great King lifts vp his hare throug 
Feare deiected , & conſtraines it to ſeeke to 
hops in that midſt of deſpaire. He humb! 
cotefleth the truth of thoſe crymes, but wit 
the ſame tongue wherewith he publiſhet 
them, he proteſts before his God, & his Iudge 
to commit them no more; and for any 
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beleeches the ſame God, and the ſame Tudge 
rocaltdowne his eyes into the depth of tas 
Soule, toſee; the feclingstberot ;1n ſo much 
as he was heard ...1jay the. Prophet receaues 
commaundement to reuoke the Sentence of 
his Death,to prolong the rerme. of his lite, 
and to'make the Sunne turne backe for ſome 
part of its way . O admirable Goodneſfle ! 
The whole courſe of the Vniuerſe is chaun=» 
coed, rather the to refuſea mans requeſt who 
promiſeth to God tachauge the courſe of his 
life! But what difference betweene the Sen- 
tence which the Prophet pronounceth on 
the behalfe of God toaguilty King , & thax 
which God himſclte thal propounce on that 
oreat day of his luſtice to the crimipal Sou- 
les? They are both verily two Sentences of 
Death; but the one is ſignified in Time by a 
lyuing man,toa manthartis liuing yet;8& the 
other 1s proclay med out of Time by a God, 
to Spirits whichare criminall, & incapable 
of repentance. Beſides, we ſee how the firtt 
Sentence was reuoked through grace, while 
the other. remaines 1Duiolable by Reaſon. 
Mercy, moderates the rigour of that there , 8 
lultice augmers the paine of this heere with 
an Eternity.! O moſtdreadful] Sentence! 
There was with: the Perſians a certaine 
Prſon, whence the guilty were neverto go 
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112 Thonghts of Eternizy; 
forth, which they called by the nameofLethy, 
as who would ſceme thereby to. repreſent 
a place of Obliuton,& where the Thoughts 
of men doneuerapproach. This'Priſon-may 
well be compared. to that of Hell , from 
whence the Thialls do neuer ger forth, nor 
where the happy Spirits do' neuer deſcend 
in chought.-Itis @ place of torgetfulnes, ſince 
God remembers notthe wicked Soules; but 
to cauſe them only to be tortured; by the ins 
" ftruments of. his Iuſtice:: They bage no-other 
dwelling then that of their ſepalchers , cryeth-out 
the Plalmiſt; which is as much to ſay, as they 
ſhalbs buried eternally in therombeof Hel; 
or-as'S, Auguftine faith, they ſhalbefull of lite 
inthe mid(t of their rormencs ,- in being al- 
wales renewed againe amidſt their paynes, 
without euer dying. O cruell life! Seing ir 
is more vnſupportable then Death! Let the 
moit atflicted Soules appeare, forſooth, ypon 
the T bearer of their Martyrings; let Inltias 
recount at large the biſtory of his ſufferaces; 
Let Perſindas repreſent to ys fenfibly the cru- 
eſty oft his puniſhment, at the light-of the f 1 
Sunne, where ke isexpoſed al covered with || r; 
honey to the mercy of the Flies. Let Lepidas | tr 
ough Con- | E 
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Craſſu communicate with ys thr 
tag1o0n,a part of hiseni}l arſuch tyme as they | h 
ſtraitly bound his body toa carkaſle , to he 
ah1710) en 


i \The\DyfernullPaynes, "714 
end thelſtaach/ mighc ferueas a: Tortiirer ab 
yranniee bis lyferodeath; nes-the 
Fart nh rwyae re wt him, rap naar 
wherewih he was tyrannized, in feeling 
himlelfe by .litde'and inte redbced into 
Aſn : 22001 © Std , wolil 15.1 bo 

LevPewindur the -Philoſopher exprefſe 
to'vs, 48 the -Amazement of hismortall fi» 
lence which: untſhment 'of his congue 
cut outtihiag brought hintzoiſome feeble-do» 
lour of his {mart Let Uyfanderburyed inthe 
braſen Bull by the Fyranc-of Syracafe. make 
Yst0-heere the ſ2d acotots of this cryes forts 
poblich with itbe language ofhis plaints,t 
truth ofiHis-rotments oliet Lelw Cooles dils 
couer in higtountedance!;the tettour. and 
the mguith of -his hart, 'vpbnithe Chifes of 
tlie :Sea from-whenbe be: was caſt dgwne 
beadlong, Lev Mertizs 'Nexol4 mixing the 
winidot hisfighs withabofe that enkindiced 
the Alames whicticonfumed him, conucigh 
to Uurearesthe fad harmasiy of his laſt groa* 
hes, LetVirgila the wife of Lertivs the Rom, 


he rigors.o deaths! 
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Let Emilia repreſent to ys; inherdeſpayre; 


the anguithes of a; dying Soule; amidſt the 
preſſe of her diſaſtres. :Letthe wyte. of Brue 
1 {end to our.eyes the {moake' of 'ithe bur- 
ning coales\, thatconſumed her bowels, to 
lec vsfeele the heat where with the was but- 
ned. Let Mesfina , beforc' ſhe plucke out the 
Hart from-her boſorme,-partake'ys with her 
torments, Where through a\Sentence of her 
fury, ſhe condemned{her (elf -in'making the 
one part of her Body te {crueas a-Hangma 
to deitroy'ithe other! Let Eugenie making a 
halterof the filke:'ot her: Harpe;giuevsfome 
reſtimony: of the doloor of her” precipitott 
Death . Let Cleopatre infect the Ayre with 
the Poy(on, whichideuoured herhife; forts 
make vsCompanions of hereuils. | (1+ 1+ 

All thefe kindsof Martyiings; theſe Tor- 
tures, theſe dotours theſe yncourh rormets 
and theſe euils without example , and'theſe 
ryranniesexerciſed by:men; morecruetl the 
Tygres and Beares,'canadmit no compart- 
fon with the leaſt paine of the damned. The 
Fhornes of theſe ſufferances, at&Roſes; and 
the bitternes of theſe anguiſhes iybuthony: 
One.moment of the /painesin.hellts-more 
mtollerable then aniAge! of Affictionsin 
this world, :Letthemtlend thejreates 0 the 
lameatabls cryes: of :4mpileas King: bf the 
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Prrots , When'as being : _ 
Couch' with therude chaines of a:thoduſand 
dolours procured through a Saatiea; his tors 
ments pluckt ont the hart from his boſome 
withoutiſnatching away the life;-an& with 
2 cruell encounter:drew- his Soule to-his lips 
without ſuffering itto go forth. To-bewaile 
the ragewhereto/his: euill had broughthim, 
makes him:ro throw ourtfire by the eyes, ra+ 
ther then to power-out-water;to-complaine 
with Sighes, of theexceſſe of his ſufferances, 
learnes him'a language ſo dreadtull,:as the 
noyſe- of: Thunder isnot more tertible:thE 
that: of-his yoyce:, made -hoarſe- with the 
force of crying . They do-well to decke- his 
Yr to ff bed with the richeſt ornaments that thay be 
++} found ,,to bring himreſt; while his body is 
r- | 2 Buſh of Thornes;; wherewith: his-Soule 
Iraytly hedged in: in ſuch fort-,7 as the 
points of its thornes doafford.him a thouſad 
prickes of dolour & martyrings, whoſe:very 
thought is full of -horrour . They! may caſt 
their lookes: of (pitty on him long inough, 
while Cruelty , which inceſſantly butchers 
him, makes them ſo feeble in his ſuccour ,- as 
| | he al waies breaths inthedeath of his-paines 
$11 f without being able euerto dy6-> 1/11 16 
the | - Butturne'we he] Medall, 2nd/lendibe 
'the I eare- of ourimagination to the wargings ah 
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x26 ernuy.. 
-of that great King Pharas, bound in helbon 
:a:bedd. of deuouring flames; which burne 
without.conſuminghim;, and which'con. 
ſumehim; wichoutzeducing him. to; aſhes, 
What- inequality of. euills, and: what diffe- 
rence ofcryes? Theonein tyme feeles:very 
piercing dolours:vppn acouch of Thorne, 
and the other ſuffers:a thouſand:paynes;all 
eternal}, ypon'@bed:of fire. He there yields 
vp his miſerablelyfe;, to:the laſt ſhocke ofa 
cruell torment;-and heheere reviving all- 
wayesof his Aſhes amidſt his puniſhment, 
lyues not but to-dyein his ſufferances ofa 
death:erernally lyuing: The former com+ 
forts himſelfe withthe hope.of a Tombe,& 
the latter finds increafe of his rorments,'in 
thedeſpayre of euer ſeeinganend.Letthem 
thinkea litle on the(enſtble tormets, wher- 
with Tegonus, thar:great Prince. of. Almaine 
was afflicted, whenas his: hart ſerued: be- 
fore hand as a Coffin forthe worms, which 
gnawed him withoutceaſe to denoure his 
lyfe. A puniſhment-as cxuell as prodigious: 
this was a lying death: ,gliding-in his! bo- 
ſom, where it forged darts of-incompatrable 
dolor for to martyrhim withal. He wants 
for nothing ini the midſt of his|Greatnefſes ; 
and yet'warits he all, fince all fayles him of 
his comment. His ſubicts are: abour himro 
receiue 
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receynie: his Commaun $ ;: but: 
knowesnot what'to.cominaund themifer 
his faccour. The remedyes they offerbim re 
ynprofirable inithe ignorance ot tis mala-: 
dysfortheskilfulleſt Phiſitians of rhem:xb— 
derſtandinot the caule:therof, which makes 


ch& ingenious without thinkingotis, to 3 
fithimanew,'in ſe his: mouth with, 


a thouſand forts of bitternefſes-Hecryes-out 
in gr ages ew» je we  but-ech; 

ae by his eyes makes anſwere to his tons! 
edpiag attle noyſe-of his rw 005 
w complayms. Andafter' h 
many deaths-as he'ſent forth: | | 
ayer laſt the iburewhichhs owed to, 


Nature. 
yetthe vibue of your i 


T46ik 


ws 


Cait 


ypon the backſide of the Medall , tothears 
1a greatdealemore hideougofaho- 


touched 


the Cryes; 
ther Prince-abi 
with the tmalady + a wormewhic gnawes 
himeternalty,' widioor devouring him. He 
ſees al his/SubieRsabouthim ,. as culpable 
x he ; buridtheaſtonifiment they-are in , 
they anſwere him but by the'eyes only, as 
ynable to-fuccrour hid; or to elp pe theimſel> 
ues: The Deails are his Phiſitians, whonet: 
knowing the meanesto cure him, inuental 
ſorts of puniſhmets: to rytannize his Soble. 
3 But 


im Hell; bei 


x18 .\Thooghts of Eternity « | 
But Whiat difference of paynes? ThhtPrince 
of the world findes:this:conſo}ation in his 
afflitions , that afrerthe wormes ſhall haue 
deuburedhis Ham; his life ſhall-baueanend 
with:the-end ot:cheir-prey; and conſequent» 
ly hispunithment, And on the gontiary thi 
Princeot Hell, finds alwaiesthe begining 
of his euills 'in_the end of his paines;. The 
worme thatpaawes him, 15s immartall like 
asthoprey which irdcuoures?lnſo.much,as 
his doloursremaine extremein their exteſle, 
The cone turning his -Face to the -T:omb- 
wards; beholds there:his ſufferance. burycd 
with him; and theother' ſees himſelte bury- 
6d yet lyulng withinatombe of Fire Which 
through a cruell property entertaines. that 
which itburnes, tothe end it may never W:t 
one IG UNDSTT11 ABS 26-745 V, 

- What may be imagined more infuppor- 
table, then the torment wherewith. Charles 
King of Nauarre-dyed :of ? The Phiſitians 
knowing he hadayery little life left him in 
the body, employed this yayne'deuice for 
his comfort, forſooth, to. ſow him vp in a 
theetſeept in 4qua-vite, of purpoſe; to:pro- 


longhis lifez burthe ill luckewas,-thatthe 
feruant who had ſowed him thereji, burnt 
the end 6f his threed  inſteed of catting it a- 
burnt the 

"whole 


(under, where to: lay better is, 
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. The Infernall Paynes. 119 
ywhole ſheet, and the Kingſthat was ſhar 
within.Repreſent we to our ſelnes now the 
fearefull cryesof this vhhappy Prince, who 
being enchayned in a-ſtraite Priſon all of 
Fyre.; caſts forth the laſt fighes of his life , in 
the Flames, quickened with ſo excelliue- an 
heate as they may-not be compared but to 
choſe of the Fornace. Fheycome to his/Suc+ 
cour , but Death at that inſtant / touched 
with pitty , preuents;the helpe theycould 
afford, infinithing his cuils withithe end-of 
hislife.- +! td 7 7700 

But looke we yet till in the backeſide of 
this Madall, ypon the torments anderuelty 
which'a new-King ſuffers in the midſt; of 
Hel,being faſt enchayned within a burning 
priſon; where he alwayes burnes vyithour 
euer dying. What difference of Torments! 
The oneis left to the: mercy of deuowing 
flames, being watered witha water which 
increaſeth the heat; imploying in vaynefot 
his Succour, theendeauourof his yoyce; &T 
the other enuironed with deſpage, endures 
the paine of eternall Fire, which burnes him 
without taking away his life. You ſee: very 
{cnfibly., Q youſoules of the world; how. 
the payne which one ſuffers in this vale of 
teares;, cannot be compared , how. cruel 
ſocuer, With the leaſt dolours of the -dangd.1I 

To ET 4  graunt 


ys . Thotghitcef\Erernitf . 
L-g:agnt tho Srang, os Grauell;»rhie airs 
vholicke;the Sciarea ; andathoanſandonher 
Maladies belides,dolineriyou-jayro a:tefbles 
combat of puniſhmears; andronmenty;; yer 
their ſharpett tics, rhearipiercing poims,rheit 
gaut , y and: their zigoursare' true pleaſures, 
20yes, and.rauithments of Spirit; in compa 
riſon-of the; aegege of. Soules cenally 
criminal! .. 

:Ler Siving Rekivi maimrayng: AS bowjy as 
he will, in :mvthe diſcourſe; of his:miſcryes ; 
how the laſt day of his lyfe had laſted*thires 
Moathes, he lyuing the white withour be- 
ingable once trogioferthe cy-lids.atrbe ap» 
Ty of fleep. Let Theocrates, publiſhing 


\rt36\ Sa9r4, 56h vaunt/ conentionfiyan the 
[add of - re Soulq how be 


ad lodged thirty fixyeares ina bed { inco- 
pany with a thouſand forts of payne, which 
viſited hins one after another. Lerche was 
for:runate Carilzr/rrayting withoatceaſeths 
durtot his body ; through-chat of who irters 
of 4thexs , forthe ſpace of fixtyyearss/moue 
eopathionin'the harts of thoſe, whith never: 
Mad irzin conſideration-of/his Miſery: 
the limentable hiſtory ofdtheſveuitsa ve- 
ry Canticleof joy and pladaes; iff evitpett- 
ſpe obthoſuſcrnreres thedamned. For 'if 


Pane ina re ants months inthe 
world, 


;Fet is 
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. The Ioferwalt-Paynes: 

world, Gain never ledpsitidhelicif TS in 
haue palled his Thoeny lifein a like couch, 
& that heneuer came tort tore-enter into” 
the Lombergitisfitieenchundred yeares'or/ 
more {ince/the Richman hath. 'in'a- 
bed'of-ftames;inthemidſt of ;' with» 
out hapetbatitheice of dem that everflake; 
theheare ofits fires; Let Coridhn' trayle histi-: 
uing carkaſle, ip the divers wayes \;which® 
leadhimn tothe Tombe, /he indy yet aPort- 
after fo many ftormes; bur Phavas i may ' be” 
dragged bong inouph , by the devils in Hel, 
ererirere be ary dearh,orfepulcher for him, - 
which may afford himan exd ro his paines.* 
Soasthediffereaceis'ſo great betweenerhe 
euills of the ene,and'the puniſhment of the 
Ing ir, bur with 

profoundaſtoniſhment 7 ne Profound: oO” 


_ the 4byſe: of thy Tuſti | 
A aces ul vifehe veyle” 
that blinds you -ſo x Break you the rackes 


of your Paſſions; thar-with-tioutd you in” 
your vices /To what perpoſe, chinke you, 
1s a moment: while ir robs: yori 
of eternal gtory,an ou'forth as Hel 
of dolours'PA litde- fhivering of a Feauer 


makesyouto quake for feares A'fit of Heate 


ick 


makes - Nw 6 brech the-nire of 'a burn! 
life, & tofighat oneewith the-ardour wh 
T4 con= 


"©... 


4322 . | 0} . 
conſumes you quite. Alas! What would you 
doin Hell, wherethe:Cold of Ice, where 
the/Heat ofthe flames. ſhal-by turnes tormee 
eternally? One glaſle of a /pation;,'one 
ittlerwitch with.a: launcent,,two nightes 
without ſleepe , within a bed: very. tottly 
made, brings:you to the laſt gaſpe..Ah! What 
ſhall-it be in thoſe darkeſome places, where 
a'gaul; more bitterchen gaul, ſhalbe al waics 
1a:your mouth-!; Where athouland ſtrokes of 
the launcets of fire ſhall pierce you, notin 
the yeyne , buttotbe: hart ,, with a wound. 
al wayes bloudy, and cuer new,.for to eter- 
nizethe payne thereof; where a-perpetuall- 
vnreſt- ſhall banith reſt for cuex/from your 
ſpirit,and fleepe from-youreyess 5/1 |; |, | 
Thete:was a great Perſonage.of our tyme, 
who: had ſo great a. horrourof Medicines, 
thatal the euilswhoſe dolours he had proved. 
 wereagreatdeale leilc ſenſible ro him,then 
their bitternes; Inſo much, asafter he had 
zalted the gaule thereof diuerstymes,thisca- 
ceipt came into hismynd, that when there 
ſhould beno other puniſhmentinHell then 
that: of taking. continually medicines. ,, it 
would be inſufferable.. But ſhould ,thinke, 


thatif all the gaule, and all the bitternes of 

the Earth were put together in a veſlcll, one 

would take. that liquour for | jmaginary. 
|  Nedar, 
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The' Infernal Dey 
Necar;in compariſon ofthe puddle; &lalt 
waters j whereof the: damned are made ro 
drinke ;) Bethinke your ſehues, profane Spi- 
rits, whoeſtablith intheworld the founda- 
tion of your repoſe . Open your eyes to; be=' 
hould the difaftres which enutron you: You 
{eeke a Paradiſe on Earth: but you: firid not 
init, any. other Centerthan Hell: Whatpre- 


tend you? Pleaſures canaccompany younc | 


furtherth& the Tombe, youmuſt:quir their 
comp2ny With liſe-Nov what agrielc bath 
one1ndying to abandon the ſeat of delights 


for toenterinto that'of torments?: 


banded: yeares of life, at vhe laſt moment 
of that me whachabfutian remaineshim 
thereof; ſince by the law of divine Tuſtice, it 
muſt neceſſarily enſue, thateuery one in his. 
turne: ſhalbeg FAways the _ of all his 
Roſes? Euery' ioy hat bi its ſadnes, euery for- 
tune itscroſles ; ſo likewiſe may we boldly 
ſay ,thatcuery pleaſure; hath its payne..Jf 


we let our ft life runne outin content= 


ments, the latter tha] become immortall in 


puniſhments. This is an inviolable-decree: 


pronounced. by God himſelfe., ypan the 


Mount of Caluary,that he who will nottol- 


low theway which he bath taken vpo him, 


for to-go to Heauen , ſhall ncuerenter ther=. 


1 


- Admit, one had paſled-very abate a 
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Tz4 Thoughtsaf Everuiyr 
in. Flatter not your-{clues, you- Princes of 
the Earth, who being rayled vpoi Thrones 
of ſnow and {moke;; forget: your: ſelues ſo) 
much in yout.Greatnelles ,. as/you become! 
Idolatowrs of yourgood. Fortune. If youibe' 
borne puilſant ,contider. how: your power 
isof glafle, aad that with all your Treaſures 
you ſhall not be able to purchafe a'moment 
of aſſured life. Alltheaduantage you haue a+ 
boue others , is to beablcto hide your faults 
with the more atrificiouſnes4/ ynider your 
ſumptuous habit; but ypon the-yncerrairie 
day of your Death, ſhall-you- make 'demon= 
ration of your miſery; and-the Corruption 
whuct you carry within ,-mult;neceſlatily 
appeare without. Thinke you thatthe Eme 
pire which you haue hreere beneath extends 
any further then the Sepulcher +Euen as at 
our.bixth-yog were wrapped: in'Clouts z{0 
likewiſe dying, wil they be foulding youin 
a-theere , how:rich ſocger you be, Andiyour 
Diadems {hall remaine in-yout Pallacefor' 
to Crowne others withall,in the'falfs fame” 
way where they are tofollow you ; fince' 
they likewiſe ate cominually ro:dye; (its +f! 
Burthis is notall, you are alſo to paſſe 
theexamine of your life before # ſoucrzigne 
Tudpe, and dreadfull in-his luſtice, You'thal- 


haue-no other ſuccour the that of FE 
{<1 | es 


a —_— 


| pared ; arid if they be 
i mrees.+ ther: In'w | 
in wharterroutiisa Souke brought vnto be- 
forethe face of his God; whiles his crymes 
| frog: ahinktebevadrtn him 7 —_— 
ing ladgements of God are 
Sfleono fri rhoſcefamany vy esthat picat Saint! 
You dence Sauer whomea ittle 
makes't6lobke 
ment and feeblenes;'wharwill you 
Hell, whereevuills A es 


out findinganyend inthe? Thenoyſe of 
afly'troubles 


you,and thatsf# Caroch bin 
dex you from fleepe.” Alr !'Whar-ſball that 
be in thoſe idarckſome plates; where the 
dreadfull cryesvof the Thrtvrers, and of the 
guilty thallconminnally ſtrike-youreares ? If 
you paſſe -batone migtr only Inche world 
withont awwinkeoffleep, you fall tocom- 
2yning after you have fetched a thoulaiid 
& a thoulahd aghes, i inexpeQtition of day; 
& there below; 'withinvthoſe obſcute dwel= 
lings, the dareknefſes are eterna!l, like. as 
the diſordersanddifquictnefiexare. | 

_ © One wintersday killes you quite with- 
in the goodly'prifons of your charabers',*& 
a ſummers-day:within' that of your Halles, 
builr of prove apaynittbe-heatt of cite ſin 


for 


\pale' with/feare ; inp - 
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"126 Thodghts of Eternity . 
forro'auoyd hoe», re incommodityts borh 
ot cold and heare z And in Hell thall:you 
alwayes burne, "it the: cold'of ice:doe not 
-giue'you ſome reſpires to' the tormenres of 
yourfires, and by that meanes one puniſh» 
-met come tofucceed another::Hece1t is rhat 
the Prophet cryes; Lord banepirtyypon me, in 
the day of thy Ince. 'O' day full of horrour'& 
amazement {Where the liuing flames, after 

they haue deuoured the world; ſhall-pro» 
fectte the guilty Soules inthe deepeſt A+ 
dylles, for to exerciſe rhe Inſticeof the Oms 
xipotent ! What viprofitable cryes'; what 
yaine lame}: They may figh long mough, 
for the. yoyce of their. 'thalbefo 
fceble,as it ſhall not be ab[eener to'couey its 
acces totherares of God', Bur what difor- 
deralſoofa inftcruelty?*T heinnocenr ſhall 

.curſethe/ guilty Father, and hall rejoyce 

' —4inhistorments; as in'ſo manyefk: &s ofthe 
.diuine Juſtice; for the puniſhments of the | * 
-damned make a part of the-felicity of the | ' 

-happy Spirits, reioycing inthe Tuſtice of Þ 1 

God, as wellas in his Mercy: Thecryesof the 

accurſed Soules,, O Lord , are as ſomany Canwles 


i 

of rby Glory, fincethey publish inceſſantly tbe wath : 
' > 4 a _ ; 
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O 1mpie 
blindnes! Why will you not ſuffer your 


os Soules,, in your-yoluntary 
rea- 
fon 


ſon toſlechow the pl 


will youconteſffe, that the hope which ma- 


.iect;;ia ſweet barmony to reſound inourem 


He Ip oy £ < pF - ; p) | - by; 

nfernall Fay. — 127 
ealures you taſt in-this 
worldi;do bring the conſequence of the e« 
vills ,whick-you ſuffer in the other ? When 


RO IRE with ſo much affection 
the future, is vayne and deceiptfull, &thar 


ithath for foundation. of its-promiſes, bur 
theargumentof your Misfortunes. Yourun 


after imaginary goods;& in the end of your 
Carriers ,, you thall find but true euils. Since 
repoſe ſecmes-as natrrally (weet' ynto ys, 
why baue we nottheEternity therof? Que 
lyfe-isa new Hellofannoyes and diſquiet- 
nes, and yet. neuertheles within the He}l of 


this life, we build to our ſelues another He, 


to lyue there eternally,, What a [prodigy 
cruelty do we feeme to: exerciſe a oſt our 
ſclues,, for to-ſellanimmortall felicity, fox 
a moment of pleaſures ? So as if the joy 


which is pda 'x7 vszbath not baites which 


are powerful} inough to attraR ys toir;, let 

the payne which followes the offence, 

rity ourdefires, & juſtify ail ourenterpriſes, 
.-Q, how S. 4*guflme makes, on this ſub= 


res, when he ſayth; 1 lexe thee not, Lord, for the 
fearei baxe of thy Hell, nor for the bope of thy Pa» 
74diſe; but: rather for the love of 1hy ſelſe;, How 
many-meticinaty Soules do we. ſee inthe 

| world, 


-} ant 
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"Thoughts of Exerriiy. 
. worſd;, who haue:noother obie&/in; rheit 
actions, the'rharot Glory; orthabafPayne, 
&ia wm wholoue nor Godj bar tovhis 
Paradife;nor:fearehim awhirburforhis hel. 
What AﬀERIGZAL if yertue hadiner Charmes 
inough to make-Ir ſelfe beloued withoar the 
Lord! whatmanner 'ofreſpects would the 
wicked affoard' you in-this world';iif you 
Could. be: withont Paradiſe port -you thad 
not a'Hell, for to exerciſe your tfultice' in? 
ſince with all'yourfeliciries, &yourpanith- 
meats, they ſo deepely forget the Grearnieſſe 
of your infiniteGlory; and your equal} po- 
wer;asto ſivewithout yeilding to your di- | 
nineMaieſty, bur the leaſt homegebfaboehn, 
Whos if they were Gods" themſeluves/ on e- 
arth, regard not YA RING 2940s: the 


Starres . 
God, tos his 


-x28 


; My Soule, Lone then hy 
ownefake, finceheis pertealy houely; nor 
euer thinke” of his Paradiſe, butrim thi nking 
of him, finceheis th AfoolealgnieBined: Fe- 
are him in'like manner; without on 
the Thunders of his Ihiftice,vieh an amou- 
Tous feare , which hath for obie&t;-bur Hu- 
mility , and Reſpect:s So-as;if invhjs world 
the'Good bealwaies good, comentyhy felfe 
-with the (ativfa@ion!, which is nfepyrable 
lo ig 
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tot. For Veatue hath chis-properr6' 
of ie ſelio,it recom Urry pa its 
| gots. wn euctras Vice inceflany 
neocons thoſe who follow 
Ns rs 6 > Terr 
—_ certains: teehings.ofioy ;ſoexrremes 
as. ava althand no [\Laurels 
norP $forto.crowne:them with /;- yet 
hethatis the Authatir other, tha] not c6# 
playnethereof,{irice be hath beene already 
Inq L) RL euetbefore he laokt:for 24 
ny cerainerecompenetatall.And the co- 
trary4s noced in pernicious & crimina{liets 
fects: Payne can-hardlybe {euered trom the 
'Offendour ,. nor the Hangman :from.:the 
Guiltyz2A fecret torment glides in His en 
bY PTY RA Hangman a- 
rain{tihamſelfe, for to tyrannize vpon him< 
Lata: Sorrue. itis , that dwnine Vittub of it 
[cite communicates theigood of its Natiite,” 
and VicetheeuilkBytlee ysnotgoforth of 
helb;wWwids our: nn not ro; enter 
thereintoincftect. 

Flatter not;your ſoluesfo;my Davies 26 w__ 
thuykerhavHell es not to you, iris 
forthe-guilty . Iudge your ſetues without 
paſſion; wherher.yourbe!exemprt fro cryme 
orno)fifce at all — Ina moment 
YOUnFEDbRnd divers wayes; It you will 
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330 | Thoilghts of Eternity; 
mount yp:to Heauen after your Dcath , rſt 


deſcend-into Hel] during:your: life, and te= 
preſento your (clues lively the deplorable 
cſtate, Wheretoithe miſerableare reduced,; 
] meane; thoſe Soulesy, which haue lodged 
beretotore in as beautifull bodyes ,-as yours 
are ;and purfuryou with;your 
t01le{ome occupations whereunts:they are 
eternall ycondemned; You riſe in the. mar» 
viag;to takea liquour all of: Amber»for-its 
ſwreines/; and ot Peartes forits:price:z and 
goingforthiof yourbed, youemer:mto-your 
ſumpruous Cabinet where yoursfaire Nite 
rourattends you; to'repreſent you'as Faire as 
euer.:There its, where you conſider atlea- 
ſure the dumbe.; Oracles of its deceipttull 
Glaſle., of purpoſetolcarne of it fome-new þþ 
ſecret or ottrer anfayſour of 5 our-Beauty', be 
it to ſhadow irwith xlinlc thy ,orwithiome 
tzelic ot hayre pdivfheveled-in:diforder '0n 
your cheekes, & pon your brow, lealt the 
wrinkles cauſe nota feare in your;Thralls: 
What new charmes , what graces: neuet 
ſeene before ; do yautborrow from the care 
you take, to cultiuateths Flowezs) of; your 
tace of Earth? ey 25 | PLUOR +11 16] 
> You paſſc onerat your plealuretbrechou+ 

res of tyme;; and afu{} whole dayoit the hue 
mour take you , to teach your. Men's 
| za, 


” oe — $$ ___ zT.<&< mow FR _wvY_-< HUN —— A Em > i. __— 


a. 


c 


4 PY TY T - > 3 71 
% 3 Sk VIE SIT a7 © a"; 0 
ry, IS "+. a PU ar he by 

VR ay by v OS > wo 
v "oF , apy b' \ v2 * of 

*: o{* "X 
* $04 
ns ws 


a " 5 4 EW 
—- OS 'r; ac DOR 
_ af + we Ws L "Cr as 4 % & ts 


CE.10 


or rather io. {peak truly, of your rotten teeth , 
which incefJantly deuoure, the pleaſures of 
your life, Y.ou.ſhametully.lay open your bo- 
(ome all. of Snow, Which melts with the 
plaunce of the eye zand by a meanes w hich 
you haue. zzbght it, you make. it ſigh with 
pauſes., forto.moue the rocky, harts with its 
lweet pulſes, What crimeſo playneto make 
the whole world guilty? For the furthering 
ol theſe. exrours, you dieſe vp. your body, all 
f duſt & carth, 'with,the richeh, Ornamecs , 
cad hen itjs,'that imitating the Peacocke, 
ou waxe proud-of the beaury of your plu 
5 without caſting your eyes the while y+ 
on the milcries, which ſerue. you as today 
on... What turnings & windingsot Vanity 
jo youferch before Fourglaſle? But which 
way ſocuer youurne , if. you open the eyes 
f your ſpitit , you ſhall-ſec the. corupnon 
v<Þyou couer ynder afraile skin, bedawbed 
Þ| over with a plaiſter. Lluing forth of your 
chou-Pallace, you goto viditthe Temples to pro- 
he: hu-fne them, far.inſteed of adoring God, who 
Lawiihath guided your ſteppes thither , you make 
waa. 1 * | ow 
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332 Thonghts of Eternity: 
Youu Vaſfals to adore you there; &throngh 
z guilry p6werſnacch away thevowes;and 
lacritices which belong to'thieir (Creatour,” 
© Youare now teturned againc into yout 
Pallace, you count" the numberof your ta- f| 
queſts; your naughty Gemasalwayes in a& i 
rion to deceiue' you, petſuads you tobelieuef 
thar your eyes worke-the fame' miracles; 
which the Thundets do; lite they wound 
the harts, Wirhourt arly feeling of the bo- 
dyes; and iti this beliefe you cernmita thous 
ſad crimes of yanity: In the"rheane whileif 
Page comes tocall-you to the Table; wheit 
all che delicious mcates are ſettied in, by or- 
der, before'you. Andduting there aft 
ter an eloquent Paraſite ſh{} thatit charn 
your Spirit, with the melody of prayfes; I 
Which/you deſerne not; a Mufike of inſtty- 
ments charmes your cares with new all#þ 
rements of Sweetnes. _—_ pteſent* in hel 
lates of your latter coatl(e}, 'the [wereteſth 
f poyles of the foure Seaſons And while of 
cuſtome the: Mafitjats ate tening the Mo- 
reQ of your Perfeftions , yon follicitoully 
enquire of ſome one of yours, what manner 
of weather it is?Ifit chace to rayne,you [hut 
your felfe yp after dinner Within your Cabi-þ, 
ner of pleaſure, for to heare in'particulartheſh 
Iweet yoycevfa Page, whom ns © n 
a ng 


' 


ongh Kang the Ayre ,yhich beſt agrees with your 
and Fcaffion . The rayne is blowneouer,and the 
'ECaroch attends you at the gate of your Pal- 
1out Ylace, for you to walke abroad, in the compar 
By of thoſewho are moſt ageable to you, 
tothe Forreſts and Parkes , whoſe wayes 
xe bordered with flowers , andenrichedal 
long with cleere fountaynes ,.where the 
dFwarer appears ſo limpide, as perſuades barts 
wich the dumbe language ofthejr purling , 
Foquenchin their Gluer reames the thirſt 
wy feele. | 
In the meanetymethe Son is (ct, to cauſc 
elhnes to ariſe from the kumide. 1mbraces 
f its deere Thetis, and then is, when the 
| ire powres on the plants; the drops of the 
»Bweate , which/the heateof the Sun hath 
auſedin.it, during the tyme of irs courſe , 
whiles the Birds fall a bathing ihe (clues, in 
theKKnging inthe licle waters of this dew. The 
ſight comes Nlowly on, and its returne 
hile off:emes to bring you a thouſand: pleaſures ; 
: Mo-Bor duting the repoſe of its reigne,an infinite 
toullſſÞumber of ſunnes, whereof art is the wor- 
annefieman , hung ypon the ſecting of your cha» 
uv ſhutÞer, illumine its obieRs foxto make the be» 
Cabi aty therof appeare. What idle diſcourſes are 
larrhe here broght forth in jeſt? The flatterers play 
auſetOÞncyw their parts in the presece of your blind 
{ing V 3 Sg parit 
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heir credit, but fullof reproch according tc 
the truch . The Tyme notwithſtanding 
1 ſlipt away, they call you'to Supper , 
where theappetire is contented With' deli 
cious meates ; Whole ſweetnesart ſeemes to 
vary divers wayes. After the repaſt, youre: 
rurne to.jour Cabinet, or rather into you 
terreſtrial} Paradiſe, where the 'Mulike at 
tends you, for tocharmethe ſenſes of your 
eare, fince thoſe of the eyes , of the'(mell, & 
of the tongue haue beene fatisfyed already 
- The Clocke which eucr wakes, doth ad 
monilh you, without thinking of it , how 
the night is {lid away for to fetch ys day a- 
ayne, which {fweetly conſtraynes you tc 

paſle from the'repofe of your waking tothat 
of (lcep, for to giue more liberty to yourſpi 
rit to cntertayne it felfe with dreames. But 
thento bring” youa fleepe more {weetly, 
you ſtill cauſedelicious Muſike to be ſoun 
ded even to your bed. The Damoſells bring 
in your bags, & prepare your night-ſtuffe 
Which attends you at your glatte , where 
before you 'yndrefle your ſelte;, you admire 
anew the Sweetneſles , the Graces , tht 
Moles,the Charmes, the Allurements & 
Curio 
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Glory of Paratiſe;' © 
curiofity of your Beauty,& with an Idola- 


tous eye, you often coremplate the imagi-. 
naty-pertections of yourface. The glaucing 
your. eyes on the: very-ſame eyes; you loue 
them now more then cuer,in remebraiice of, 
che new coquelts they haue made that: day : 
your cheeks of lil yes|& roſes, your necke- of 
juory, your ſnowy:bofom, & alabaſter hads; 
theſe are the foolih-termes of yourſcruants 
which hatie partin thisaffeRion, as having: 
contributed their poWer-to the: achietiemer 
of theſe conqueſts. And then do- you culti- 
uaie yet more, according to' your cuſtome , 
by a guilty care, thoſe Roles and thoſe Lil- 
lyesof your feature, that they wither not in 
the abſence of the Sun, I would ſay,during 
the Ecclypſe of that of your Eyes, whoſe 
{weet influences makethem to blow forth. 

Atlaſt they lay you ona bed moſt retul- 
gent, all gorgeousin iiches , and whereon 
it ſeemes, as he happy 4rabis had powred 
torth a part of its odours; and to attiadt the 


fleepe more (ſweetly into your eyes , you | 


cauſe tobe ſent for ſome pleaſing Mubbke of 
a Voyce, which rauiſhes your ſenſes with {o 
much {weetnes, as they dye with ioy, with= 
out dying notwithſtanding . Are not theſe 
great pleaſures, trow you, it they could lait? 
I ſpeake to Soules who ſecke their Paradiſe 
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726: Thoughts of Erernity.. 
-. Earth.But the common calamity:-ſo pres 
uailes;asrheſe delightseue dy intheirbirth, 
& their priuationattords them a great deale 
more rorments then.dotty their. preſence pro- 
duceſweetneſles +1 of 0 
Let yscaltnovw oureyes at the {aſt, on the 
backſide of this Medall; & confides the cruel 
Metamorpholis of theſe contentments , in 
the intolferable puniſhments which: Eter« 
nally torment adamned Soule. Let vs be-« 
hould the cruel! exarciſe of its payntull pro» 
grein Hell. You muſt cake nogreatheed 
tO the terms of Day,ot Mattias, of Euening , 
or Motning-calles', whercot 1 ſerve my 
ſelfe in this enſuing deſcroprion,for that I am 
forced thereunto,to keepe ſome otder in my 
diſcourſe. The deails mthe morningrhen, 
cometo awake this damned Soule,howbeit 
tadeed , the ſleepeth not x wincke through 
the dreadfull noyſe of theirhowlings. Theſe 
are theChambermaydes which ferch her but 
of her bed all of fie, fortocondut her into 
a Cabinetall of {ce , not'of Myrtors, for the 
durſt nor haue lookt thereinto, for feare of 
thefeare of her ſelfe, ſo hideous nd dreadful 
fheis. Theſe wicked Spirits do hdpto drefle 
her after they haue made her rake a draught 
of Sulphure within arotren Veſſel{, where 
the worms do breed in ſholes.'Qne _ 
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| The Infernal 137 
her head, and: that with a combs of jron 
with ſhatp points which makes the bJotid ro 
tollow- Another colors her cheekes with the 
red of Spayne with a penhiilof fite; Herthere 
waihesherface with puddle water, & ſcal- 
ding hot withall ; andhe& here purs'gn'a 

robe of: livingroales on' her backe; and in 
this cquipage anew Deuill more hideons 
then death preſents ftuimſelfe to her, & ſerves 
her as an 'V.ſhertocondud her to a burning 
Chariot, toconuty het notto a Temple,bur 
to the ftoote ofa dreadfull Aultar'\, where the 
is cruely ſacrificed without Toofing her life! 

They'lead herafterwards in the Line cha- 
riot into a-diſmall Pallace z Where ſhe finds 
the tables courred, and ſet with all ſorts of 
poyſonous andcontagions Serpents, wher- 
with they fealt her. All rttat dinner while 
a —— ſe of how _— , and dreadful 
cryes , ſerues > for the Muſtke"to charme her 
eares wirhall'. After repaſt is the brony +6] 
backe agayne to her Cabinet, where all 
objects of horrour, and amazement are if- 
ſembled topeather for ro zfAitt the ſenſe of 
her ſight; And after that, a Deuill fings hex 
an Ayre , whoſe dnty'is'the Sentence of 
her condemnation,and this yerity the buz= 
den of it, How the puynes che endures sball bee 
ternal, What a Song ? The'ryme of her wal- 
Vs king 
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228 . Thoughts of Eternity. 
King approaches , they bringrhen-the fyery 
Chariot before the gate ot her: darkeſome 
Pallacc. She mounts into ir, and thence rage 
deſpayre, tury and cruelty draw her into.an 
obl{cure torrek of Cypics , where the Ows 
les and Rauens doſcreech inceſſantly ; ſo as 
ſhe hearcs but the noyſe of death, not being 
ableto procure death. She is now returned, 
the finds the ſame Table (pread agayne, and 
with the like Cates, whereof the. feeds of 
force, tothe noyſeof a like Mufike to that of 
dinner. Being riſen from Table, the Deuill 
that hath the charge co wayte ypon her, co- 
mes againe into her Cabiner and fings her 
likewiſe the ſame Canzanet of her dreadful 
Sentence, withthe ſelfe ſame burden as be- 
fore, How the paynes which she endures sbalbe eter- 
all. In the meanety me they bring her to a 
bed of thornes, whereinto they caſt her at 
ſuch tyme as (ſhe. was wont to take ber relt 
in the world ; and thus paſſeth ſhe ouer the 
night in theſe torm2nts, without euer ſcing 
any end thereof. Is not this a fearefull life ? 

Behould, my Dames, the exetciſe of thoſe 
who haue imitated you in your pleaſures, 
Behold the employmenrs of their whole 

rogreſle, Thele are no fables [I tell you, for 
like as the noiſeof the ſ[windge of the world 
goth hinder you from hearing the ſweet har- 


mony 


© _ The Tufernall Paynes, 139 
mony ofthe motions of che Heanens; ſo the 
ſelteſame noyſe ſeemes to: hinder you like- 
wiſe from vnderſtanding the hideous cryes 
of a Cam,oft a Pharas, of an impious Richwa, 
and of a thouſand of others your like, who 


haue hitherto after ſolog a tyme beene bur- 


ning 1n Hell, and fo ſhall burne for euer, 
without hopeto ſceanyend of their panes. 
T hat depends now on you, thy Dames, to 
chuſle to you one of theſe two liues heere. If 
you be taſting ot hony in your youth, you 
{hall haue but bitternes in your old age. It 
you gather the Roſes in' your ſpring , the 
Thornes ſhalbe referued for your winter. 
Chuſle hardly , behold yourlſelues exprefled 
as Viiſesat the entrance of two wayesztar dif 
ferent the one from the other . That of Ver- 
tue is itwowed with Nettles, and couered 
with Stones, & that of Vice is enamelled 
with flowers,'and bordered with brookes, 
whoſe {weer murmur 'inuites you.to fol- 
low the traces of their courſe . Soasif you 
would needs know, where both theſe ways 
doterminethemſelues ; the one in eternall 
Death, and the other in Life. And herein the 
example of an infinite number, which have 
beene ſaucd by the one, & loſt by the other 
may ſceme to put you out of doubt: All the 
Saints; &1n word, all thoſe whoaie 10 ct 
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del 46 Theughts of E terpy«-: 
radiſe have held che firſt, & al the daned have 
wretchedly tollowed the other. Demaund 

ou of the Rich-man what way. he tooke? 
he willanſwere you , that he hath alwayes 
walked ypon Flowers ,&thathe neuer met 
with Thornes , ill the arriuall at his Se- 
pulcher, Make you the ſamedemaund of La- 
zarus, & you ſhall heare of bim, that he hath 
neuertrod but ypon the Earth, all couered 
with bryars, nettles, and ſharpe Rones, and 
thatcuen at the end of his trauailes he found 
the beginning of his glory. 

Thinke not, my Dames, to begathering 
ofthe Flowers in this world;and then to be 
xeaping ofthe Fruits in the other. All things 
are created in a Species of Contraries, which 
ſerues as a Ciment to hould them togea- 
ther. Thefaire weatherof your life ſeemes 
to. menace Rayneat your Death , and God 
graunt it be not a'Floud of ynprofitable tea- 
res,, Where without thinkingthereof, you 
find not your Shipwracke. The calmeaf 
your daies preſagesthe{torm of yaurnights, 
and:take heed you find not ſomerocke in 
thetymeof the tempeſt. I muſt needs con- 
fefſe, how the Pocts:haue hid yery excellent 
yertvies ynder the veyle of theic Fables; that 
Cerberus with threeheades, whome they fi- 
gurerovsiakell, is nothingels but chede- 


uill, 


'The Infernall Payfies. 142 
uill; who asa Monſter of many heades eters 
nally deuoutsthe damned.” Their Ryuer of 
Cotytut;, or Phlegeton, demonſtrates rovs the 
rotmets of death. The lake of Anernas whete 
tronbles and fadnes inhabice,, what els may 
ir-ſceme-to tepteſent ynto-vs, then the dil- 
mall dwelling 'of the wicked Spirits? The 
great Famine they faigne of Tartalus, lets ys 
cleersly rs behouldthe ſcarcity and penury 
of allgosds which the damned have The 
Vulcur of Titias which inceflantly preyes on 
th6hatt- without deuouting/ir, doth figure 
noughrels,chen rhe' worme of ynprofitable 
Reperitance, which gnawes without: end 
thoſe'vnhappy Spirits. The wheele wherin 
Ix2997s8 xortuted ,-as likewiſe the Pitchers 
which the Danaides filled in vayne , are as (0 
many-witneſſes ofthe Eternity of payries of 
the damnedSoultsy;which lets vs ſes how 
cuth theſe whoeſtabliſh their rruc Patadife 
i4nthis-world, hate builtthe withoucthin= 
king of a Hell in the other; where'they'are 
euer ſtinglypuniſhed, 645 10 SAtURIOTIST: 

| O:crateh Eternity What torments doft 
thou truly comprehend inthy long durance 
Ttherbberranth ia'Hell; where million of 
-5ge5 ity panithments canotforme afirltmic- 
ment of ſome end?'Aﬀer ore hath/endured 
and ſn fferedan-infivlte niiberdt paynts,du- 
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142 Thoughts of Erernaty 


ring as many years as there hath beeivinſtars Þ 
in the Tyme ſince the birth of the- world, FJ 
may-he not welafhrme, that he had lined in Ft 
thoſe torments, but for the ſpace oban-houre || 
only, it he were to liue alwayes in:dyingo& I < 
alwaitss co dye living in Hell; without-re+ F © 
leaſe or teſpit? My Dames,1 ſpeaketo you, I © 
becauſe you haue the Spirit wadering/in va- Þ| 3 
nity.-It you ſigh for anguiſh in expectation F! 
of a Day, ypona bed of roſes, with what ime I 
patience willy au: be-racktin Hell; during | * 
thoſe Eternal Nights? .You-thunthebreathe | 


et the fice, and the. burning of the-Suny as 
theenemyes of- your beauty 3 why fears 
yau-\not Iather the tanning , an&burning 
ofthe; eternall flames ? Let me dye rather, 
fayd Nero's wyle tient |to become fouls and 


Wrinckled, Would yeu be:conleruingyeur (© 
bzauty which.is ſo deaze ynto' you; for a few | #* 


'dayess/and line withgurit etetnally#n Hel? £2 
If youcould bur behould the foulnes &:de= | fl 
formity of. one damned Soule; the onely xe | 1* 
membrance of the hozzour;and-amazemet | © 
' of thazobie, would bean intollerabls pu- | V 
piſhmentto you «; |»: 244471 10 
: 1 (4 [Nature haug nora ſtrongertyeofloue 
thenthat wherewith ithath enchayned-vs 
'with,our felfe., is, ir/poſible my Dames, [/* 
4htat you.can exerciſe; ſuch a-crughy Againſt 


your 
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Glory of Paredrſ 
your ſelues,as|\notto withtoHiue cotent; but 
in the world, where|your|pleaſures are like 
to. dye with you? If Hell' afftight you not 
forts paniſhmets ſake, letthe Eternity thexy 
of breed aterro0ur in you,to be ynhappy fox 
eur, Tobgin the copany,of devils for ever, 
doth-not;the thought thereof only ſeemeto 
aſtoniſh 404 «ſince. there! is,nothing more 
rruethenit ?.Ifnature, .asxSiep-dame, hz th 
denyed:youthe fortitude of men, at leaſt t 
hath giuen;youthe force. of-a, Spirit, for. to 
know. your errours. Loue not your beauty 
buttoi pleaſe the Angels; xather then men, 
ſinceifis adiuinequality|,;whoſc admuratio 
appertaynes; to them. To, burne alwayes! 
Alas. Seerme you 'nottoreſent; ,.in reading 
the lamentable hiſtory,,of the puniſhments 
of Fire wherewith.the damned, are torme 
vw | cd, ſome; little ſparkle oficeflamesthrough 
el? a ſtrongapprebenhion, of incurring one day 
le. I thole paynes* ſpeake heere to Thee, w/ 
te. | readeſt theſe verities , to bethinke thy felfe 
\6: I of this ſingular grace, which God ſeemes 10 
u- | youchſafe, in permitting this ſame Booke 
tofall intothy hands, fo to diſcouer this (E- 
ue {rence, which I haue fignityed to thee on the 
ys {bchalfe of God, That if jos change not yorr life, 
es, £y!u sbalbe damned eternally. O cruel] Erernity ! 
alt | O My Soule, thinke al wayes of this Eter- 


Dur Nty» 


144 Thoughts of Eternity." 
nity, what torments ſoeuer thou fuffereſtin 
this world , ſay thou alwayes with 1ob, My 
e413 hail one day-baue an end.'O how thapp 

was this man to'be expoſtedotithe: dunghill 
bfal the miſcries of the world'; us 6a moi» 
raitie 5 whete tuning the Haype of hisfee: 
Imgs, and ot his paſſions, toctis Key of hi, 
Humility , & of his Patietice he fung the 
loty of his Lordinthe midſt of hisinfamy. 
VhatcanſRtthouſuffer heerebeneath ,"more 
etuell then thepaynes ofthe'dafmnied ? And 
yet if thou ſhouldſteuenſuffera part of their 
piiniſhments?, ' without the! prination''o 
prace, thou ſhowldſt be happy; becatſsthoſt | 
etils would rermime oneday; rothefrujtis 
of thy ſoueraighe goud? T heri trattiple thou 
thethornes vnder thy feet, pits hy Tells fn 
ptey ro dofotirs'& ſufferances; tor liauethon 
tderany otherconſolation thenithat of 10; 
Ia ſaying without ceaſe; My exjltsligere alt 
one day finish "© wad A b l 12 e008 q 239! 4 
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"The-Houre of Death. 


SAQEMPSITDIE; This 
Gl/& is a law. of nccellity , 
1/2) whereof bimſelfe who 
{& madcthe ſame, would 
9 not be exempted, We 


AS AS muſtdye ; This is a ſen=- 


\ 
SdSZ7 YES 3 tence pronounced, now 
for theſe fix thouſand yeates , inthe Pallace 


of the Terreſtriall Paradiſe, by an omnipose , 
tent God, whole infinite Juſtice hath. not 
ſpared his propes Sonne. We mult dy: All 

ſuch as hitherto haue beene, haue paſſed. 
this way; thoſe who now are, do hold the 
110 / lame, & they whoare not as yet in appro= 
Th ; ching to the Cradle ,do approchto the Se- 
> pulcher . 7/emuſt dy : But we know not the 
© * Jhower,the day,the moneth, nor theyeare: 
 {weknow not the place, northe manner of 
the Death, whoſe paynes we are to {uffer. 
X. We 


. ” EPs 7, 779 
£2 « 7: * ? "y _ bes 
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146+ Thoughts of Eterniry. 
We muſt dy. Since we hould ttie life but 2s 
borrowed of him that created the ſame. We 
muit dye, it ts an cuil that hath no remedy;al 
our children muſt dy, as our Fathers did, 
after they had thewed themthe way, which 
our Grandtathers had tracked for ys. Ve muſt 
dy at luft, fince we dy euery hawer, becauſe 
the aire which we breath , being none of 
ours, We cannot {erue our ſelues ot it, but as 
others do in pafling on till to morrow. We 
mitdye , fince thatall which is in vs conti- 
nually tends to death, without releaſe or in- 
termiſſron. The very fetchings cf our breath 
are counted, as well as our lteps. tn ſo much 
as all our actions are nor wrought, but for a 
certaine terme, whence Tyme condudas vs 
by litle and litle to death . We muitdy : This 
1s 2 verity Which experience proclaymes to 
all the world ;and to theend no man may 
euer doubt thereof, the Sonne of God hath 
ſigned the Sentence with his bloud on the 
mount of Caluary. 

Tou m'ft dye great Monarkes, what mar- 
kes of immortality ſoever you haue. Be your 
as eloquent as you will , Demoſtenes is dead; 
be you neuer fo yaliant, Mexander is Jayd 
in his Tombe : If you haue force tor your 
inheritance, Sampſon is buryed vnder the 1u- 
nes of the Temple which he demoliſhes- 

| Jt 
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The Houre of Death. 147 
2s | If you be faire, 4bſalom is reduced into Aſaes, 
Ve | If rich, Creſes is no more of the world, if 
;al Þ wiſe, Salomonis now nor lyuing; if happy, 
d, | Dauidisexpired in the midſt of his felicities. 
ich Þ In fine, whatquality ſoeuer you haue, it is 
wt {| alwayes inſeparable from the mortall con- 
uſe Þ dition wherein you are borne . Tou muit dy 
2 of Þ and appeare in this fatall Couch, not with 
t as | your gorgeous Attire, nor Royall Mantles, 
We | butrather with ſhirts, well eept ina cold 
nti- | ſweate, where your lives are to run ſhip- 
in- | wracke. To cary your Crownes ypon your 
zath | heads, they are ſo feeble, as they cannoten- 
uch | dure the weight. To hold your Sceprers in 
or a | your hands, candles rather would belceeme 
s vs | you better, toaffoard you light to find the 
[ bis } Sepulcher. Your SubieQts are already afſem- 
es to | bledabout your beds, to ſee anew this ve- 
may | rity, that you areall equall in the neceſſity 
hath | of dying . Thoſe Titles of Maieſty, which 
| the | they affoard you, haue no more grace with 
them amidſt your miſeries. 
mar- Me thinkes, in truth, it is yery much to 
you call you Men, fince you begin to beno more 
lead; {o. Itis euen iuſt now that you areto dy, 
layd | the day is come, the hower approches, death 
your | is already on the way to your Pallace, you 
zeru-| may do well if you pleaſe to put your Soul- 
ſhed- dicrsin Centinell, for to ſtop him inthe en- 
J* X 2 ITY » 
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148- Thoughts of Eternity © - 

try. Behold how he knockes at your Cham- 
ber doore, you mult neceſſarily vouchſafe 
for toſpeake vnto him, ſince he comes ow 
the bchalte of God, to fignify the ſentence 
of death yato you. I doubt me that you haue 
the Spirit much occupyed , in the appre- 
henfion of your preſent affayres , and that ! 
you would willingly put of the accompt |: 


to ſome other day, but that may not be; t 
Tyme hath ſtrooke the houre, which is to c 
- beareſwayat the end of your daies. What |" 
ſighes , what ſobs , what plaints caſt you 


forth:to the wind 2 the remebrance of your 
Grea:neſſes paſttorments you now, while | 5 
your guilty con{ctences put your ſoules on | 
the Racke, like as thedolours a{ready haue | © 
put your bodies . Forto caſt your eyes vpo 
theguilded Seelings, were to: increaſe the 
horrour of the Sepulcher which they pre- 
pare you. To behould hike wiſe your Cour- 
tiers who ſtand about you , the diſpleaſure 
you find to leaue them , makes youto turne 
your yiew another way. Whereas it were 
better to ſer your eyes on the approches of 
Death, and in the feeling of yourpreſent 
 Miferyes, to publiſh in dying this verity , 
that you are bur athes, durr, & corruption. 
- Diogenes was walking one dayin a cer- 
talne Churchyard , where he A 
| J Is 


The Howre of Death. 49 
kis fad thoughts in the meditatis of death; 
at what tyme Alexander ſurprized him by a 
{uddaineapproch, 8 demaunds of him what 
hewas doing in ſo diſmal & ſolitary a place? 
Jam buſied,laidthe Philoſopher , in ſeekin 
out the bones of Philip your Father, amid 
ſo great a number of theſe you ſee heexe, but 
the payne which I take is ynprofitable, be- 
cauſe they areall equall , This Anſwere is 
full of Myſteries, for it ſcemes to repreſent 
rstothe life , this Verity , That the greateſt 
Kings of the world differ not awhit, but in 
o00ds and greatneſles only, from the wret- 
ched(t that are, fince in the Tombe they re- 
ſemble ech other{o much, as it were impol- 
ſible to marke any difference  betwecns 
them, | 

But me thinkes, the boure 'is al:cady 
ſpent, and that Death knockes harder now 
atthe Chamber doore then before . Behold 
how he eaters in, carrying his Sithe in the 
onehand, & an Hower-glafle inthe other, 
t0 let vs ſee that if he mow rhe hay of your 
life with his Siche, the ſand of the Hower- 
plaflewyhich he carries, being takea for the 
Foundation of your Vaine-glory , 1s cuen 
Row run out: ſoasiftiiere remaine any little 
behind , it is but only to giue you leaſure , 
t0 open your mouthyfor rocaſt forth the laſt 
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750 Thoughts of Eternity « 
breath in this laſt moment. O fearefull momet, 
wherton depends the Eternity of Glory , or 
the Eternity of paine! Thisis thatlaſt breth 
which condemnes, or iuſtifies allthoſe wbo 
hauc gone before. O ſearfull moment , wherin 
1s pronounced the Sentence of our ſecond 
life or Death! O ſearefull moment, fince it pre= 
fides the birth of our wretchednes, or of 
our telicity ! Ofearefnll moment, wherein all 
our good, or euill conſiſts! O fearful moment, 
wherein Paradiſe is offered, or Hell attor- 
ded ! O fearefull moment, wherin we are made 
companions foreuer of the Angels,or of the 
deuils! O fearfull moment , where the Soule 
before God, findes the Eternall recompece 
of its gooddeeds,, or cuerlaſting paynes of 
its crimes | | 
© fearefull moment! what ioyes, what ſor« 
rowes, what pleaſures, and what dolours 
doeſt thou comprize in thy ſhort durance! 
As often as I thinke on thee, I do tremble 
with feare , forthis momentis a great deale 
more dreadtull, then death it ſelfe. This only 
moment 1isit , my Soule , whereupon the 
Eternity depends. Imploy thou all thoſe of 
thy life ypon the thoughts of this laſt. Thou 
approcheſt ynto iteuery hower, cuery in- 
ſtant robs thee of ſomewhat of thy former 


life, Whatſoguer thou doeſt, thy body doth 
nothing 
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The Houre of Death. "FI 
nothing but dye , & tromits tranſitory lite , 
depeds thy eternall life, for out of the Earth 
canſt thou merit nothing for  Heauen.. 
Thinke thou al wayes on this laſt mamenr, 
where Crownes and Puniſhments are pre- 
pared ; Crownes of an infinite glory ; Pu- 
niſhments of a dolour 1mmortall., All thy 
aQions ſhall there be recejuing their price pr 
paine: Price of Paradiſe ,or payne of He}l. 
Henceit 1s that the Prophetcries; I sþall re- 
member the day of my death forto liueeternally. ” 
Caſt youreyes now ypon thole Kings, 
extended dead vpon their rich Couches . 
Whatſay I;thoſe Kings? can Maieſty & car- 
ruption becompatible togethet ? What ap- 
parence of beliete, in beholding them to 
ſuch , that they ate Kipgs , {ance all their 
Royall qualities are dead with them?Would 
not aman ſay, they were heapes of Earth, 
ſo ray{ed abgue the Earth, where the worms 
are beginning to-take their fecs ? Approach 
to this fatall couch, you proud Spints, who 
meaſure the globe of the Earch through this 
vaynebeliefe, that you meritthe Empire of 
it, and in yourtmagination contemplatethe 
while thoſe that poſſeſſe themin «fie, and 
you ſhall behold them quite through teares 
laied ſtretched at your feer, without pulſe, & 
without motion, T heir Maicſties are full of 
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nes: Thoughts of Eternity . 
. horrour, and miſeryes in their turnehave ta- | ' 
ken hold of their owne, fincethey are all Þ| 
borne morrall, and conſequently miſerable; I. 
. what ſtrange Metamorphoſis from: Colol- {| 
ſug's of Greatneſles , quickened with a lyte 
-full of ſplendour and of glory, to be chaun- 
'ged in an inſtant into an heape of durt, 
whole putritaction infeges the whole 
. world? 
-.., You Monarkes, Kings, Princes, beyou |} 
Idolatours'of your Greatnefſes as much as } 
you pleaſe , I attend you attheendof your } 
Carriers, tolet you ſee on the backſide of 
the Medall, that youare but corruption; & 
If you doubt thereof , let him that ſuruiues | 
another, approch to his Tombe, & he thall } 
ſenſibly know, that there is nothing more 
true in the world. Thou miſer, approch to 
this mournfull Couch, there is place inough 
for thee. Thou needs muſt dye, the houre 18 
ſtrooke; but rell me, how much gold and 
filuer doſt thou leaue in thy coffers, and to 
what end ſerue they but to purchaſe thee 
Hell ? Thou muſt yield an accompt of thy 
extortions and opprellions. Death comes to 
ſummon thee on the behalfe of God, to ap- 
peare within an houre before the Tribunal 
of his Tuſtice, to heare thy ſegtence of death 


pronounced by his owne mouth. What 
| wouldlt 
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The Houre of Death. I53 
wouldeſt thou not giue to prolong, yea bur 
a day onely , the terme of thy departwe ? 
Butall thy treaſures cannot buy thee a mo» 
ment of lyfe thou muſt dye , L102 
O cruel} neceſſity, and yet more crucll 
the dolour, which now ſeemes ro martyr 
thy ſoule ! Thou mulldye ; Thou maict 
weeplong inough , fordeath is blind ; thou 
maiett cry as faſt as thou wilt , while he is 
deate ;tor to hope that the Greatnes of thy 
milexyes may mooue himto Pitty, hernei- 
ther hath hart, nor bowels, & if he live not- 
withſtanding, it is for nothing but to 'ens 
force althe world to dy. Thy boure is come 
thou muſt dye; Alas! How many deaths 
doſt thou ſuffer, ere thou looleſt thy lyfe. 
Thou leauelſt thy children rich, it is true ; 
but dyeſt miſerable thy ſelfe, in the ſtate of 
damnation. Beholdthee well recompenced 
for the paynes thou haſt taken, in heaping 
ſo much wealth, forſooth, to loole thy foule! 
Cruell to thy (clfe } Thou haſt not lyued, 
bun for others. Infidell ! chou haſt betrayed 
thy ſelfe. Murderer ! chou haſt ſnatched a» 
way thy Lyfe, with an vanaturall hand, im+ 
ploying thy care to fil thy coffers with gold 
and thy ſoule with crymes. | 
You Miſers, if you read the hiſtory of theſe 
Verities, deriue your profit f16 the domage 
X 5 of 


254 Thoughtes of Eternity. 
ot others , & for the auoyding ot theſe pier« 
Cing griefes, and the intollerable dolours of 
this lait mome:t of life, imploy all the others 
to thoughtes of the Eternity of glory , or of 
Payne. And imitating the Prophet, ſay with 
him: Lord I wil remeber me of theday of death, for 
fo live eternally. Y ou muit appeare, myDames, 
ech one in her turn in this Jametable couch. 
Thewatch which Death ſeems to cary in his 
hand, hath ſtrooke the hower already of the 
departure of the faireſt. She muſt needs dye, 
but allaſt, I pray, at this ſad ſpeRacle . Me 
thinkes I ſee her now farre different from 
that which ſhe was wont to be. Alas! What 
a chaunge |! I ſecke for the Maieſties which [ 
haue ſometymesſ{eencin her brow, and[1 
find nothing els but horrour, and amaze- 
ment there, I demaund of her cyes, what 
is euen become of them, for they are buryed 
ſodeepein her head, as they but looſe fight 
of them who ſeeke for them. Hercheekes as 
ſticht one tothe other, do hinder her from 
opening the mouth, in ſuch ſortas her togue 
can ſpeake no-more then a ſad language of 
ſighes, to call-ypon Pirtty, to contemplate 
her miſeryes withall . Her armes yery care- 
leſly ſtretched forth, euendy with their fee- 
.blenes; In fine her body of Earth deuoures 
by litcleand little the fleſh that couers +] 
Who 
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Who would (ay now , ſceing this Dame 
in the ſtate whereunto ſhe is brought, that 
ſhe was the other day the fayreſt of the Cite 
ty ? Her company was a duncing with her 
atſuch aryme, where all the Gallants that 
were there, fell a ſtriving tocourt her moſt. 
One valued the Gold ot her hayre; another 
the Iuory of her teeth. This heere, admired 
the ſnow of her boſome zand he there, the 
alabaſter of her hands. The caſts of hereyes 
did wound many of them, and the allure- 
ments of her graces, increaſed yetthenum- 
ber. The more indifferet to loue, would be- 
come greatMaiſters thereof , with the fight 
of her perfeftions-:and yet neuettheles 15 it 
true ( a ſtrange. thing )that her hayre heer- 
tofore of gold , and now ſtaring as it were, 
hath loſt its luſtre 4 that her tecth of Iuory 
are becomeblacke with the blaſt of death; 
that-the ſnow of her boſome is diſſolued; 
that the alabaſter of her hands is faded ; that 
the ſpecies of hereyes are dulled , ſo as if 
they wound as yet, they are but the wouds 
of Pitty. That her graces are without grace, 
and that in fine all thoſe, who admired the 
ſame heertofore, come to repent themſelues, 
and ſuch as bad loued her when tyme was, 
are now diſpleaſed with themſelues, tor ha- 
uing euer ſo muchas dreamed of her. 


What 
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vz6 Thoughts of Eternity. 

What cruel! Meramorpheſis, my Dames! | 
If youcannot giue creditto the fajthfallre- 
port , which | make you of theſe verityes, | 
a(t but yourzyes vpon this doleful Couch, 
and you thall {ce a lyuing image of yourſelf, 
or rather a dying of one, now brought to 
the laſt extremes. You make ſuch accompt 
of your charmes, behold them in the Tobe; 
you prize your bayts fo much , contemplate 
the ſame in ruine ; you cherith your Sweet- 
neſſes ſo dearly, conſider their feeblenes ; 
you make a ihew of your deliciouſnes and 
youralluremets, behold to what paſle they 
are now brought. Vauntyou of the Roſes 
of your face,as much as you pleaſe, they are 
no more but Thornes .1f you lay forth to 
view the whitenes of your delicate com- 
plexion,ſfee you not how pale now dolour 
harh made it forts rake away its beauty ? 
Alithoſelockes ſo carledin nets of levic; all 
thoſe eye-browes ſo - carefully elaborate 
with atrembling hand; thai face ſo waſhed 
and plaiſtered oner with a ſecret art ; thoſe 
paynted lips; that neckeſo erected through 
force of endeauour;'thoſteurjous aftions , 
thoſe ſmiles, rhoſe Vn-yotuntariesof hers, 
and all choſe agreable'faſhions are vaniſhed 
now in an inſtant, and herrour and dread= 
lulncſle poſlefle theirplace, bt 


Alas 
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Fit Honioef Dauth: — gp 
«1 | Alas how the pournaite ofthis Dame , 
v2 | which: [ {ee there hangingat her beds h es } 


1 is differet far from ity originall? The fhadove 
my of that body moncs to loue; the body ofthis 
-j4 {ſhadow to pity . The alhwrements ob this 
o by liveles image areall full of charmes and the 
__, Idraughtsof this beauty yer huing , wounds 
Bd With feare, infteed of Joue. The hower un 
ate [*2< meane tyme feemes to paſle away, and 
he muſt dy. Alas ! what dolours do they 
feele in this cruell —_—_ From what 
> payne are they ex ? 'This poore Dame 
_ holds herſelfe bes of Al the world: 
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ww and which is worſe of the Phiſttians theme. - 
are clues. She ſees not but by the lightof mor- -y 
-ro Iruary torches, which are lighted round a= . 
m. [out herbed.. Acontuſed noyle of fighes & D 
yl plaints doth ſmite her eares; Her owne fa- '; 


5 2 (20ur beginstointect her , and her feeling is 
Zu exerciſed with the ſufferance of a thouſand 
> Iſorts of paynes, andall very different in-the= 
ſelues. Whatſocuer ſhe bcholds afflicts her, 
becauſe allthe obiets which are repreſen= 
ted to her, do carry the image of her doleful= 
nes With them. Her Parents & her Friends 
are about her indeed, but they ate as{o many. 
executioners that put her hare vpo theracke 
by reaſon of the griefe ſhe feeles totorgoe: 
them fot cuer. 1%; 
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- Her only Brother comes to her, to giue 
hera kifſe, all bedewed with teares , and his 
moaning plaintsdo euen plucke out the hart 
fromher boſome , as knowing them to be 
the very laſt . Her Father oppreſſed with 
ſorrow comes to bid her the laſt Adieu, but 
all of ſighes,in regard hereuillnow growne 
to extremes, ſcemes to put him to ſilence; in 
{o much as his teares and fighes are feigne to 
{peake for him to his dying daughter; who 
makes him an{were in the ſame languape, 
both of the eyes & hart, without being able 
to [er fall a word, Her mother hath her cye: 
glued ypon her pale and difhgured counte- 
nance; and in this dumbe action of hers , 
whereto an exceſſe of dolour hath brought 
her , ſhe (ſuffersa great deale more payne to 
ſee her dye, then the had pangs befofe to 
bring herforth. And ſo in orderal thole that 
loued her , and whome the dearely loued , 
came in, to yield' her this laſt duty of viſit, 
But howbeit they premeditated ſomewhat 
tolay vnro her, their tongues became mute 
at their approch,and their eyes made ſupply 
ot diſcourſe in their faſhion. For what me- 
anes{is there to ſpeake in a dolcfull place, 
where Death goes impoſing an etemall (:- 
Jence? The Prieſt approacheth to the bed, 


with a Crucifix in his hand, which he pre- 
ſents 
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 TheHoure of Death. 159 
giue (cents tothis foule ficke wretch : ſhe takes is 
d his I with atrembling bad, knowing itto be the 
han I Croflſe, whereupon the Omnipotent Iudga 
o be {was nayled. If the caſt hez cyes vpon his 
with | Crowne of Thornes, ſhe drawes them into 
| bur I ber hart, by her lookes, in remembring the 
roſes , which ſhe had delicioufly troad yn- 
der herfeet during her lyfe : Burt there js 
now no more tyme to be catying the ſame 
mto the ſoule , becauſe her ſenſes, as balfe 
dead , are ynſenfible of their prickings , 

If ſhe reguard the yilage of this her Sa- 
uiour all couered with comtempr, ſhe finc- 
kes downe with the confulion of the out- 
rages , that ſhe hath done to herſelf, remem- 
bring the guilty care which ſhe hath taken, 
in playſtering herface of earth,and ruyning 
in tharmanner with afſacrilegious hand the 
ſacred workmanſhip of heauen , and of Na- 
ture ; and for having imployed the better 
part of her tyme in theſe errours, to thediſ- 
patagement of her {oule,as ifthe ſame were 
corruptible like the body . The torments 
which her God , and her Judge hath ſuf- 
fered for her vpon this Crofle which the 
holds in her hand,and which the never had 
borne in ber hart, do ſhamefully vpbrayd 
hernow , for the delights of herlyfe. Then 
falls Che a ſighing at it, but het ſighs of wind 
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x60 Thonghts of Eternity. 

aretaken butfor wind; ſhe weepes thereat; 
but her teares of water, are taken but for a 
title water, fince ſhe cannot wipe awaythe 
blot of her crymes, becauſe their ſpring de- 
riues not from the hart ; and that her teares 
proceed from the feare of preſent death, ra- 
ther then from a ſorrow of lyfe paſt. 

There need no other witneſſes to con-+ 
demne her withall, then the wounds of her 
Sauiour; for as he had ſuffered all the paines 
of the world, ſo the had taſted all rhe pleas 
ſttres. Alas ! if ſhe could but turne backe a- 
p2ine,and teturne to the midſt of the courſe 
of her life ; if her words might haue the ſame 
vertue , which thoſe of Ioſue had, for to co- 
maund the Sunne to returne backe agayne 
to its Eaſt, to affoard her leaſure rodo pe- 
Nauncein zis it notcredible, my Dames, but 
that ſhe would be dipping the bread of her 
nouriſhment, Within che water of her tcares, 
for ro bewayle her fins? Bur that is In yayne 
to deſire the retarne of lie, ſince ſhe muſt dy 
and the houre is already ſtrook. Alas 1 how 
many liuing deathes deuonre this poore 
body , before her life be ſnarched away at 
laſt? What ſtrange torment ſeemesto racke 


her ſoule ? ſhe dyes with ſorrow, for notbe- 
Ing abl-ro live any longer , and norwith- 
ſtanding euery moment of life is to her an 
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mitted, to the <nf the enormity of them be- 
ingloyned with their number, might make 
hex to turye her pe: to deſpaire . To make 
yet an exact Confe(] 100, all her, $ irits are 
in diſorder , and the powers of her Soule {6 
fe ble;as they $a, 'ſerue byt for reſentment 
of her euills. 5 £ would fayne peake, buta 
mortall futtering with-holdes her rongue 
halfe tycd; . and on the other fi dethe {matt of 
the payne which the ſuffers, is ſo tharpe, as 
the cannot open, the mouth but.to cry . A 
folg W icbout ceaſe torments her continu 
DR dying lite is wandring « every mo- 
ents the 15 n,% when 
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162 . , Thoughts of Eternity. . . 
the finds herſelfe, it is bur.tolooſe her ſelfe 
agaynenher ſyncopes, Which arethe fore- 
runners of her Death . Thie eyes bolt our of 
hethead , as ifthey hadthis knowledge, thar 
they were vnprofitableynto her;het mouth 
awry,and halfe open , giues paſſage, by the 
eye, yato her bowells,, to behold thetot- 
ments the ts in. It is now tyme, my Dames, 
You prefent her witha Mirrour , tot ro em- 
ploy her laſt reguards, '6n tbe ſad contem - 
Plation of the dreadſu]l raines of her beauty; 
what faces makes ſhe the 'while?her hideous 
looke affcights not only little children, bur 
euen likewiſe the moſt couragious. 
._ Behold yourfelues, my Dames, with- 
in this glaſle , if you will but apparantly fee 
the faults which are hidde ynder your own , 
from, point to. point ,. or rather ynder the 
Spaniſh White , wherewith you are payn- 
ted, Bchold into what, eſtate are reduced 
your allutemets, your charmes, your ſweet- 
neſſes, and your bayts, which youſo put in 
therancke of adorable things. Thele are no 
Fables , no Illuſions, nor Enchantements, 
theſe: you haueſeen the other day this foule 
dying Wretch , with a luſtte of beanry, that 
dazeled allthe world, who to day ſeemes to 
mooue you to pitty, and hortour at once. 
Marke well all her z&ions , bur ag" 
| WI 


"The Honreof Death. — 
with dolour and :theſe are the true e+ 
xamples of thoſe, which you ſhall one day 
ſulfer,, it may be to motrow, or even to day 
who knowes? And then,dare you waxeo 
proud of your beauty as you do, while the 
cruſtthereof i isnow thus broken as you fee, 
inthe preſence of ſo many perſons , who 
haue' ſeene, how' the infide was all, but full 
of c corruption ? 

In this meane while, the fi cke perſon 
dyes by. litle BIR It is now tyme,.to 
make the funerall of thoſe fayre eyes, fince 
ther he is thus extinet. The rieſtma 
cryin h r Li. n 1g inough, for dearth hatl 
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| The Homre of Death.” " 16s 
atthi Proms, youdare not tocaltyoureyes 
You we ae BON: fo dreadfull and formi- 
AG WR facyneo you then, fox your 
Taty = Ha Pt the fayreſt Dames of the 
Vi world ihalbe reduced oneday to this pite» 
ous Elite: , and chat all their graces, which 
are borrowed of Att , accompany them no 
mote, then as a day of the Spring ;.in fo 
muck az ifthey waxe old,they paſſe the moſt 
part of their a age qut of themſelues .; For 
W ithout diſſebling with the tymes, a Dame 
Ni Fi the, 1 is gro Ng an YEaTres , 1s is fayre:no 
te, the lives noJonger in the world, they 
her in ths ranke of things which axe 
& whole memory is1oſt. 
Looks When a Leranupas face comes  t0 
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aleyou, know you not how the ſteepes the 
every day in lye, for to make them white; I 
would ſay, that ſhe is fayne to waſh them e- 
uery moment ro take away the ſpors & foul- 
nes of them. In fine, whatſoever you lee of 
this beautifull bodyzis bur playſter, 8&'what 
appeares not otherwiſe, but mere corruptis. 
Dreſle then, and tricke yp your (clues, you 
Dames, as long as you pleaſe; yet ſhall you 
not chanye, tor all that, the nature you are 
of. It youcharme the world through your 
falſe allurements, the world charmes you 


a 
that, coucring your face with a new vilage, 
It is eaſy ro deceiue thoſe who have no iud» 
ement but in theeyes . Itthen you would 
cave of Vanity, muſe alwaies ypon Death, 
fince'you thy iy dy atany houte, be it 
in banquerting , be it in walking, Go whi- 
ther you wil, your paces condud you to the 
Tombe, Andat ſuch ryme, as you ſtand be- 
fore yourGlafle, in the a&ion of waſhing 
your face, imagine how it ſhall putrify one 
day,and perhaps to mobs vol! that al the 
care you take, to make it white', will not 
binder the wormes fro devouring the ay 
Aacws & 4 --- er 
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he The Houre of Death. 167 
tae * | 
1 Yet aft ou h umnployed” about i 
e-] after you haue imployed” about it, a 


\e. | whole phiall of ſweer water, ſhed at leaſt 
one- ſalt tcare of ſorrow tor your fins, t6 
waſh your moſt enormous Soule. 

What a ſhame is it then, foryouto trick & 
rimme vp your body ſocuery day , wherof 
the wormes haue already taken poſleflion , 
and to abandon your ſoule on the dunghill 
of your Miſeryes, whereunto your. crymes 
haue brought you? Hearken to the Howes 
that cuen now ſtrickes : what know you, 
whether if ſhalbe yourlaſt? do you find your 
ſelte , trow you,in a goodeſtate, to preſent 
your ſelfe before a dreadful Iudge,who hath 
ſo' many Hells to puniſh the guilty f Your 
companion is dead already,and you take no 
heed, but even run after hex ,euery moment 
without ceaſe, or without any reſpit. How 
then is it poſſible , that you can runne ſots 
Death , in theeſtate of damnation, wherein 
youare? Rather imitate the Paribians who 
;n flying,triumphed of thei enemyes. And 
weepe tor ſorrow of your life, inrunning 
to Death ; and figh in way of repentance 
to the laſt gaſpe.Imitate alſo thatgreat Per- 
ſonage who cauſed himſelte to be paynted 
on a Beere, with his face bare, his hands ioy- 
ned together ,cuen in the very ſame poſture 
wherein he was to be layd forth after his 
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r68 Thoughts of Eternity: 
Death , and cucry morning would he go-to 
raake his prayer before this pifture; which 
ſucceeded:{a- happily with him, as he dyed 
without any trouble, or 1710 EIS 
© $yrs, 1 haye repreſented io. you inthe be- 
_ ginning of-my- Booke, how there 3s nothing 
aſluredin this world ;the which,me thinkes 
thould oblige you firſt ro Jiftyp your eyes 30 
Heauen, :for to ſee the Eternity of the, glory 
which is there pxomiſed vnto you; and then 
| asalldazelefl, to caſtthem/downe agaype, 
' wah the helpe. of your imagination , unto 
Hel, whoſe punifhments alſoin part I haue 
deſctibed-royau ; Then returning to your 
felt, conſider haw theſe teligities, and Eger- 
nallpainesdepend :on 8 moment ; and ib 
3s the moment of Death, -whereunto' you 
approach \eucry.houre , Repoſe your ſellc 
then , eucry:day;, fora quancr of an howe, 
n__ — ane on pi let Loy 
pirit wvthistyme of grace , tothinke: ypon 
that, which you wal then be BN 4 
hen you tbatl come 10 be tyed.thereunto 
with the chaynes of dolour & anguith. And 
theſe be the true Thoughtes of Eternity. 


FIN-LGpuis 10 


z# OR 
” - 


— = - S—_—_— —<—_—_ 0. = Aa I Ar 


